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BIRTHS, 

Un the 9th August, at No. 27, North Svochuw 
Road, Shanghai, the wife of T. DanenBera, of 
a daughter. 

On the Yth August, at Frankfort-on-Maine 
(Germany), the wife of W. Gessxer, Shanghai, 
of a daughter. . 

On the Sth Auyust, at Birkenhead, England, 
the wife of W.P. Ker, H.U.M.'s Consul at Wuhu, 
of a son. 

On the 10th August, at 11, Seymour Ruad, 
Shanghai, the wife of Lt.-Col. H. Greany, IMLS. 
of a daughter. 

On the 19th August, at the: Peak, the wie of 
G. W. C. Pemberton, of a daughter. 

On the 19th August, at Clifton Garden:, Conduit 
Road, the wife of Faank Surru, of a son. 

On the 2!'st August, at 10 p.am., in the Govern- 

ment Civil Hospit: cal, the wife of Luspector Baker, 
Hongkong Police Force, of a daughter. 


MARRIAGE. 


On the 16th July, at the Church of St. Stephen 
the Martyr, Avenue Road, Regent's Pars, by the 
Rev. Frederick Hopkins, of Haddon Fill, Vicar of 
Holdenhurst, Hants ‘(father of the brideyrooin), 

assisted by the Rev. Jaines Halliburton Young, 
Rector ‘of Shipmeadow, Suffolk, Freprerick 
GagpDNor Horkins, to GwLapys CAROLINE, 
youngest daughter of the late Arrucr WELLESLEY 
WALKING HAW, of Foochow, China. 


DEATHS. 


On the lUth August, at Iskunder Hall, Jahuve, 
ELIza KEAsBerey, eldest. daughter of the late 


Rev. B. P. KEasBeEery, wife of Dato MELDROM, : 


aged 63 years. 


On the 13th August, at 33, North Soochow Road, ! 


Shanghai, Maurven, infant daughter of Joun 

and ANNIE LANe Nives, aged 6 months. 
On the 16th August, at the Peak Hospital, 
rang MarrtanpD Hort yn Ports, youngest son 
e late Lirtox Hutrox Ports, Firby Hall 


le, Yorkshire, and of Mrs. Hurron Ports, 
Harrow-on-the- Hill. 
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ARRIVALS OF MAILS. | 


The American mail of the 16th July srrived. 
per O. & O. steamer Doric, on the 16th August 
(31 days) ; the Canadian mail of the 28th July 
arrived, per C.P. R steamer Empress of India, 
on the !/9th August (22 days): the German } 
mail of the 9th July arrived, per N D. L. 
steamer Prinzess Irvne, on the 19th August 
(41 days): and the American mail of the 24th 
July arrived, pee ‘J’. K. K. steamer Nippon | 
Muru, on the 2lst August (28 days), 


EPITOME OF THE WERK. 


Mr. W.H. Taft, Governor of the Philippines, 
reached Singapore ou the 4th by the Prinzess 
Trene and left fov Manila next day on the US. 
gunboat General Alava. 


| The U.S. Treasury Department has decided 
| that the ernie laws of the United States 
| apply to native residents of the Philippine Is- 
| lands and ort» Rie) entering the States. 


Mr. Sharretts, U.S. ‘Tariff Commissioner, 
having been recalled by his Government. left | 
Shanghai ou the 18th inst... having signed the; 
new Tariff on the previous Saturday. 


i The British Admiralty have ordered Capt. 
| 


i Percy Scott's aiming arparatu:, known as the 
“dotter,” intended for 


China Station. 
possible. 


The whole of the population of Guano 

{ Islands. consisting of 150 persons, in the 

, Tovishitna group to the northward of Boniu 
, Islands, south-east of Japan, lave been over. 
whelmed by a veleanic eruption. 


distribution on the 
to ba despatched as soon as 


‘Ye official urgan of the Russian Navy De- 
i parement estimat s the loss incurred on the 
i steamers run in convection with the Chinese 
' tastern Railway at two and a half million 
\ roubles since the scheme was started two years 
ago. 


\ 

| Viceroys Yuan S)hi-kai, Liu Kung-yi, and 

(Chang Chih-taung, iu interviews with the 

| American Tariff Commissioner, - united in 
declaring that China must make a supreme 

| effort to promote commerce and friendly 

| intercourse with Europe and America. 


| An Odesta telegram to London reports a 
; widespread and virulent epidem‘c of cholera in 
‘ Manchura and says that along a considerable 
: section of the railway men are deserting their 
posts, while the Chinese are dying like flies. 
| In the neighbourhood of Harbin whole villages 
have been deserted. 


‘The Chinese quarter in the town of Pon- 
j tianak has been burned down, the damage 
amounting to one million dollars. Pontianak 
is near the west coast of Dutch Borneo, on the 
Kapuas River. .It has been a free port since 
it was ceded to the Dutch in 1856. Its total 
population at the last estimate was between 
8,0C0 and 9,000. 


ia 


The Tientsin Provisional Government was 
dissolved on the 15th inst. Governor-General 
Yuan Shikai entered the city at noon, while all 
foreign troops, headed by the German rezimental 
band, evacuated the city late in the afternoon. 


A Hunan co respondent reports that two 
members of the China Inland Mission, Messrs. 
J. R. Bruce and R. H. Lowia, have been killed 
ina riot at Ch'encheo (Hunan), caused by a 
rumour of their having admivistered poisoned 
medicine. The Chincse Imperial Post Office © 
was also demolished in the riot and the pust- 
master wounded, probably fatally. 


It is now reported from Peking that the 
temporary retention of H.E. Wu Ting-fang ax 
Chinese Minister to Washingtonvwwas the work 


; of Viceroy Yuan Shi-kai, who greatly admires 


the useful work done by Wu for China since 
1900, and is of opinion that his removal at the 
present juncture from Washington would be 
detrimental to the Government. 


The Times Shanghai c-rrespondent_ tele- 
graphs that the Protocol of the new Chinese 
tariff wassigned ont :e 16th inst. by the rapresen- 
tatives of Great Britaiv, America, Germany, 
and Japan, unreservedly, and by the Austrian 
Belgian, and Dutch representatives ad referen- 
dum. The Chines6 Commissioners are unable 
to sign without imperial sanction. 


The Japaneses Minister at Washington has de- 
clared that Japan has no intention «f claiming 
the sovereiguty over Wake and Midway Islands. 
A previous {elegram, it will be remembered, 
stated that the United States have ordered 
vessels to visit Wake and Midway Islands, 
south-east of Marcus Island, where the Japanese 
were reported 1o have settled ; the United States 
claim the Islands, but have no objection to 
Japanese settlers on them unless Japanese 
sovereiz nty is asserted. 


Tn our Portuguese contemporary O Patriota 
we notice a latter signed “‘ R.”—-this is the 
initial, by the way, of the consular agent for 
France at Macao—-on the subject of French 
designs on China. The writer thinks that the 
Portuguese Government did wrongly in pre- 
venting the sale of the Boa Vista Hotel to 
France, and that too much has been made of the 
affair. Incidentally; &.” in citing the Hong- 
kong papers omits to mention that the Duily 
Prezs wag considerably the first to call attention 
to the Boa Vista affair and ils sequels. 


A letter received from a thoroughly trust: 
worthy Chinese correspondent at Nanning 
states that the rebellion is entirely at an end. 
He contirms the previous information that the 
rebellion was of the nature of isolated struggles 
between bands of bandits and outlaws against 
the Imperial troops, the rebels occasionally 
succeeding in cutting up purties of the Jatter. 
It seems that it is quite 'rue that General Ma, 
one of the ablest ( hinese officers in the South, 
was killed. but the tafes of wholesale defeats of 
the Imperial troops were gross exaggerations. 
Though the rebellion, so-called, is at an end, 
a disquieting feature of the situation is that 
large quantities of up-to-date rifles are still . 
imported constantly. The Chinese complain 
that there are smuggled over the Tonkin 
frontier. The Indo-Chinese Government 
should look into the matter, for os long as 
modern weapons are imported, so long -will the 
outlaws be able to meet the Government troops 
on equal terms. 


j 
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‘ THE CONCERT OF [HE POWERS 
IN CHINA. 


ee eee ome 
(Daily Press, 16th August.) 

The elementary explosive nature of the 
present ““oncord of Europe” does not 
seem to have been diminished by recent 
events. The close of the South African: 
War, and the apparently genuine efforts of 
both Britons and Boers to forget their past. 
differences and throw their lots into a 
common receptacle, do not seem to have 
evolved any corresponding frit ndly move on 
the part of the nations of the Continent 
towards one another in general, or towards 
Great Britain in particular. When we 
come to the Far East ayain, we find all 
these little amenities exhibited in their full 
development. It might have becn expected 
that Great Britain’s bonest attempt to 
Lring about a commercial convention that 
would have tended te remove many of the 
disabilities under which (rade in China is 
still suffering heavily, would have brought 
about some display of a common anterest, 
and led to some mutual understanding on | 
those puints wherein ali lave a common | 
interest. As well apparently might we look 
for the approach of the millenniun or the 
evolution out of chaos of an Utopia. 
Although there is not a single stipulation in 
the proposed Treaty of Commerce whi¢h 
has been brought toa point by Sir James 
Mackayand vow only needs the ratilicalion 
of the Peking Government and the accep 
tance of the other Powers, in which any 
actual advantage is claimed for England or 
British trade which does not cqually apuly 
to all, we find from every quarter difficult ics 

being plaved in the way, supported by 
private intrigues, which recall the worst 
time of the peace negytiations after the 
occupation of Peking. We de not mean to 
-assert that the proposed treaty is free from 
error, or that discussion of its stipulations 
is to be deprecated. On the contrary ,- we 
are compelled to acknowledge - that there 
are many and «ave mistakes which go far 
to render it useless, if net practically 
detrimental ; and if this were the ground of 
opposition, ‘or if it offered any hope cf 
freeing the instrument from these detects, 
and of enabling a really comprehcusive 
scheme to be passed, we should certainty 
hail the oppesition us likely to bo helpful 
in the evolution of sume really useful con- 
vention, which would prove to be conducive 
to the interests uot only of the Powers, hut 
of China herself. - 

The United States, for instance, chject, it 
is understood, to the priuciple of the pro- 
posed treaty ou the practical g:vund that 
whereas their trade is mainly with the 
northern provinces, which have till recently 
been free from the curse of the lehia col- 
jeetor i is now proposed that a. system in 
all idspects similar should be there 
introdyecd’; and that for this they would 
be subjected to a very definite surtax of 
seven and a half per cent. Herein, it must 
he confessed, there is a very substantial 
reason for disagrecincnt : aud the mere se 

? that many English merchauts bold that in 
the new treaty Sir James Macway has uver- 
valued the concessivns made by the Chinese. 
With some of the other objections we 
have nut the same sympathy, more especially 
those put forward by Frauce aud Russia. 
The French have, or pretend to | ave, sectired 
certain rights in the southery provinces in 
respect to overland trade wilh which these 
new clauses are, they say, inconsistent, and 
as usual the Russians back them up by 
alleging similar rights in Mongolia and 
Manchuria. What these are ueither is in w 
position to say; but the whole course of 
both French and Russian diplomacy in 


China is unfortunately founded on blind 
apposition to England, without too careful- 
ly entering into details. The intcrests of 


cithe ras importers is so insignificant that, ; 


provided they can: render a disservice to 
England, they are content to stoop to any 
intrigue however mean, any obstacle however 
detrimental to the compton interest ; and as 
the reactionary party in China is fo a man 
opposed ta any scheme having for its olijcet 
the extrication of their country from its 
present slough of despond, there is abund- 
ant oppertunity of hitting a hack-handed 
blow. Unfertunately the management of 
the Maritime Customs has not been blame- 
less, and has afforded a further opening 
for the reactionaries. One of the principal 
objects songht in the formation of the 
Foreign Customs service was that there 
should be between the Chinese Government 
and the foreign merchant a body of upright 
men independent of politics, who should 
act impartially in the collection of the 
revenue, and not interfere in affairs bevond 
this narrow sphere of duty. By the force 
of circumstances rather thin any settled 
plan the head of the office came te be an 
Frelishinan, but the Ollice itself never lost 
its cosmopolitan nature; aud the depart- 
mental heads came to be filled without any 
sacrifice of efliciency by men of all or any 
vationalities indifferently, all filled without 
sacrifice of the original scheme. Equally 
unfortunately, the conduct of the British 
Government towards the Inspector-Geueral 
bas throughout been marked by vacillation 
and weakness; aud as a nataral result of 
late the Luspector-General has been almost 
forced to hecome first the apolegist, and 
eventually almost the ereature of | the 
reactionary party, which in turn bas net 
failed to make him the tool of its further 
designs on tLe independence of the provin- 
dials, There is little doubt that it was 
from this source that the first proposal of 
Sir James Macxay, to ignore altogether 
the feclines of the provincial. governments, 
pracceded ; and there is also little doubt 
that auch of the provincial suspicion of the 
ulterior objects of the extension of the 
power of the Foreign Luspectorate proeceds. 
On the other haud the jealousy exhibited 
hy the foreign Powers, and more especially 
hy France, Russia, and Germany, proceeds 
from a much less worthy cause, and is 
simply au indicatton of the gencral contin- 
ental ill-wiil that has reduced to a bear 
arden the grotesquely named “Concert of 
the Powers.” 

The vffence of England is of course that 
she alone has conscientiously, if somewhat 
feebly und inconsistently, “atteinpted to 
preserve the autonomy of China as a nation, 
and has not. been willing to see the trade 
which she was the first to build up, and 
which she opened to the world at large 
irrespective of all merely private and 
selfish considerations, utterly ruined, or 
turved te ber owh detriment. 


THE HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA 
Hock CO, LD. 


isp ta 
(Duily Press, oth August.) 

We had theught the preposal to uild a 
new dock at Hunghoih by the Hongkong 
and Whampoa Dock Company, Limited, 
had, in defereuce to the expressed wish cf 
a Jarge number of shareholders, been prac- 
tically abanduned. TL. appearance of tte 
notice recently calling an extracrdinary 
niceting of sharehulders, immediately after 
the half-ycarly meeting, “for the purpose 
“of considering, and, if thought fit,” of 
“accepting, an offer from the Government, 
“to grant tothe Company a crown lease 
“ofa certain piece of land adjoining the 


, THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


La 
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mn 
“ Company's premises at Hunghom, for the 


“construction of a proposed new dock on 
‘certain terms,” since withdrawn, proves 
that at any rate the scheme has not: been 
definitely abandoned. The Board of 
Directors has for a long time past been 
negotiating for this land, and it is quite 
possible that they do not even intend to 
recommend its acceptance; they may only 
mean to lay the Government proposals 
before the shareholders. At one time, as 
we all know, both the Board and the share- 
holders were in real carnest in seeking this 
extension to their premises, and in equally 
real earnest in desiring a large new dock 
wherein the biggest ships afloat or likely to 
be built) could be docked. Times have 
altered, however, and circumstances have 
changed since il was first proposed to add 
to the already extensive docking accommo- 
dation of the great local dock company. 
Where there was formerly unanimity of 
opinion on this questicn, there is now divi- 
sion, and the great mass of the shareholders 


and some of the directors, we understand, | 


are now entirely opposed to the project. 
It is seldom indeed that we feel called upon. 
to take a hand in matters which concern 
publie companics, inasmuch as we entertain 
the belief that, as a rule, the shareholders 
are or ought to be competent to look after 
their own interests, while the community 
generally can look on with unconcern if a 
inistake is about to be made or a disastrous 
competition invited - or averted, But in 
this case, where so many absent investors 
are interested, where a vast sum of money 
is proposed to be spent--a sum at least 
double the capital of Company: -it seems to 
us that a calm and dispassionate review of 
the whole subject may prove useful and 
help the shareholders to come to a sensible 
decision on a matter of real moment to the 
Cuiony, inasmuch as the stock is widely 
held aud its permanent depreciation cannot 
fail to have a very adverse influence on the 
market generally. ; ale 
First of all, then, let us consider what is 
the present position of the Dock Company 
and its capabilities in the way of docking 
and executing work. It has a subscribed 
eapital of two and a balf million dollars in 
fifty thousand shares of fifty. dollars each, 
and at the end of 190], after payment of 
dividend und bonus of 18 per cent., carried 
8420,119 forward to working account. - It 
ig now proposed to pay a dividend of 12 per 
cent, and carry $290,000 forward. This is 
somewhat less than the previous year, but 
business has not heen good nor profits so 
large. The Deck Company already possess 
the following ducking facilities :— 
At Hunghom.-- ° Length Breadth 


No. 1 (Admiralty) Deck 576 ft. 86 ft. 
No. 2 - 371 0 74 
No. 3. ,  6f , 49 ,, 
Patent-Slip, No. 1 . 240 ., 60 ,, 
oe ” ” 2 vee 239 ” 6uU 9 
At Taikokt:ui— 
Cosmop: litan Dock 466, 85, 
At Aberdeen— 
Hope Dock ... 43) ,, 84, 
Lamont Duck a 333 ,, 64. ,, 
All the docks are supplied with every 


appliance—especially at tunghom— for 
the work of docking and repairing vessels, 
and the machinery has been again and again 
brought ) 
material are always kept in hand. This 
fact explains why the Dock Company always 
has a large overdraft at'the Bank, agatuat 
indents constantly arriving. The large 
cruisers Powerful aud Terrible have both 
been ducked in the Admiral y Dock, and 
this dock gives sufficient accommodation 
for the largest merchant vessel that has 
ever visited the port or that is likely to run 
in these waters. Even the new boats for 


up to date, while large stocks of. 


eso aoe 


| 
4 


geen nnn 


* 


_and = properties 
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the Toyo Kisen Kaisha now in course of 


construction will not exceed 12,000 tons, or 
560 feet in length by 63 feet beam, for 
which the Admiralty Dock furnishes ample 
margin; It is true tbat it is desirable to be 
thoroughly up to date, but if this can only 
be accomplished at such an enormous 
addition to the capital of the Company as 
to render fhe provision of such facilities a 
luxury that can never be made to pay ng 
an ‘investment, the wisdom of incurring 
such resyonsibility may well he doubted. 
At the moment, the Hongkong and | 
Whampoa Dock Company, Limited, ac- 
cupies, relatively to anv competitor, a 
practically impregnehle  pesition. — Its 
facilities are so great in proportion {o ils 
capital that it can afford to accept work at 
prices that would he! starvation to a com- 


capitalequal to the possession of the plant 
this Company. enjoys. 
Ehould tke lecal Company, however, be so 
il adviced as to decide upon a fghting 
policy and to endeavour, by the provision of 
further decking acccmmudation, to starve 
out the cpposiuion, it will assuredly cmbark 
upon & ruinous course. The opposition bus 
already commenced operations, and is pro- 


‘viding Loth cocks and slips which will— 


more especially in view of the new dock in 
the, Royal Naval Deckyard in’ course of 
construction provide for all the increase in 
decking business in this Colony likely to 
teke place forthe next two decades at least. | 


Let the Hongkong and. Whampoa Deck t 


Company he preyurcd to work in larmony 
with the new cstablishent at Quarry Pay 
aud there will probably be cmpleyinent. 
encugh for | oth, as a large proportion of 
the Blue Tunnel ficet will doubtless ley 
docked here instead of at Liverpool and 


Shanghai. But it is usetess to expect a 
ecolinuarce of the menopoly  hitLerto 
enjoyed. ‘That will scon lea thing af the 


past, ard rates will no dcult have to ccme | 
down to scine extent. Indeed, there have | 
latterly Leen signs that the maximum profits | 
had already been seached and that ship- 
owners Woe disinclined to yay the higt | 
rates denarded. The Loranva days of the | 
Dock Company are in fect already over, aud | 
it , will have to rely, in the future, en 
executing wore work at sweller profits and 
to exeicige, plclibly, a kecuer cocbany | 
both in Jaleur aud waterial. There has | 


both skilled and unekilled labour, ard when 
there is a further compctition fer this 
Jabour it is prolalle that, unless tle deck | 
companics work im ccnjurcticn, there will 


-be considirable difficulties to be faced in 
The yearly recrudescence of 
the plague ard the niore ficquent outbreaks | 


this direction. 


of cholera, rendering 1ecersary cxpensive | 
sanitary }recautions, constitute ta ather 
impoitaut factor in the future warking cf 
this great industrial concer, ta provide 
against which the Beard of Dicetors 


foresight. Ibe Cemyrny les rew fer 
years been swimmirg in smecth water, but 
there are rocks alcid apainet which it 
would ke folly to cellide. The opportunity 
to build the cesircd big new deck las come 
aud gone, and it now only remaiis to mike 


with excellent piosjects if conducted 
the lines of ccumonzeuse. 


pelifg company which was working on 
i 
I 
i 
| 
1 
t 


1 ; }divg at Canton, Swatow, and other ports is 
should concentrate all their cueigics and | 


] ideductirg the provincial “squeezes” snd 
the best of what is assuredly a fine property , 


OPIUM TAXATION. 


aa > —__— 
(Daily Press, 19th August.) - 

The question of the morality of tle opium- 
traffic is one which is likely to exercise 
many good feople for a Jong time to come, 
and in Hongkong we get frequent reminders 
from heme of the effcrts being made there 
to stop the trade, in the shape of pamphlets 
from the antiopium paity. Since, how- 
ever, the finding of the last opiumcommission 
appointed ly the British Government was 
such that it could but little plese those 
who would totally abolish the manufacture 
and export of the drug = fiem British 
possessions, and since it is impossible for 
the sensible wan fo condemn utterly the 
production of opium while neglecting a 
subject which-touches England itsclf more 
nearly, the impartation of far mere harmful 
preparations of alcohol into savage or semi- 
civilised countrics, we may plead justifiea- 
ticn for considering the @pium trade esa 
feet and not in the light of a subject for 
moral consideration, A point has arisen 
in conncefien with the opium-tiade in 
Chira which cannot le neglected hy these 
terested in British commerce here. It 
must Te rananlerd that the trade in 
apium is entively a Pritish trade, and that 
the Thd’an Goverment is) very largely 
interested in it. In 1885 what is known 
for shat as the * Opium Convention ” was 
signed af Tarden between Britain and 
China, bairg ently additional articles tu the 
Chefoo Convention of E&76, which was only 
firally vatificd in 1886. These articles tovk 
particular: neice of the opium trade aud 
laid down certain regulations with regard 
to the ampert snd dekin duties ch apium 
breught info China. ‘The matter — is 


brought ap ly the raising from this mouth’ 


cuward of the import and lekin dues by 160 
per cent, S400 Tcing now charged when 
formerly the imposts amounted to $200 
per chest. New the fifth of the ad- 
ditional aiticles to the Chefvoo Agreement 
reads is follows: The Chit cre Gouvein- 
“ment undertakes that when the packages 
“shall have been epencd at the place of 
Seorsumptien the cpium shall net be 
rubjected ta ruy tax or contributien, 
> direct or indircct, ether tha or in excess 
“of such tex or contribution as is or may 
“hereafter be levied Gu native qpium. Z 
Canton, Swatew and otber coast 


“ 


places 


been anall-rcund increase in the rates of fae the treaty perts to which the opium 


passes, through THergkepg, but they are 
vet of course the plaves ef consumpticn 
of all the cpivmescat fo them. The pack- 
apes cf foreign cpium are opered at the 
shops urd cyium-divans at the various 
ufard tewrs, ete. where the drug is sold 
sudsmcked. Tle native drug is also sold 
and corsuned at these same shops and 
therefore lw the treaty clause to which we 
lave veferied should be equally taxed. To 
charge en eddition:) tax on the foreign 


contiary to the treatv. But naturally the 
Clircse Gover: wert would find it of 
enormous difficulty to levy the fax at places 
cf consumption ard on the native as well 
as the foreign diug. Very little menex 
would le dikely to reach Peking  aftev 


the extia cost of collection. It is far easier 


OO | (cxcept?in so far.as Great Pritain is likely 


(matter. If China is to differentinte in the 

way described above against the foreign, 
‘that is the British-grown, drug, let us have 
the terms set out in black and white, A 
tacit violation of a- treaty without protest 
from the losing party can only have a bad 
effect on the Chinese official mind. 


ee 


A PLAGUE EXPERIMENT IN THE 


‘to interfere on treaty grounds) to.levy a 

ae mm ah double fax on the foreign drug, while we 

We have received a handsomely illuminated do rot know that the duties cn the native 
pregramme of the Cercnation Day recepticn at | auction Have actiahhe al ined 
the Meni'a Clubcn the Mhinst. A pregiawme rh ad a a ee on eS 
of twenty pieccs cf music was played, ccceluding cre can be no doubt thet a violation of 
with the “Star-Spargled Bauner” and“ God | the 1885 Convention has been comuitted, 
Save the King!” The committee in charge of and now when a new treaty is being 
the arrangements consisted of twenty-five gentle- 
mep, Mr. W. Newton acting as hon. secretary. 


and come to a definite agreement in the 


eegotiated it is time to take note of the fact! 


PUNJAB. 
' a 
(Daily Presa, 21st August.) 

Any ineasurcs which other cities or covern- 
ments are adopting to combat the ravages 
of bubonic plague must of necessity be of 
the greatest interest to Hongkong. More 
particularly must the metbods which have 
recommended themselves to the sanitary 
authorities in the different parts of India 
call for our notice, since many of the con- 
ditions which e1.viron life bere and in India 
are similar. In the past few years much 
altention has leen paid to the way in which 
Bembay has attempted to get rid of its 
regularly recurring epidemics of plague, 
Now it is the Punjsb which comes forward 
with a schame, on the success or failure of 
Which great issues may very likely hang. 
This scheme is nothing less than the inocu- 
Jation cf six and a halt millions people. 
hetwecn the months of September ard 
January next, at the cost of cight and a 
half lakhs of rupees. The inoculation is to 
he entirely voluntary, and ‘therefore it will 
nat Le offered in the districts of the Punjab 
where plague in the past has been: only 
light, for the people would hardly be likely 
to accept the prophylactic. In the city dis- 
tricts, wherethe population isabout aimilion, 
itis hoped to inoculate half a million in 
the five monthscommencing with September., 
‘The rural populvtion affected by plague. 
numbers ten willions, of whom two-thirds 
must he inoculated in the same period if 
the scheme is to bold out any promise of 
success. ‘To accomplish this, the whole 
available n edical staff of the Purjab is to 
be concentrated on the work, supplemented 
by five members of the Indian Medical 
Service from other purts of India and 
thirty-seven medical men from England, 
‘emporarily engaged. This ‘is a_ great 
scheme and shows (that its author, Sir 
Cuar es Riyaz, is prepared to stake his 
reputation cn tle theory that inoculation is 
the only hopeful measure against plague. 
The Times of India, to which we are 
indebted for the cutlines of the Punjab 
propesal, says that it is a confession that 
in dealing with a disease like pvapue all 
palliatives such ps those suggested by the 
Indian Placue Commission, on which Jakhs 
of rupces have Leen and are still being 
speut, are of little use.“ Evacuation, the 
“most effective measure in this category,” 
continues cur Boubhay contemporary, “1s 
“impracticab’e in the towns und unpopular 
“in the rural arcas. The lesson the 
“Government have been so slow to learn 
‘ycquired no demonstration after the de- 
“vastating epidemic which swept the Pun- 
“jab during the last cold weather, and the 
experiences of Pombay since 1898. It is 
“also the first official admission that inocu- 
‘Jation is the ove effective Weapon against 
“plague in the sanitariars’ armoury.” 
Now, as the Times cf India goes on to 
ndimit, success or failure in the matter is 
whele dependent on the attitude of the 
people whom it is propesed to inooulate. 
If they are sufficiently convinced by the 
jast epidemics, they may come forward to be 
inoculated with the readiuess which is 
hoped for, in which case many of the lead- 
ing Indian authorities are of the opinion, 
based ,on previous experience, that the 
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Punjab will enjoy a respite from plague 
during the next fatal season—which in 
India is during the cold weather. On the 
other hand, the prophylactic may he ac- 
cepted only half-heartedly or even declined, 
in which cage the plan falla to the ground. 
The Times of India points out that the 
experience of Bombay, where the most 
active propaganda, accompanied by pccuni- 
ary compensation, failed to bring more 
than a fraction of the population to the 
inoculators, is not encouraging ; but in the 
Punjab, Government has to deal with a 
different people, and must have good 
grounds on which to base its plans. 

Hongkong cannot take a merely academic 
interest in the measures adopted in India 
against the plaguc, and we must be pre- 
pared to learn from the proposed campaign 
in the Punjab lessons which we may have 
to make use of ourselyes, This year 
fortunately we have had no such severe 
visitation of plague as have recently befallen 
us, but the discase is dying hard still and 
a total of five hundred and fifty cases 
cannot be looked on as satisfactory, except as 
compaied with the figures of bad epidemic 
years. We have tricd, at the end of 1901 
and the beginning cf the jreseut year, a 
system of cleansing the city ou a fur more 
thorough scale than hitherto, but we cannot 
of course tell what, if any, connection this 
has had with the decreare of plague. We 
must wait forexpert opaen in the plague 
report of 1902. The vigorous sanitary 
measures which have | ccn adi pted are not 
in any ‘case, we presuie, likely to be aban- 
doned. Should it unhappily be proved in 
the near future that cleansing the city does 
not mean freing it ficm plague, then we 
shall have to seck other scbenies. In 
cont ection with this, we may well ask our- 
selves: ‘ What chance would inoculation 
have among the Chinese of Hongkong ¢ ’, 
At the present moment, we might answer: 
none at all. Chinese public opinion would 
have to be cducated up tu it, and the 
process of education weuld be long and 
arduous, As in India, a tremendously 
heavy responsibility would}yest with those 
who have influence over (Be nutive mind. 
We would prefer to think that plague can 
be fought in Hongkene without baving 
recourse (o Whiulesale inoculation, but the 
future alone can show us whether we can 
reasonably hope so. 


ANGLO-RUSSIAN RIELATIONS. 
eae 
' (Daily Press, 22nd August.) 
When we consider the vast number of 
points at which the interests of Great 
tre aud Russia come into contact, 


throughout the world, we need feel nu sur- 
prise that there should be in cither country 
a party which urges that the oily soluticn of 
the difficulties which conctartly arise is the 
formation of «a definite understanding 
between the wo naticny. In Englaud we 
are well aware of the cxistence of such a 
party, wheee prophet is Mr. Henry 
Norman. The membeis of this party are 
for the most part clear-leaded amen, who 
are quite able to make skilful use of the 
stroug «rgunents lying ready to hand. 
The more ececntric type of Russuphil, such 
as Mr. W. T. Sreap, 1s lees discrimirating 
in advocating the advantages of friendship 
with the government of the Tear, That 
there is iu Russia a party which similarly 
hopes for a satisfactory understanding with 
Great Britain is a less familiar fact. to most. 
English redders. There has just been issued 
from London the first number of a magazine 
entitled Russia, the object of which is to 
“make known to English people what 


| 


| 


‘* Russia is doing to-day and wat the will do 
“to-morrow,” to be an organ to serve the 
interests of both countries and to’ become a 


link between them not only in political, 


but still more in economical and commercial 
problems. As far as the first number is 
concerned, ‘we should judge that Russia 
should do something toward giving’ the 
English a chance of forming a juster 
estimate of Russia’s potentialities and of 
the openings possible for commerce. As 
the first article points out, the Germans 
and later the Americans have been doing 
their best to appropriate for themselves the 
Russian market. Great Britain still oc- 
cupies the first place in the import and 
export trade. of Russia, but her preeminence 
is being threatened, and Germany has 
already gone ahead of us in the item of 
exports to Russia. As we have so often 
heard before, the Germans have studied the 
country’s wants more carefully and con- 
sequently offer the vendors the goods which 
they are most likely to want. It isto be 
trusted that the constant dwelling upon 
this fact is beginning to have some effect. 
upon British firins doing business abroad. 
The desirability, however, of closer com- 
mercial relations between Britain and 
Russia is not disputed. It is when we 
approach the question a political drawing 
together that the subject becumes so 
difficult. The editor of Russia states that 
“Euglaud herself is to-day satisfied that 
“she must abandon the position of tradi- 
‘tional igolation for au useful and a power- 
“ful alliance in Eurepe.’? Such an ideal 
alliance, he continues, bas been prepared 
by history itself. ‘ Ruesia is the Great 
“ Power which is indicated by the record of 
“centuries, uo less than bv her geogra- 
“ phical, economical, and political position, 
“as Kngland’s uatural ally.” Now this 
argument starts with error, for the mass of 
the British people is no wore convinced 
than ave its leaders that an European alli- 
ance is uecessary or desirable, Public 
political opinion is as wuch against an 
wliance which would entangle us on the 
Continent of Europe as it bas ever beeu. 


Even those sho were thoroughly weary of 


the phrase * glorious isolation” and wel- 
conicd with. enthusiasm the Avglo-Japanese 
agreement, have no wish. to revolutionise 
vur policy in Europe by an alliance with 
vue uf the land Powers. When the writer 
in Russie goes on to say that ‘ England 
“ard Russia have very great interests in 
“common in the world, and the fate of these 
“quterests depends on their mutual confid- 
“ence,” we can go a long way with him, and 
the intention uf his magazine to encourage 
this confidence deserves the strongest pos- 
sible support. He continues, however, by 
saying that ‘unhappily, if Russia kuows 
“her great ueighbour in Asia, England 
“knows Russia only superficially, hence the 
“mistrust of England towards Russia.” The 
want ef knowledge of Russia in England 
must le admitied, but where dues Russia 
show her knowledge of England’ In the 
S. Petersburg ‘journals or other organs of 
the cducated classes 2? Such misstatements 
injure a yood cause. It must be recognised 
alike by Russia and Britain. that cach is 
ignorant of the cther’s country and must 
set liumself to learn something, fur thus 
alone is an improvement in relations pos- 
sille. By all means an understanding in 
commercial avd econcinic affairs should be 
arrived at, aud if it is possible a political 
understauding would be extremely desir- 
able. But the advocates of concessions to 
Russia to promote such an understanding 
ag the latter forget Port Arthur. As for 
an actual alliance, that is 1 dream—and a 
dream which few would care to realise. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


, [Angust 25, 1902. 


THE COMMERCIAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. 


———— 
(Daily Press, 20th July.) 


we Tes ALUN, COTM IL SE TE 


The unanimous assurances of Their Ex- - 
cellencies Yuan Su1-xar, Lig Kuna-y1 and © 


Cuana Cuin-tune to Mr. SHARRETTS, 
the representative of the United States in 


the tariff negotiations between the Powers. 


and China, were not of a startling nature 
nor otherwise than what might have been 
expected of the three Chinese statesmen in 
question. The conduct of these high 
officials was irreproachable at a time when 
nearly all other leading men in China were 
backing up the criminal conduct of the 
reactionary clique ut the Imperial Court, 
and, though their latest remark is in the 
nature of a truism, it is none the less wel- 
come as an indication that their views on 
what China’s relations with the outside 
world should be have not changed. The 
addition which they made with regard to 
China’s exhibit at the St. Louis Exposition 
may be taken to show that they were not 
pledging anything on behalf of the Chinese 
Government, though the fact that they 
should so add the statement is certainly a 
tribute to the energy of the Exposition’s 
special commissioncr. Perhaps it is the 
multitude of ‘“ commissioners ” -of various 
kinds now in China which has caused 
certain misunderstandiugs about the status 
of some of them. We have heard within 
the course of the current month that 
Mr. Suarretrs has handed to the 
Chinese Cominissioners a draft of a new 


commercial treaty, which he asks them to 


negotiate upon. Now Mr. SHaRretis 
bas no rower to do anything of the sort. 
He was sent out from the United States as 
a Commissioner for the Tariff, which 
is now finished, und he has nothing 
todo with the Treaty, the United States 
Commissioners for tbe latter being Mr. 
Concer, Consul-General Goopnow, and 
Mr. J. 8. Fearon of Shanghai. The treaty 
itself ix nut befure ua’ yet, and it is impos- 
sible therefore to discuss its clauses, The 
most difficult point, that which deals with 
the lekin question, has been referred to the 
British Government, and it is unreasonable 
to expect u speedy decision, even if it were 
desitable to scttle such a matter hastily, 
which every man interested in the China 
trade kuows is far from being the case. 


HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. : 


a as 


A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on the 2ist inst. in the Board Room, 
Present :—Dr. J. M. Atkinson, Principal Civil 
Medica! Officer (President); Hor. W. Chatham, 
Director of Public Works; Hon. Dr. F. W. 
Clark, Medical Officer of Health; Mr. C. MclI. 
Messer, Acting Registrar-Weneral; Mr. E. 
O:borne, and Mr. Lau Chu Pak. 

SANITARY SUR\EYOR'S REPCRT, 


The report of the Sanitary Surveyor (Mr. - 


J. J. Bryan) for the second quarter of .1902 
bore “that plans had been passed for the 
drainage of 6&3 houses, bringing the total 
number in hand duriug the quarter up to 1,072. 
The drainage of 16] hovses was completed, 
Notices for repairs or alterations to the drains 
of 121 houses had been received, making the 
total number in kend 344, of which 125 had 
been completed. 
that 157 houses had been Luilt in accordance 
with the requirementscf Secticn Sof Ordinance 
13 of 1901. ‘The drains of 26 l uses bad been 
found to require recourtiuction and notices 
served accordingly. In addition to these, 6,424 
houses had beep ingyected with the result that 
583 drainage nuisances had been discovered, 
237 nuisances had been reported to the Medical 
Officer of Health and 85 {0 the Director o¢ 
Public Works to te dealt with by them; 1,13¢ 


Certificates had been granted - 


choked drain 
cleansed. 


-pipes on priva‘e property had been 


THE DEATH-RATE, 

It was reported that tho death-rate for the 
week ended 2nd August was °5 0 per 1,060 of 
the population per annum ag agains{ 26.4 in 
the previons week and 35.6 in the corresponaing 
week of the previous year. 

LIME-WA8HING RETURNS, 

The lime-washing ieturns for the fort- 
night ended 16th August showed that 85 
houses in the Eastern District had been treated. 

RAT-CATCHING. 

A return was laid on the table showing that 
during the week ended 18th Angust 452 rats 
had been caught in Victoria and Kowloon. Of 
these, 28 were found to be infected. 

This was all the business. 

bey pana 


HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 
; OF COMMERCE. 
_—- - ———--— - - ae 

At the monthly. meeting of the Hongkong 
General Chamber of Commerce held in the 
Chamber Room, City Hall, on Tuesday, 12th 
Aug., 1902, at 4 p.m., present:—Hon, (. ¥. 
Sharp (Chairman), Mr. W. Poate (Vice- 
Chairman), Hon. C. W. Dickson, Messrs. A. 
Haupt, E. A. Hewett. N. A. Siebs, J. R. M, 
Smith, H. E. Tomkins, Hon. Rk. Shewan 
(ex-officio), and. A. R. Luwe (Lecretary). 

. MINUTES. 

The minutes of the monthly meeting of (he 
8th ultimo and of the special meeting of the 
22nd ultimo were read and confirmed. - 

STORM-WARNINGS. 

Read letter from Colonial Secretary dated 
3lst ullimo, enclosing report from the Acting 
Director of the Kowloon Observatory, in 
reply to the Chamber's letter of 4th ultimu. 

A letter was algo read, which had been 
tddrersd] to the Chamber by eight mastuis of 
China coast. steamers, from Swatow on 4th 
instant, complaining of the inadequate storm- 
warnings issned by the Kowloon Observatory. 

Some discussion followed and it wis decided 
to address the Government again in the matter 

* PROPOSED LICENSING OF PIIOTS. 

: Read letter from the Co'onial Secretary of 
16th ult. stating that {he Officer Administering 
the Government had had under’ consideration 
the report, forwarded by the the Chamber on 18th 
June Jatt, on this subject, but that he cannot 
see his way {o adopt the suggestion of the 
Chamber, as he considers it would place tke 
Harbour Master or other Government ¢ ficer 
in an entirely false posilion if he had to yive 
certificates for qualifications which snch \ fiicer 
cannot test. 

In the discussion which followed it was 
pointed out that other ports on the China coast 
were able to control the pilots, and it was even. 
tally agreed to refer the Governmect's reply 
to the sub-ccmmittee, Messrs. E. A. Hewctt, 
“A. Haupt, and W. Poate, who originally drew 
up the report of tte Ch«mber on the subject. 

CHINESE 8T.WAWAYS TO PHILIPPINES. 

The following letter was read :—- 

Colonial Eecretary's Office, 
: Ist August, 1962. 

Sir,—I am directed {o acquaint you for the 
information of the Chamber of Commerce that 
after careful consideraticn of ycur letter of the 
18th ultimo, with its enclosures, the Officer 
Administering the Government regrets that he 
does not see his way 10 ad«pt the suggestions to 
increase the heavy penalties already imp: sed by 
law on stowaways and those who aid and abet 
them. : 

2. His Excellency ig, however, addressing the 
authorities in Manila, to ask them to udopt 
measures by which may be avoided the heavy 
penalties imposed on British ships upon which 
stowaways are found alter every reasonable 
effort had been made to prevent the shipring of 
such stowaways, or in which Chinese found at 
large in Manila allege that they have keen 
imported—I have the honour to te, Sir, your 
‘obedient servant, 

F. H. May, 
Colonial Secretary. 


x 


The SECRETARY, 

Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong. ; 
_ The CHalgMan said pending the resu't cf 
ike Government's negotiations with {he autho- 
ztities in Manila, nothing further could be 
=€one, Information, however, had reached the 
Committee from the Colonial Secretary that 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Governor Taft 


would 


jmatter it weuld give a favonrable opportunity 
for representing the case. 


NEW CHINESE EMIGRAT.ON ORDINAS CR. 
To reply to the Chamber's let(er of [st ult. 
:to the Government suggesting that the deten- 
jtion of the cmigiants in the Learding henses 
;might be reduced from 48 to °4 hours and 
| Stating that the Chamb-r did not support the 
boarding he use keepers’ petition in other 
{| respects, a letter was read from the Co'onial 
Secretary stating that His Excellency tha 
Cfficer Administering the Government could not 
approve of an amendment to the Ordinance as 
suggested. and pointed out that the petitioners 
i had intimated that they bow had no desire {ce 
have curtailed the period of 48 hours laid. down 
{in the Ordinance. 


; ATTEMIT TO IMPOSE LEKIN AND PATTERY 
TAX ON YARNS IMPORTED INTO CANTON 
BY BRITISH STEAMERS. 


| the last meeting, a letfer was addressed {o 
H. B. M. Consnl-General at Canton asking for 
jinfermation on this snhject. His reply, dated 
[14th nit. was read stating {hat recently the 
lekin antherifies had issued a proclamaticn 
claiming, within the Treaty Port area, lekin on 
:cotfou yarn imported by steamers in the hands 
‘of traders after passing the Maritime Customs, 
les had hitherto been done when brought into 
Canton hy junk and passing through the Hoppo's 
affice. It wis explained to the Vicerey that 
| the nationality of the importer was immaterial 
and a request was made to the Vicercy for the 
| withdrawal of the proclamation and issue of one 
clearly setting forth the rights of impcrters 
| under the Treaty. ; 

A letter was read dated llth inst. addressed 
to H. B. M. Consul-General pointing out the 
unsatisfactory state of affairs disclosed Ly his 
letter and csking whether the position of 
matters still remained {he same as disclosed hy 
his letter. 

The CHAIRMAN said that he had heard thai 
the Viceroy had since given way, but so far no 
official confirmation was to hand. 
| INCREASE OF DUTIES LEVIID ON 

OPIUM AT CANTON. 


Tnoformation having reached the Committee 
that on increased tax of $200 on foreign opium 
had Leen fixed to ccmmence on Istinst., a lelter 
wis addicvssed to H B.M. Consul-General at 
Canton sshing for confi:mation. His reply was 
read, dated Gth instant. stating that arravge- 
tents had been made and anoffice opencd with the 
sanction cf the Chinese authorities {o collect the 
new tax of Tle. 115.20 in addition to duty Tis. 
3 end lckin "Ys. 80 per chest. It was stated, 
however, that so far no collection had taken 
place through lack «f imperis, but that £0 
chests arriving had been returned to Hongkong 
unlanded, asit was feared the new duty would 
be imposed. ; 

I: wes unanimously agreed, after some dis- 
cussion, {o bring again this serious state of 
matters to the attention of H.B.M's Minister at 
Peking. 

IMPERIAL CABLE COMMUNICATION. 

A leter was read from the London Chamber 
of Commerce, dated 28th May last, bringing to 
the notice of the Chamber the report of the 
Inter-Departmental Committee formed to con. 
sider the’ resolutions passed at the Fourth 
Congress of Chamber. of Commerce of the 
Empire in June, 1900. 

1t was decided to 1eply, in view of the report 
of the Inter-Departmental Committee express- 
ing the opinion that they are not prepared to 
say that, with the exception of those to the 


Gold Coast and Nigeria, existing rates are | 


excessive, it is useless {o continue the discussion 
for the present, but in view of the fact that 
the rates ketween India and Great Britain, and 
between the Straits Settlements und Great 
Brilain, had been reduced after the Inter- 
departmental expression of opinion. the 
Committee would press for a reduction of the 
Hongkong rates again shortly. 

lt was also decided to point out that accord- 
ing to agreement for landing rights granted by 
the Hongkong Government to the Cable 
Companies, the ; ublic were practically delivered 
over to these Companies in the matter cf 
charges for messages to or from this Colony, 


shortly he passing 
through the Colony, and if he would consent to 


receive a deputation from the Chamber on {hia 


In accordance with the decision come to at | 


143 
and that specially in view of the reference by 


the Inter-Department Committee to the ques- 
tion of granting landing rights this 


possible op; ortonity, 
—$—$ __________., 


THE HEALTH OF HONGKONG. 
AE 

‘The year's plague figures at noon on the 23rd 
inst., after the additicnof ten fatal Chinese cases 
in the past fi e days, ataod at 555 cases (6 
Europeans, 520 Chineso; 19 other Asiatics), 548 
deaths (4 Europeans, 524 Chinese. 15 other 
Asiatics). ; 

‘I he previons week's figures for communicable 
direasex in the Colony were :— Plague, 12 cases 
Chinese, wifh 12 deaths; cholera, 21 casas 
(Chinese), with 19 deaths; enteric fever, t 
Enropean case ; puerperal fever, 1 Chinese case. 


MISHAP ON THE PEAK 
TRAMWAY. 


A wishap ocerired on the “Oth inst. on the 
Peak Tramway, which had the effect of in- 
terrupting the servico for several hours. As the 
¢ 40 tram was on the way up the incline it failed 
fo make the turn {o the right at the crossing 
anil kept on the straight line-down which the 
other car was ccming, thereby making a collision 
possible, if oct imminent. Happily such a 
catastrophe was prevented, and in « manner 
that says a great deal for the efficiency of the 
seivice. The cause of the mishcp was as follows. 
When the upgoing car appreached the crossing 
at which the driver directs his car on to {he Icop- 
live to the right, {be signals were in his favour, 
denoting that the peints were in the usual 


‘position to perm t of the car going on to the 
‘loopline, 


Accoiding!y the car was sent ahead 
but at the last moment. the pointsman who is 
stationed at the crossing changed the points, 
thereby cansiug the car to go stiaight ahead on 
the frack npon which the other car was des- 
cending. Fortunately this serious mistake on 
the part of the Chinese pointeman was attended 
by uo serious conseqnences, thanks {o the 
premptness of the bra! esmep. As soon as the 
brakesman of the ascending car fourd thut he 
had not ceught the pints but was on the 
straight track, he shut down his lrakeand camato 
an instanteneous standstill, signalling meanwhile 
that there was sone thing wroi g. In the teme 
manner, the lrakesman cf the down-coming 
car shut dcwn his brake and so averted a 
collision, When the ascendjng car was diverted 
from her proper course, the cable was dragged 
out of ifs groove and {hree pulleys were da- 
maged. The repairing of these, with tbe shift- 
ing back of the car which had gone on the 
wrong track, had the effect ‘of stopping the 
service until half-past twelve o'clock, at which 
lime the cars re-ccmmenced running. A werd 
of praise is deserved by the brakesmen, but for 
whcse presence of mind and promptners - of 
action a serious collision might have resulted. 


Naturally, the occurrence cansed some exci‘e-— 


ment among the passengers. It is not known 


what made the pointsman alter the points and . 


so send the car on to the wrong linr. He was 
an old servant of the Ccmpany and was 
thorou; hly conversant with his work. Ap- 
parently his action was due to excitement or an 
aberration of mind. At any rae he seemeddto 
realise the culyability that he had laid himeelf 
under, for he vanished and has not since ben 
heard of. 
he 

H.¥. Chou Fu, who was Provincial Treasurer 
of Chibli, end an assistant cf the late Marquis 
Li Huvg-charg during the peace negotiations 
with the Powers in Peking, arrived in Chinan, 
the capital of Shantung province, from Paoting 
on the 8th inst., und took over his sesls of 
cfice cn Faturday, the 9th instant, from 
Governor Chang Jen-chun, who is transferred 
to Shansi. 


A telegram dated Berlin, 9th August, says :-— 
“It is ebeolutely certain that-Siam will not be 
supported Ly any Eurcpean Power gagsinst 
France, as far 2s the latter cen clam: treaty 
rights: All Powers, including Great Britain, 
will remain reutral.” Much depends on what 
neutrality means here. It does not, we 


presnme, imply that France is to make her own 


interpretation of treaty rights. 


stute of - 
matters shonld be {erminated at the earliest 
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CHINESE CARPENTERS’ STRIKE. 


We learn that {Le Cl ‘ice ship-carpenters in 
Victoria and Kowlocn have struck werk for an 
increase of wages. ‘Ihe first. fo cme cut (this 
they did over a fortnight age) were the 
employees of the Dock Company at Hunghero, 
and they were followed by tle carpenters ¢m- 
ployed in the ehipbuilding yard cf Messrs. 
Bailey & Murphy at Yaumati, and finally by 
the entire bedy of shipwrights (hroughont the 
Colony, the strike Lecoming general two days 
ego. The demand made by the strikers :s for 
an all-rund daily wege of 65 cents, The 
present rate of pay per day at the Docks is 
50 cents for ship caipenters, while Chinese 
cuployers give 40 centa, At the Docks the 
strike, coming as it did suddenly, caused scme 
{emporary inconvenience, Lut the work there is 
now iupning ax smoothly as can be ¢xpe cled 
under the circumstances. The men, it appears, 
gave no notice of {Leir pu pose until they drapped 
their tools, and the notices that were posted up 
stating their demands hore no signaime; the 
whole affair, in fret, secms to have kecn carried 
cut precipitately, and, but fer the acticn since 
{aken Ly the other shipwrigh{s in the Coleny, 
weuld suggest a leck of organisation. ‘The 
masters have nef shown any inclinuticn to 
ccmp'y with the men’s demands, and matters 


are apparently now ata deadlock. The numkcr 


of men cn strike is estimated to he Letween 


2,00 ard 3,00. 


: police. 


—_—_———— 


(HE PIRACY BY BEACHCUMKERS 


IN SHANGHAI. 


The N.C. Daily Nace of the J: 1h inst. gives 
{Le follawirg details of the skove case. cf 
wlich we have alriidy Leaid the kare cutlines 
hy telegiaph :— 

A daring care of what may le dcscribed as 
pirecy cecuricd cn Sunday Jast, iu which three 
foeigners were the peipetratas of a crime 
that may cost them dearly. Two Britishers 
nemed respectively Brown end Emith, and an 
American vamed Plant, all cf whcm are Fea- 
men of the beachcember class, cn that duy gave 
ciders {0 various compredorcs cn Brcadway for 
a quantity of provisions, amcuntirg in value fo 
£200, to be del.vered aboard the echocner Agnes, 
{he property of Mr. Geo. A. Derly of ihe 
American Consulate. Thissmart little craft is 
well known, having heen previowsly iu fervica 
as a pilot schoener. The provisicus, sufficient 
for a month, were duly placed on the Agites, 
and at nightfall ihe three men boarded her, one 
eeizing the laodah by the throit and ckcking 
Lim into submission, while the others raised the 
anchors snd ¢et sail for the eca. They geta 
little pest Woceung, when for scme cause at 
present unexplained—perhays {hreugh the 
agency of the lacdch—the sclecner tcok 
the grcund, and someore paccirg by who 
knew: the craft conveyed infarmaticn to Mr. 
Terby. ‘Ibe latter immdistely chartered a 
s‘eam Jannch, engaged the arsistence cf several 
friends, and armed with a Winchester rifle 
went in pureuit of the miscreants. Arriving at 
tho +pot he found the two Britishes sat card, and 
at the muzzle cf the rifle tirested them, and 
{akirg the schconcr in tow brcught them to 
Shanghai. where they were handed over to the 
The American, Plant, cscaped when 
the rchconer went arhcie, Lut wrs arrest¢d by 
Detective-Sergent McDewell yesterday evening, 
ard all three will Le charged before tl cir ree pec- 
{ive Coreuls at 1] a.m. te-day. It is ru mised 
{lat the men hed beoty of ecme kind with 
which tley wiehcd to get clear of fort. and 
perhaps intended to cpeiate on rative jupks, 
ecme of which ccntain cersiderable {r asure. 
The cree ip emse fo attiict a great deal of 
aticnticn, e8 it is of a kind that is fertunately 
npcommon. 


ES 


The N.G. Daily News reco:ds the disap- 
peararce of “another old Jandmark” from 
Sharghai in the departue cf Mr. A. R. 
Denney by the Emprees of China. Mr. 
Dexnelly came out to China more than 30 years 
ige, and became a par{rer in Mersis. Cornaté 
& Ca, at Chefoo. tulsequently he Jeft them, 
rnd was ultimately ossecciatcd with Messrs. 
Feigusrcn & Co. It is understcod that Mr. 
Donnelly has gone to establiih himeelf in 
bnginess in London. ; 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


THE LATE MR. ALEXANDER 
MICHIE. 


The N-C. Daddy News seys:—-- Alexander 
Michie, who passed away cn tho 7th instant 
in the old country, at the age cf 68, was 
a man cf strong character, who made his 
mark in Shanghai mary years ago. He came 
ont fo Lindsay & Co. in 18.0 and afterwards 
lecame a partner in that firm, whieh was one 
of the Jeading houses of : hanghai until the 
commercial crisis of 1865 brenght it down, In 
those early days the China coast was almost 
unlhocwn, and it was Alexander Michie who 
practically discovered ( hefoo and Newchwang. 
which ports he visited ia a lorcLa:and he wasa 
memker cf the Blakisten expediticn to the 
Upper Yangtszein the sixties, when the gm ges 
were first parsed. He was subsequently a part- 
ner in the firm of Chapmen, King & Co., atld 
when that firm ceasd {o exist he went to 
Tjenisin, where for some ycars he was editor of 
the lecal paper. He wes an exceedingly prolific 
and {icnchanl. wrifer, and wes fer many years a 
contributor (o the Zimee and Blachiecod, bis 
writivg “heing cbarecterised by a vigour and 
directness not offen met. with. He dealt with 
the missionary and opinm questions in a very 
forcible manner, and established a lastirg 
reputation in {he literary werld Ly his great 
hook The Englishn:an in China, Alexander 
Michie was a men vot only of great attainments 
but of sterling worth and probity, and was a 
friend any man might have heen proud 0°, 
particulars of (he circumstances of his death 
have come to hard, | ut it is known that. le died 
in harress, full of power and vigcur fo the last. 
His memory will cver be geen to the many 
who enjoyed the pleasnre cf. his friendship. 

The Straits Th. ‘nu its chiluary uctice of 
Mr, Alexander Michie says that “ Mr. Michie 
was the correspondent of the Times at Peking, 
vntil slackuegs cansed his snpercession by Mr. 
es on, the present Tin es ccrrespondent 
there. 
heoks time that might have been more prefit- 
ably devoted to journalism.” Mcst people, we 
should think, would consider the writing of 
The Englishman in China a far more 
meritorious performance that {he iurning out 


of rn unlimited amount of jonrnalism. But. 
yerhaps our contempcrary is Icoking at the 
pecuniary prefits only. ; 


A CRITICISM OF HONGKONG 
BUILDINGS. 
—o----. 

A correspondent writes to the N.-C. Darly 
News on the subject of Luildings in Hovgkong. 
Some cf his remarks we reyreduce lelow :— 

Affairs in Hingkong are really rotten when 


we kare to co: {erd ayainst the buildings that 
have been built, and those that sre building. 
We {ake up (he newspaper and read that, say, 


at No. 56, First Street, the kitchen has collaps- 
ed ard one-man killed, and on fopcf this we 
find {hat {wo unoccupicd Lonses at Stanley‘have 
collapsed, “fortunefely withcut Ices of life.” 
What is the fault? It is put down io the 
excessive rain und other natural objections. but 
{he human biain is never called into question. 
Is it anything new to have excetsive reine, or is 
a typhocna novelty to the Colony? How is it 
that ve have buildings of a genuine 
stamp (hat seuivive the greatest stress and 
are tvilt {o evit climatic conditiens with- 
cut a waver in tleir stabilily? The answer 
thet en the face of it reems Brobdingnagian is 
really simple. ‘Thcse in power have carelessly 
pasecd that power to sutordinates, ard the very 
Feop'e who are mest righteously ind‘gnant at 
the state cf laiesez faire existing in the Colon 
are the ones {o be really blamed. It gives a 
wice openirg to the cynical philcsopher who 
exclaims: “ Why are fat salsries thrown ut 
people who do not werk for them? Let us 
institute Pocket Borcughs again.” And thus it 
ccmes to pass that the rceponsibles live in fine 
substan{iel homcs and the dregs are allcwed to 
thrive in Lulgirg walls and overbuilt s{:uctures. 
The cnly neicy extended is the permission to 
use your «pposite neighbour's house {o erect 
lsmEoo props {to prevent your residence 
reclining in the road. . . . 

The 1evelations«f the tyybcon wore astonish- 
ing. In the spaces of land where new additions 
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In fact Mr. Michie spent in writing j 
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to property were impossible, it was discovered 
that the Chinese had cultivated a system of 
building npon tuildings. A.-falling structure 
‘miy ht | ave a new story placed upon it, and the 
{oppling results carrizd disa-ter to the house 
next. door, and go on. Itis too long to give 
instance upon ivstauce of these catastrophes, 
but a mere glance at your Hongkong contem- 
poraries will satisfy anyone that Government 
inspection is a farce and even Shanghai can 
hcpe to compete with it. During the {yphoon, 
honses with only two years’ credit {o their age 
doubled up with cardboard facility. Take for 


example No. 45, Praya East; ove of this group. 


collapsed during @ previous storm, and on this 
{1 mble-down only eleven lives were lost Do 
net lay any stress upon the lors of life; we have 
Goverpment-inspectors paid to look after the 
‘ot, and we shall have more of these disasters 
as time prc ceeds. 

It would occupy too much of your space to 
give a cntalogue of the Hongkong crumbles, 
otherwise {he list would he lengthy and instrne- 
tive, even to a casual reader. The wanderer 
who strolls under the bamboo structures of the 
Crown Colony gains more instruction in noting 
the feebleness of bis surroundings, and he 
marvels that great minds are devoting elaborate 
attention {o prevent 1ats leavirg cr joining a 
ship, whercas a stupendous subject, such as 
safety in housing, is allowed to oceupy a second- 
ary porition in their thoughts. The final idea 
{hat crops np {o he aforesaid wanderer is: there 
must Le underhand work in the constitution. 


and squeeze is not confined to the Chinese. 


CANTON. 
FROM GUL CORRE SPO? DENT.) 


Canton, 14th August. 
NEW OPLUM-F2RMING MONOPQLY. 


{be opium farm jn Centen bas been daken 
over by Kwong Hing and Company, and the 
circumstances connec'«d with it are there. A 
certain Ng Pi Kao, a very capable and ex- 
perienced man, late Chinese Consul 2t Singa- 
pore, sent a proposul to one of the Imperial 
Princes at Peking, saying that he theught 
he could raise revenue fo the cxtent of 
(wo million dollars a year in Canton fer 
the Imperial Government towards payment 
of the foreign indemmity. The Prince took 
this propcsal with him and went fo interview 
Her Majesty the Empress Dowager. The pro- 
posal was at once accepted, and a telegram was 
sent {o the;Viceroy Tao Mu fo issue permiseicn 
to Ng Pi Kao, in the name of Kwong Hing 
and Ccmpary. Three hundred thousand dollais 
were prid down as a first instalment for six 
months’ trial; if successful, the monopoly will 
go on, and if after six months it should prove 8 
failure, then new arrapgementes will Le made. 
A dinner was-given in the Kwong Nga ccllege 
{o the cficials, directors, and shareholders, to 
inaugurate the iffair. There seems {o be a. 
difference cf opinion among the sharehc lde1s 
as 1o the chief directorship, which nearly 
resulted into a split. &cme preposed Wong 
Po Tin of Hongtong, scme Wing Yuk Tong 
-of Shun Tak, end others Ng Pi Kao. At length 
the last named has been 2cminated chief 
director. One balf of the sbaeholders are 
Hongkong pecple, and the otler half are 
Hunanece and Cantcnere. The Ccmpany in- 
te.ds to impcre a tax of one mrce and two 
cancateens upon cach tael of boiled ¢pivm, and 
also a tax on the op'um remaining in stock in 
the opium retail-ehcps. ‘The opium-retaile:s 
were very wuch dissatisfied with the arrsnge- 
ment and they presented a petition to the 
Viceroy, who bas disalk wed the tax. It is 


bined to Luy as littte raw op:um as pessible 
¢o boil. : 
AN EXAMINATION FIASCO. 

A wilitary examination was held on the 9th 
inst. {o choose candidates for admission into the 
military school. Over five hundred were entered 
frcm different districts, but one half had been 
suffering from dergu- fever and did not appear. 
Of the other balf mcst could hardly read and 
write, being more accustomed to performing 
feats of strength, avd exercises with bows and 
arrows, Literature was little in their line, so 
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@ little foresight. 
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only a small number ix said to 
admitted. 


{FROM THE " CHUNG NQOI BAN ba: 
Rate Rar nme csi 
THE CANTON-HANKOW INE, 
H.E. Chang Pat-shi, director of tha Haukow 
and Canton railway, has arrived at Canton and 
paid official calls to th> high authorities, A 
deputy has been sent to hirs two hundred able 
bodied vatives as Inkongs from the districts of 
Ying Tak and Ching Un for the protection 
of the railway, and a matshed is {o ha erected 
at Wong Sa for temporarily housing the tio 
handred. It is reported ‘that all the land 
through which the railway is to pass will be 


‘resumed at reasonable market ptices, accord- 


ing to the present valne, half of the proceeds 
being returned to.the owners, and the other 
half going as shares in the railway to the land- 
lords, who will be en‘i(led to the same rights as 
the other shareholders. ‘The land-owners are 
permitted, if they prefer, to have all tliamees 
ceeds of their land resnmed ag shares. “se 
MINES IN CRINA, 

It is reported that Sheng Kung Pao hus sent. 
a despatch to the Viceroy saying that le has 
already engaged several English mineralopisis 
for the purpose of opening all the mines iu {he 
different provinces and usking the Viceroy to 
send officials to make an iuspection of all the 
places in which mines are reported to exist. 

- ~--AN.EVIL. DBAGON INDEED. 

On account of {he heavy rains. mest of the 
district of Wai-yuen, in Lan Cliaw prefecture, 
Kwangsi, was terrible flocded on the 17th July. 
Inside the cify the water was seven fect ahora 
the level in the morning, and many people 
climbed up the trees and the city ‘wall for 
safety, but in the evening the water gradually 
increased to about sixty feet- high. The magis- 
trate and his family, together with a preat 
number of people, were washed away. All the 
houses in Pak-ma-tan, fogether with the in- 
habitants, were carried away by the water. It 
is reported that over a thousand people were 
drowned and several thousand rendered home- 
less.. The people say that this fland was einsed 
by “ the ovil failless dragon.” 

THE NEW GOVERNOR. 

H.E. Li Hing-yui, the new Covernor, ix ex- 
pected to arrive ina day or two. The Nam-hoi 
and Pun-yu mugistrates have made all necessary 
preparations for his reeeption. As soon as he 
arrives, Viceroy T'an Mu will hand aver his 
seals to the Acting Viecray Tak-sow., 

PAKHELOT, 
— + 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDEN r. 


Pakhoi, 15th August. 
THE NEW COMMISSIONER. 

Mr. KE. O. Reis, who hud heen appointed to 
succeed Mr. W. Noyes Morehouse, Commissioner 
of Customs here, arrived on the ith ult.. and 
assumed office on the Ist inst.. on which day 
Mr. Morehouse left f.1 Macao to take up his 
new appointment at Lappa. I was in error in 
stating that Mr. Morehouse had heen transfered 
to Chefoo, 

DEARTH OF. RICE. 

The scarcity of this grain, Loth here and in 

the adjacent districts, is now being severely felt. 
It formed the bas’s for some speculators to 
import this indispensable article lately from 
Hongkong. The steamships Apenrade and 
Hothao brought over, ou the 7th inst., more 
tha. one thousand bags of common rice, and 
judzing by the eagerne-s with which the first 
consignment was taken up, the speculation is 
likely to be repeated. The price now ranges 
from $4.50 for the commonest kind to 85.8) 
and $6.00 for the best. For nearly a decade we 
imported no rice from Hongkong, as there 
was always a plentiful and cheap supply from 
pthe nearest prefectures as well as from 
Kwangsi; so much so that we used to export 
to Hoihow every year te relieve the half-starvad 
inhabitants -there, owing to the never-failing 
harvest thoughout Hainan. 

In consequence of the poor harvest of the 
first and second crops this year in the surround- 
ing districts—which was owiug to the late 
unprecedentedly long drought iu the South— 
the anticipated dearth of the staple has long 
been staring in the fuce those who possessed 
Unfortunately, too, the 
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have been | late typhoon and floods in Tonkin, when a large 


quantity of the paddy ahont to ba gathered was 

destroyed, has cans-d {he expor!. of rice from 

Haiphong to he considerably curtailed. 
CHULERA, 

Since the beginning af ‘he month there 
have heen some sporadic cases of cholera 
amongst tha native population. but it is nat 
yet considered infections or epidemic in its 
forms. : 

IT learn that cholera bag alse broken out in 
Hoihow and about 100 natives are dyiug daily. 

DKATHS AMONGST KMIGQUANTES, 

Some of the emigrants who were beings 
recruited for Mintok have sneennbel, but 
whether to cholera or some other such disease . 
T was unable to ascertaiu, ‘Ihese men. who 
had been lodging in the honses near the 
German Mission, were ax ones removed to 
the Kerosene Depot on the beach for better 
accommodation. Had it not heen for this 
fimely measure, the deaths ainongst. fhes> poor 
wretches might have increased to an alarming 
extent, considering the congested condition in 
which {hey were originally living. After the 
men’s removal to the Depdt, the mortality 
amougst them decreased considerably. 

DUMPING GF DEAD BODIES. 

Dead Wodies, evidently of the coolies intended 
for emigration abroad, were geen last. week 
dumped on some yacint pieces of ground, iu 
sawe cases within a few yards from the Custom 
Ifouse and other Luildings occupied hy fer- 
eigners. ‘Lhose immediately connected with 
the emigration or recruiting the men for that 
purpose are responsible for it; ib would east no 
more than a couple of dollars for a thin board 
coffin and bearers to give a decsut funeral to 
thcse who sncenmhed fathe disuase Someof the 
emigrants, too, were turved,ont into the streets 
on being discovered to be ineapacitated by 
disease from proceeding on the voyare; het ge 
friend’ess, and from distant places, they wander j 
along in the most pifiahle condition, falling 
here aud there from exhaustion. T hape to see 
some res(raint put on those natives who reernil 
emigrants to werk abroad. 

THR EMIGRANT STEAMER 
Pifsaunlok, cousigne | to Messrs, A. Sek mburg 
& Co, arrived here on the 8th instant 
having already on board some 400 emigrants 
whom she took in Hoihow for Mintek. Atter 
taking again abont G0 men from thi. port, she 
left on the 11th instant for her destination. 

THE ‘ REBEL ON IN KWANGQI, 

[T nole that your Cantou correspondent, 
writing under date of July Of, states Chat * tha 
district between Yamcehow and Limchow aro | 
still ocenpiel by the rebels, who keep up the ; 
struggle against the troops under the command 
of Geveral Chan Ping Chick.” Wad he wri(ten 
hauditté instead of rebels, dhe would be about 
right, for {here sre only some brigands and ent- 
laws, whose cnly aim, I think, is plunder, and 
they are still giving any amount of trow te to 
the Imp-rial troops. 

THE WEATHER. : 

Rain fell copiously for three days~-the T2-h, 
13th and 4th instant, It was almost incessant 
and generally accompained by thunder storms 
The natives are beginning to speculate that 
their Indra must be iv bad humour, as hesides 
the torrential rain of these last few days. light. 
ning has struck the groand on three occasions 
since the beginning of the rainy season: on the 
third ‘occasion (14th instant) the aectricity 
travelled through the roofs of three houses in 
the busiest portion of Chinatown; fortunately 
nobody was hurt. : 

Limchow is partially flooded; in some parts 
cf the city tho water is as deep as two feet. 
Strong freshets are running from the hin- 
terlai.d. 


As the result of St. Petersburg instructions, 
it is reported, a mining deal his been carried 
through between the Russian and Chinese 
authorities at Kirin, Manchuria, by which the 
Russians may open mines, bearing all costs of | 
operation. Engineers and all supervisors of 
work will be Russians. The commander in 
Kirin must not in any way. oppose or int rrupt 
them in their proceedings. If any interference 
be made by the local rioters, the Chinese com- 
mander in Kirin is ‘required to protect the | 
mines. It is agreed that five per cent. of the 
gross product’of the mines will be given to the 
Chinese Government as taxes. 


dine with the agent of his line. 
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FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT, | 


TRAN FORMING A FORTRESS, 
Vladivostock, Augnst, 1909. 
“If it] were not for the official purpose to 
adhere {o tho title of © Fortress,” which from 
the beginning has attached to thiy place, there 
wonld be no hesitancy ia designating it asa 
business city which has frown almost as if 
under tie touch of magie and whch promises 
infiui e commercial development. Tho warlike 
{ile is not. numerited. for the sheltering hills 
on all sides are so heavily armed as to mako 
practically impossible hostile advance uron Ras- 
sian territory from this starting point; a fleet 
usually lies in the harbour of sufficient strength 
to repulso ordinary attack ; and the government 
maintains bere a full «quipment for military 
aud vaval administration. Yet growth has 
nol been impelled by or for these agencies. 
Under cover of tha forts, the fringa of water 
front. for two miles or more and inland 
for nearly aif that distance is rapidly passing 
to business use, some of it in stately stone 
blocks, facing upon broad streets, and dwellings 
for civilians are frst filling places left bare on the 
hillsides, aud along the hollows. Stories that 
have come from visifors to Vladiy stock, who 
felt oppressed while here by the military at- 
mosphere, had their origin either when the 
placs had not. become as at p esent, or in ill 
informed observation. There are uniforms 
everywhere, but {hat does not signi"y necessarily 
military or naval connection. When a man 
gets public employment, brass buttons on a bine 
coat gro with the pesition, and he bocomes en- 
Lilled to wear the dress so long as may please 
his fancy, regardless of the period of that 
occupation. As a larye percentage of the 
Russians here were first, attracted by chance of 
office, {hase uniforms, not yet worn out, continue 
in daily evilence on the hacks of miny who no 
longer draw pay from the foverninent, and 
straugers cannot bo expect-d to distinguish 
such wearers from military or naval officers. 
The place is Russian enough, with its break. 
fastless mornings and midnizht dinners; its 
lumbering fxvorfehike, hauled on tho run 
hy horses mustered ont of the artillery, 
ce ntinually under the lash of unshaved noudjika, 
trained fo seek the jerkiest places in the rough 
ro:ds, so that a rider must hug always (ight his 
companion to s:ve her from jolling ont; its store 
signs of demorali-ed Greek and baffling pronur- 
ciation ; and iu the wind which blows cold, when 
nat bitingly savage. One is left in no doubt 
also that he is in Russia, when hats must come 


! ° . 
off on a call at tho, post-office for mail, or on 


aufering a shop in which a priest, has hung an 
tkou, to ask the price of something in the win- 
dow, or to make a trifling purchase, But 
military life neither obtrndes nor offends, aud 
one may escape the affliction imposed at Port 
Arthur, af reporting oneself to the police on 
arrival, and telling them one’s life history. In- 
decd the military force is not so much on view ax 
af Port Arthur, where one would ostimate off-hand 
the number of troops by thousands. ‘I'he force 
hore is probably larger than there, but it would 
not be suspected from street appearances, 
Although generally both the military and pol cs 
keep in the background, the latt r insists upon 
knowledge of departures in spite of their 
seeming disregard of wrrivals, A steamshipagent 
will not sellasiiling ticket without written police | 
order, altached to the passport of the visitor. 
There are times also when the vigilance of the 
police cperates to the di-comfert of those who- 
wander forth without knowledge of thelanguage. 
The captain of an English ship learned this 
fact the «ther night, when he came ashore to 
In the after- 
noon the residence of the ho-t had been pointed 
out to him, und he had no doubt that he conld 
find it, when he went aboard ship to dress for 
dinner. His confidence did not desert him on 
coming ashore again, but iu order {o make sure 
of ringing the righ€ bell, he crossed the yard 
to the front room window before mounting tho 
steps. Peering through the bliads, he saw his 
friend within, but as he was about to turn to- 
ward the doorstep, a haud fell heavily on each of 
his shoulders, aud his surprised vaze found two 
policemen standing over him. Sign language 
usually passes in these paris, and he employed it 
to indicate that hé belonged to the house before 
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~ protesting all thé way, fo the police station. 


_ the desk directed that he beplaced ina cell, where 


_ besides getting the commissions chargeable ip 


- nearly all the land here and might thus have 


him. But the policemen understood neither his 


146 


sign nor his speech, and, with language that 
was so niuch jargon to him, although he readily 
grasped their sign-meaning, they tightened their 
grip upou himand marched him off with them, he 


Russian ireatment of these people is ordinarily 
commendable. Qne would never snppose from | 
it that there lad been euch slaughter of them | 
elsewhere in the district 30 savage as to destroy | 
every vestige of the city of Aigun, and blacken : 
the Amnr with the dead bodies of the inhabit. : 
ants. But this isin line with Russian notions l 
observed not so fur North. When they have ; 
aceasion to whip the Chinese they do it ag herd | 
as possible; hut at other times they treat. them , 
kindly. A coolie here my carry his head | 
high and act as if he were human, and had ! 
rights to he respected ; and no one will molest | 
him sa long as he hehaves tolerahly. Ife is: 
never an object of blows and cnrses, as at 
some of the foreige portsin China, Thousands 
of that class arive every year from 
Chefoo, finding work here at good wages, and 
the evening expressing lis views of a man who | anme remaining to go into tr:de or contracts. 
would accept an invitation and then deliberately | They would be encouraged by the authorities 
‘ignore it. Of course Russians have to do the | in larger commercis! ventures, calcnlated 
bulk of the business of this port. but so far | to increase the prosperity of the port, and it 
general trade hus fallen mainly to houses that. | seoms likely that CLinere capital will be brought 
have a Russian register, although not directed | iu for permanent acconnt. Liberality in all. Knes 
by men or money of that nationalily. The | is not to be expected at’once of “a government. 
register is obtained by giving to a Rmssian | bound by tradition to practices the other way. 
some interest in the business, so that bis uame | The tendencies observable iu regard to foreign 
may figure as a partner. Men commonly | help in shiping the progress af this port. may, 
selected for that purpose are clerks, and the | indeed, he credited less to a change of heart 
interest they obtain, while never large, counts | toward foreigners than to the nuwillingness or 
in place of an advance af salary, which would | inability of Russivn euterprise to respond to the 
otherwise have heen granted, so that partner. | conditions here presented. [f men end money 
ships of ri nature rarely involve any sacrifice | were coming in abnodantly from that. quarter, 


There he was as unfortunate in declaring his in- 
nocence 8 he had been hefcre, and the officer at 


he passed a hungry and sleepless night. When 
arraigned for examination the next morning, 
he explained himself through an interpreter. 
The Justice seut for the shipping agent 
and his testimony §o confirmed the captain's 
story that discharge;from custody was ordered. 
The shipping agent would have appreciated bet- 
ter the humourof the incideut had not the diuner 
he had prepared become overcooked from loug 
waiting, aud then grown cold. He had spent 


by the prigcipals in a honse, In time, when | {here might haa different story fo tell regard - 
the port shall establish a definite commercial ! ing enconragement for ths Chinese and 
status, Russians may feel like venturing thus | Jspanese. Capital or other co-operation from 
far from home, and this kind of evasion may be | those lands may he favoured merely as an 
lessened. In banking, no chanves ara {aken on | agency to he used only so long as convenient 
what the future may yield ‘That business is | for Russian plans, 01 afterward disregarded. 
eonfined to the Russo-Chinexe Bank which, en | Probabilities lok the other way, for 
juying a monopoly in its line, finances all the | since the development to be accomplished 
undertakings of houses in general business, at | is continental in its magnitude, it would 
rates possible only under an arrangement for | seem as if no one now above ground 
exclusive privileges. No bank business may be | could live long enough {a see foreign capital 
done without the mediation of that ageney and despised at this clearing-house for trade, 
it exacts toll for all enterprise. “A house enjoy- | but cyncism concerning the nitimate intextions 
ing the favour of the Bank may skim the cream | of Russia has sunk too deep to be uproeted 
of business in its line, fora suggestion through | by the appearance of such a tendency as that 
{he bank that orders be placed through such a} just. pointed ont, so it may as well now be 
house amounts to a notice that only in that attributed {o motives of self interest. Probably 
way may the desired accommodation be hed. | no Russian would urge that it was inspired by 
Tt is no secret that the bank has forthered | a sudden regard for the welfare of Luman kind 
various enterprises on a joint accouut: basis, | of the Eastern species. One is brought to a 
sharing in the commercial profits therefrom | chilling sense that this is Russia by a recent 
ernpton of press censorship. When a censor- 
ship was arranged here, it promised to be 
lenient, for instead of assigning if. to an official 
specially employed for that purpose, and hired to 
be rigid and exacting, if became an attachment 
toa school for Eastern languages, which the 
authorities wished to help by other means than 
direct subsidy. +o the sum of 1800 roubles per 
year was allowed for a professorship, the duties 
of which were to inclnde such inspection of 
newspapers as would keep the authorities 
informed on what their neighbours were saying 
of them. It seemed to be intended originally 
as a sort of official clipping office. If the 
exclusion of printed matter was contemplat- 
ed, the interdict was to lie against prints 
of Japanese, Chinese, or Corean origin, which 
at best could circnlate only in a small 
way, and cou'd not be seriously missed if the 
mails failed to deliver them. After the censor- 
ship had run nearly a year, it enlarged its 
scope to caver publicatiocs in other languages. 
Newspapers in English, printed in China and 
Japan, and papers from Europe and the United 
States fell under the ban. Since then.all of 
these prints arriving by sea have been trans- 
mitted to Moscow, where they are 1ead and 
mailed back, unless {hrown away. — 

Jn spite of the news famine and the isolation 
imposed by a long arctic season, Viadivostock 
is an engaging place. It is starting out with 
the confidence-and ardour of undaunted youth ; 
and in its physical habiliment it may probably 
.lways enjoy the distinction of occupying most 
worthily « froutier further from its natioual 
capital than any other city in the world. 


——— 


the regular way. There hes been opportunity 
already for individual fortunes as well as for 
immense bank profits ; but the managers, while 
not lacking in zeal for their institution, seem 
to have been strangely careless of chances for 
personal enrichment, and there is reason to be- 
lieve that their positions have yielded them 
nothing except salaries. ‘lhey are all Rus- 
sians, a circumstance that makes the more 
singular a case of self-abnegation in a land 
where. the “squeeze” abuse is flagrant, where 
Russians have notoriously outstripped those 
past-masters in “squeeze,” the Chinese, and 
where rare privileges extended to branches of the 
Russo-Chinese Bank have yielded fortunes to 
managers in other places, as well as tremendous 
profits to the Bank. Some of those who think 
they might have made more of the openings for 
profits than have those in charge of the local 
branch, say that the Bank might have owned 


1 


heaped up assets much more valuable than have 
been acquired, in addition to large private 
fortunes. No doubt a grab-all course might 
have been possible, had the managers felt so 
disposed; but that effort would have spoiled a 
record, wherein a monopoly, organised purely 
for gain, has been gatisfied to confine itself, in 
the main, to lines of banking custcmary in the 
East, atascale of charges that has permitted 
customers to prosper. Exception is to be noted 
in fayonr of the Japanese in the practice which 
calls for Russian registry of business partner- 
ships. The Japanese are not yet engaging in 
large commercial operations here outside of 
shipping, but out of 4,000 of them in this ad- 
ministrative district, 3,000 of them are located 
in this city, and they are subject to no com- 
mercial restraint whatever. The official attitude 
toward them is unaffectedly friendly. 

Chinese, who come here in large numbers, 
earlny all of the coolie class, develop into 


According to a Manila Times despatch from 
New York, Mr. Root, U.S. Secretary of War, 
scandalised at the gambling going on among 
army officers in the Philippines, has demanded 
the resignation of several impoverished ones of 
whom their creditors complained, 


tradesmen with constantly increasing capital. |- 
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THE TROUBLE IN NORTHERN 
SIAM. 


COKR&SPOK DEAT. | 


\FROM A 


Bangkok, #th Angust. 

According to reliable native sources, Muong 
Phré has been invaded and captured by Ngius, 
i.e, Shans inhabiting Northerd Siam. The 
Nana and Lakon Lampangs are also reported 
to be iu league with the Ngius. — 

The: trouble bezan at Phré, where thi.ty 
armed Ngins arrived without passports. ‘The 
demanded tteir passports, and 
they replied that they had weapons but no 
patpers, A free fight then ensued, in which 
the gendarmes and their agsailants both 
evffered severely. ‘I'ie Ngius finally bolted. 

‘he next day 300 Ngins arrived anit killed 
the Commissioner of Giendarmes, the Finance 
Commissioner, and the wife, caildren, mother 
and father-in-law of the latter; ‘Ihe Siamese 
judges in Phré are said to have ‘been murdered 
and cnt in three pieces, and the town is now 
held by the Ngius. : e 

lt ix reported that 690 armed Ngius went 
sonth near Lakon Lampang and have erect-d 
earthworks to resist the advaned of the Siamese. 

'Nulegraph-wires have Leen crit and it is not 
known whether the Ngins have now taken Nan 
and Lakon Lampang, but as Nan is the 
central telegraph station and no news has been 
received of late from there it is conoluded that 
it hs fallen. Telegraph communication is 
open to Raheng only. . 

jt is rnmoured that the real canse of the 
trouble was that the Ngivs resented the 
judgment of the Siamese Court concerning 
forest property. 

Phya Surisakdi Mantri, formerly Sismese 
Minister for War and a very able man, has left 
with some thousands of troops for the scene of 
the disturbance, and will no donbt deal effectively 
with the Ngius. 


The Siam Observer of the L1th inst. writos :— 

The latest available news from the North is, 
we are glad to say, generally of a reas:uring 
natare. The report which we mentioned a few 
days ago that Lakhon had been taken and set 
fire to by the Shans proves to be incorrect. It 
appears that the Shaus were repulsed by Captain 
Jonsen and his gendarmerie with a loss, to the 
Shans, of some fitty killed; and since then ‘they 
have not disturbed that place. No Europeans 


appear to have been molested. On the 4th Mr. 


Archer, the British Charge, received a telegram 
from Mr. Beckett, Consul at Chieng mai, stating 
that news had just been received from Lakhon 
that this latter place had been attacked; but 
the telegram was interrupted unfinished. 
Nothing more was heard till yesterday morning 
when the other half of the same telegram was 
received. Itintimated that people in Chiengmai 
thought that they themselves were in some 
danger, and. further, that it might be advisable 
for Europeans in Lakhon to come over to 
Chiengmai, where a sort of committees of defence 


was being organised. It appears now, however, | 


that Lakhon has been successfully defended, so 
that the danger must hava been. lessened. We 
learn that a telegram dated from Chiengmai on 
the Yth inst. has been received from Phra 
Uharanya, the Chief Judge of the Siamese 
Court at Chiengmai. This message states that 
up to that date there had been no attack and 
no apprehension of an attack by the Shan 
dacoits upon Chiengmai. Telegraphic com- 
munication is now restored right through to 
Chiengmai, though there may be some delay in 
the transmission of messages. 

Lakhon is considered a fairly strong and 


Shans would be able to make. 


The Shangbai Cricket Club on the 9th inst. 
got up a match between teams called “ Great 
Britain ” and “ Greater Britain "—a title which, 
as the N.-C. Daily News report says, was some- 
what absurd, as more than half of the winning 
side were born in Shanghai or Japan, neither 
of which places are in any sense of the word 
British possessions. Greater Britain scored 
125 for 7 wickets (G. F. and O. V. Lanning 29 
each) and then dismissed their opponents for 
57, K. J. McBuen securing 6 wickets for 27 runs. 
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defensible place as against any attack which the . 
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From the Foochow Echo of the 9th inst. 
(which comes out in a special illuminated cover 
and with a poem in honour of the Coronation) 
we take the following items :— 

It is affirmed that at the explosion that took 
placa a fortnight «go only three barrels of 
gunpowder ignited and (hat only five lives wera 
lost. Officially the accident was regarded as of 
emall importance. 

The ;rcgramme for the celebration of the 
coronation {o-day at Kuliang includes a service 
at the church at 16.30 am..a picnic and 
children’s sports in the afternoon, and fireworks 
and music in the evening. 

Ou Thursday evening about 6 o'clock a fire 
brcke cut in East Street in the city, beyond the 
White Pagoda, and seventy houses were des- 
troyed, The Min Magistrate and General 
Eupg were promptly cn band with their 
soldiers and prevented looting. The origin 
of the fire is unkuown. 

The competition for the Monthly Cup took 
place cn Green Island last Wednesday. Quite 
a number of ladies appeared on the scene. 
Some of them, notwithstanding the marshy 
state of the ground, entered into the “ pick up 
the pieces part of tle performance with great 
spirit. The winner cf the event (Mr. G. W. 
Pearscn) is shewing such steedy improvement 
in his shooting that be bids fair to Lea tcwer of 
strength to the Club. He is being pressed 
hard by the new member (Mr. W. G. Mac Vicar) 
“who was only two birds behind Messrs. Fraser 
and Grehsm retired :t the tenth and Mr, 
Rickett at the fifteenth round. ; 


NORTHERN NOTES. 


OO 

The following items are from the P. & 7. 
Times of the “th inst. :-— ; 

There is some prospect of the incoming 
Administration taking over the whole native 
perscnirel of the existivg police force, some 1.8 6 
in all, We hepe this y-o:iey will be carried out 
as the citizens contem) late with auythine but 
equapimity the dismissal of so large a body of 
trained men who kucw so much. 

The as. Miu was the first big vessel, if she 
deserves such an epitbet, to pass through the 
upper “cutting.” On her dowustream voyage 
ou Tuesdey, she took the new channeland nego- 
tiated it with all the facility in the wor:d. On 
Wednesday a two-loat witu lighters came up 
stream thiough it, so we may vow regard the 
channel as pait and parcel of the fairway of 
the Pei Ho, elthough the dredgers have not 
quite vet finished their w rk. 

The last uews from Sh:ushi is that the 
copious, indeed torrential, rains which visited 
Peking and the Wertern Hills last week ex- 
tended over the central aud Southern parts cf 
Sharsi and Chihl, At Hwai Lu tke rainfall 
was enoimcus cud is estimated roughly at eight 
or nine inches for the week, The autumn ercps 
are however rot yet sown: the summer harvest 
is so poor as to be of little account, aud the 
focd cutlook is very depressiny. 

Our city correspondent states that the city 
thieves have been busy cf late trying the cash- 
shops ; they are clearly of opinicu that there 
wilt be a sort of interregnum iu the hauding 
over (f the administration, in which lies their 
opportunity. 


The Imperial gcvernment has intimated that | 


it will visit with severe }unis:ment eny laxity 
of the cficials in forwarding jetiticus to the 
Throne, or memorials for the imprevement of 
public affairs, ‘Lhe same edict urges the pro- 
vincial Vicercys aud Gcve:rers io do their 
ntmest to secure such memorials. 


The Kobe Chrenicle has an article very 
stropgly censuricg the manegement of Chi foo 
School in conpecuon with the diath of thirteen 
boys there ficm either chclera or ptcmaine 
poisoning, and says that “the lives of the 
children have been sacrificed to the superstitious 
observance of Sunday.” This remark of course 
refers to the usual practice at the school of 
preparing Sunday's iood on Saturday, in order 
that the. Chinese servants might go to church 
on Sunday morning, “ Christian,” writing in 
the N.-C, Latly News, also makes a protest 
though in very different language, against this 


unwise practice. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We do not bald ourselves resyonsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondents. } 


THE HONGKONG & WHAMPOA 
DOCK CO, LU. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 


. . Hongkong, 15th Angust. 
Sirr,—That great philosopher of the age. 
Herbert Spencer, }as, in a récent work, laid 
down the following maxim: “Do not suppose 
things are going right till it is proved they are 
going wrong.- but rather suppose they are going 

wrovg till it is proved they are going right.” 
With this maxim before us, let us see how it 
affects the posificn of the shareholders in the 
Hongkong & Whampca Dock Co. in regard to 
the proposal for a new dock, soonito h: submitted 
to an extraordiuary meeting. : The rensons 
advanced by tha advocates of this scheme are 
firstly, that it is necessary that one should 
always be “ abreast of the times,’ that is to say, 
to possess a bigger dock capable of taking in 
larger vessola, which mey comp our way when 


tuch vessels ara built, as also, ‘to serve a8 en j 
! ‘| 


adjunct to our present dock accommodation in 
the event of that being fully tocenpied. The 
second reason advanced is that we should pre- 
pare to meet the powerful opposition of our 
neighbours. ; 

Before discussing the merits or demerits of 
the reasons stated above, the principal point 
to be considered is what the uuderteking is 
likely to cost us. If we accept the estimate 
given by fairly reliable authorities, the total 
cost will not fall short of four -millien dollars. 
As, however, estimates are proverbially unreli- 
able, and generally err on the wrong. side, 
avother million! may fairly be added {o the 
figures :lready given. bringing the total outlay 
in roun: figures to five millions. 
then, we shall have to make an extra revenue 
on the fol'owing scale :— 

6 per cent, interest on five 
millions | 


be a) 830,090 
16 per centi depreciatu n ... 


sea cau 


:  SLL1L00,0C0 
The last figure may appear somewhat exag- 
gerat d. but when it i: considered that our 
present decks with all the fremeudcus improve- 
vents effected in them during: so many years 


need 16 per cént. allowance for depreciation 
(ride directors report for lest half year of 1901 : 
and first of this year) surely the new dock at its . 
inception would require at leastan cqual amount 


of trimming down in its book value, It is thns 


seen, that this ipet scheme reqnires S100. 00 
Will the new ; 


a year to be just barely kept up. 
dock make this smount hy itself ¥ 


Going info t?¢ question of providing larger ; 

Senaee: He Pisce 
aceemin: dation fer bg ves els that ere likely to , 
the future. we must uct forvet | 


Le built in 
that the ol.ject of the great © shipping combine ™ 
is to expressly put a stop to that ruipeus cem- 
petition of building larger and larger ships, 
which had hitherto prarailed among the steam- 
ship tines of the Atlantic. Hor the present 
therefore. the Jimit in size has been reached, 
at all events fcr some time. ‘Il Hat being so, our 


i rresent Kewiodu dock scems amply big for all 


practical purpdses. By only lengthening the 
No. 1 dock, wé shall able to aecommodate the 
very largest mercantile steamérs afloat. 

As to having the new ddck serve as an 
adjunct, I ceed on'y pcinti out what the 
directors themgelves have to shy on this head 
fo show how absurd it would {be to carry cut 
any extension of our present accommodation. 
In their last report, the directors particularly 


| point out that {he first half of 1901 was excep. 
‘tionally gocd jand that ye may take our 


pr:sent scale ‘of work as our preper basis. 
Now it. is vot mnreasonable tojask, during that 
period of fat kine, on how ‘many occasions 
were our docks employed {o their fullest 
capacity ¥ fe might also go further 
and say. granting that they were so full, 
was it at any time necessary tolreject work, aud 
how often ? s far as I know,'they were never 
so full that they could not havelaccepted further 
work, even when through scmeone'’s blunder 
the Afunchen was allowed to slip: through our 
hands. It would, however, He the height of 
folly to take ag an example an exceptional half 
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On this basis | 
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year—a half year we are told we may never see 
again. On sound business principles, the moce 
usually adopted for future guidance is to 
take an average peridd, rnd such a period 
hes been the one which has just come toa close. 
Accepting this p riod as our guide, who but a 
lunatic would propose a vast outlay fer more 
extensive accommodation, knowing, as he must 
know, that during the whole of the period we 
have taken as our guide our docks weie almo:t 
half empty? But stuy, we ha:eras yet been 
reckoning withont our'host. Wehave so far 
viewed our chances while still in the possession 
of a clear field. What, about ‘the opposition ? 
An opposition, ke it remen.bered, not Lypothe- 
tical, or forming, or threatened, tut an ‘oppo- 
| sition that is very reallindeed, and an accom- 
plished hard fact, right under our very nose. 
if then, havipg no ofpcsition to contend with 
aud with a practical monopoly of docking, we 
cau barely keep our docks half full, what 
amount of work, or ruther what portion 
of our present work, are we to expect, 
when that powerful ecpposition, now slowly 
but surely rsising its head. actually com 
mences operations? Urder such conditions- 
| it would Le sheer madnegs, not lees than suicidal, 
; to carry through the scheme contemplated, 
and one is forced to tie corciusicn that 
its advocates must be blird. No, I repeat, 
!our cpportunity for building a new dock has 
| long p. ssed. Time was when it would have been 
cousidered a sound policy, but in the face of 
/ two powerful oppositions, can there be two 
opipions ? ; 

There now remains the general principle 
i that it is consistent with sound business rules 
| to ke “abreast of the times. True, but to be 
abreast of the times, everything depends on 
circumstances. As far as our project is con- 
| cerned, circumstances have altered since it was 
: first mooted. “Times change and projects 
| must chunge with them.” 
| Witness recently a local shipping company, 
1 which Jaunched out in an ambitious scheme of 


increasing both its cipitsl and tonnage, regard -" 


less of all warning, and which had hitherto doue 

ext crcely well, but now finds ifseif in a deuce of 

a quandary, end is fleund-ring in deeper mud. 
| Lt will probably Le argued tat if the scheme. 
iis so extremely unsuitable, how is it that it 
: poxsesses scme strong advceates’ Tle answer 
‘is self-evident. There are scme sbarendlders 
iwho have speci 1 interests, and would un- 
‘doubtedly derive benefit, were the scheme 

preceeded with, such, for instance, as those who- 
' cculd supply materials for building purposes, &c. 

One important factor in connection with the 
o}.position | hed almost forgotten to men- 
-ticn. So far, we have only touched that 
question in ifs bearing on the amount of work 
that may be Icst to us, but were we te increase 
!our capital to the evarmons extent proposed, 
we should be compelled te make a regular tight 
With cur oppcnents, in which case there will be 
a cut-throat competition for a few years, 
' invelving a frittering away of a vast amount of 
Biiish capital entil one or both sides are landed 
in a bankruptcy court. 

Against such cnt-throat werk the Times in 
a leading “article on the ‘shipping combine” 
dwelt speciaily on the adyontuges gained by 
! that conibinatian, because it becomes the means 
‘of saving Brilish capital frem being frittered 
| away in useless competition. We have thus the 
| warning of an undoubted authority before us, 

which we should certainly take to heart. 
| However, putting aside all that has been 

said, in any scheme that is set before the 
| shareholders, it is mest important that the 
1 interests of those widows or orphaus, whese all 
v all is invested in these shares, should be 


carefully guarded. This poor class cao not 
affurd tc have their sole means of subsistence. 
tcssed about in the uncertsin seas of combined 
sp: culation or manipulation. : ; 
Other arguments can be produced ad in- 
finitum, but I have already trespassed too 
much on yonr valuable space. I will sum up 
in cne word, I would respectfully urge upon the 
general body of shareholders that when the 
scheme is laid before them for discussion they 
should ingist upon receiving absolute and positive. 
assurance that the proposed new dock shall not, 
now or at any future time, constitute a bu:den 
on the rescurces or revenue of the present. 
establishment; that if must stand by itself 
and be capable of paying its own way. ‘] hese 
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conditions are demanded by the merest common 
prudence. “Si quid agas prudenter agus, et- 
respice finem” says tn aucient Latin maxim, 
and it holds gocd sti-l. How long would a 
business man last were he fo act otherwise than 
with prudence? Let us profit by the experience 
of others: The ca-e of the local 8 8. Company 
I have already referred to above, but it cannot 
be too often repeated 18 a warning. This 
Company, farm being in a most enviable position 
as ithe result of thought'ese expansion now 
finds itself in a |.fe-and-dath struggle, while 
its shareholders, despairing about getting any 
dividend, know not from day to day when thay 
may hare to put up their shutters. 

The foad we/should follow seems clearly 
indicated. After years of nursing and the 
expendithre of vast sums. our cstablish- 
ment, thanks to a very hard-workiag staff, 
who fully deserved every cent of pay or 
bonus they received, has been brougtt up to 
a pitch of perfection which answers evéry 
reesonable call that is likely to be inade on it. 
Let well encugh alone, and tinker not with any 
Utopian schemes, We cannot go wrong in 
following the ripe and sage advice of the great 
Herbert Spencer which [again quote : 

“ Do not suppose things are going right Lill 
it is proved they are going wroug, but rather 
suppcse they are going wrovg till it is proved 
they are going right."— Yours, atc. 

: SHAREHOLDER. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ DAILY PRESS.” 


Hongkong, 2lst Aucust. 

Srzr,—Even to a cesual observer the action 
taken by a section of the Dock Directorate at | 
last Monday's meetiug must appear cutirely | 
contrary to-ull precedent. I say a section, : 
because it was noticed with satisfaction by 
those present that threa members of the Board, | 
and these nut the least important. voted for the | 
ame.dment, while one oth.r Director stood 
reutial. It is thus seen that with all the 
talk of the Chairman as to the array of 
business talent, whose decisiin, we were told, | 
shareholders ought tu accept without demur, 
he wus, after al:, ou'y voiciug the opinion of six 
of his colleagues (including himself) and not | 
that cf the Board as a whole. That being so | 
who can blame the shareholders, even had they : 
no other cause for dissatisf. ction, for not abid- | 
ing by a decision which was certainly the means | 
ot division in the camp of the Directorate ¥ 

It will, of course, be readily admitted that | 
the Chairman wus quite within his rights in the | 
course he took, but for all that it was | 
a high-handed pro.ecding, such powers rot 
baing conferred to be used arbitrarily. To 
have set at nought the decision of such au over- 
whelming majority of the most numerously 
attended meeting of shareholders ever known 
in Hongkong, and that backed up by the votes 
of three leading Directors, on the demand of 
five shareholders representing insignificant 
interests, seems entirely opposed to al! our 
preconceived notions of the telations which 
should exist between Directors and shareho!ders 
or rather between the psid servants of a 
Company and its proprietors. If shareholders 
are only to be called together for the purpose 
of confirming what has already been decided 
upon by the Directors, such meetings would 
become perfectly farcical. 

As far as last Monday's proceedings are 
concerued, it would seem that the meeting was 
considered quite cumpetent {o pass the report 
and accounts as presented, because that would 
have coincided with the views of the Directors, 
or, as L must repeat, a section of them; it was 
not considered competent enough to reject or 
amend the same, because, forscoth, that was not 
in harmony with the views of these gentlemen. 

But, when one comes to think of it, these 
“immortal five,’ who demanded a poll, have 
shown (themselves truly high-souled, for, 
according to the latest list, their own interests 
are not very important; but, Just because of 
that, they were doubiless ab’e to vote witha 
more open mind, and probably considered them- 
selyes, in a special sense, the sole guardians of 
the interests of the absent ones. Verily, such 
“unetuors rectitude” is very rare indeed.— 
Yours, etc., 


AMENDMENT. 


| 
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.iufluence, and baving regard to this fact Mr. 
| Brown as chairman.of the meeting shauld have 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY| PRESS.” | 
Hongkong. 22nd ugust. 

S1r,—Mr. D. BE. Brown in his reply to the « 
ameudmenot of Mr.|J. R. Michael! made the ; 
following remarks, which to say the least of it, 
were evidently used as a threat to the share- 
holders: —“ If after the foregoing information 
you insist on putting your amendment to the 
meeting and it is carried by a show $f hands it 
can on rf be regarded jas an unjustifiable ‘vote of 
want of confidence ‘al your Directord, most, if 
not all of whom, are {he largest and most con- 
sistent supporters of the Dock Co.” | Dues Mr. 
Brown mean to insinuate that if he resigned 
his position on the board, he being a: paid ser- 
vant of the C. P. R. Co. the head office 
of the Company wonld withdraw their support 
from our Docks, or does he mean to convey the 
idea that. before he was invited to take up the 
Directorship of the Dock Company the 
Cc. PP. R. Co. was givng any _ less 
support to the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock 
Co’ Them in reason why heads of shipping 
firms are asked to join the board of the Dock 
Co. is dus to the feeling among the share- 
holders that th y are under a sort of mceral 
abligation to thosa Companies for their contri- 
bution, which is recognised in a way by electing 
the Managers to the board who ecnduet for the 
time be'ng the affairs of their respec: ive firms 
This consideration tdwards such Directors need 
not however ba mdde info a hard and fast 
rule, by which the sllareholders must of neces- 
sity Le bound: on {he other hand ehipping 
companies must regard the election of their 
representatives as a tisk of appreciation on the 
part of shareholders, which should not be 
abused. ; 
Now in this instance, we need not remind Mr. 
Brown that he owes his position more to the 
Company be represents than to his own personal 
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taken all pussible caire t have hased the powers 
vested in him upon:the principle of such sound 
judgment as fo have consulted the general 
interests of the shareholders and not to have 
abu:ed it to extent of asserting his authority in 
suspending thy payment of the dividend to the 
shareholders, amongst whom I can unmb yr a 
goad may widoss and orphans who almost . 
entirely depend ca this as their means ot 

| 

t 

1 


me es te 


subsistence. notwithstauding the overwhelming 
majority, which included thiee of the Directors, 
that opposed his resolution. Such arbitrary 
and high-handed procedure has rarely been | 


Now as to the Chairman's taking the passing | 
of the amendment by the majority as a vote of 
want of confidence in the Directors—or much 
rather a section of the Directors—one naturally 
would feel inclined to expect that when the 
amendment was carried, the resignation of that | 
section who were against the amendment would 
follow. Asthey have not resigned as yet. are , 
we to understand that they will take the usual 
course if the result of the po.l gees against | 
them ?— Yours, etc., 


ANTI-BLUFF. 


CHINA AND MANILA STEAMSHIP CO. 


TO THE FLITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
Hongkong, 17th August. 

S1r,—"‘ Shareholder's ” letter of the 16th inst. 
seems toecho very truly the sentiments of many, 
aod while he deals principally with the subject of 
the Hongkong & Whampoa Dock Co., he makes 
allusions to, and contrasts their intentions of 
heavily capitalising their Company with the 
manner in which the local steamship Co. namely 
the China and Manila 8.8. Co., has done, and 
consequently is now reduced to the present de plor- 
able condition in which it finds itself. Now, 
with regard {to this latter Co., would it not be 
better pol'cy for its shareholders to be open and 
frank in regarding matters in their present 
position, and also their prospects? To begin 
with, the fine business the Co. has cannot com- 
j; ensate for the bigh prices paid for its two new 
boats, and while taking into consideration the 
great reduction in freight, the presence of new 
steamers on this} run must of necessity affect 
this Co. in a more serious sense than that of 
merely being thorns in its sides. In fuce of | 
these facts therefore, aud the little likelilood cf 
dividends, until the present debt is paid off. 
which must take a long time,.would not the 
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most advisable course of prom edings be to effa 6 
the sale of the four steamers|that comprise the 
fleet, the realisation of which wonld restore to 
shareholders something likd the high price at 
which they hold their shares ? 

It would be interesting to hear what other 
shareholders have to say.on the subject, whose 
forecast and opinions may tend to show matters 
up in a less gloomy aspect, and enliven the hopes 


of one who is 


“ DISCOURAGED," 
THE FORTHCOMING RACE MEETING 
TO THE EDITOR CF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 
~ Hongkong, !8th August. 
Sir,--There have of late been so many 
opinions expressed on the subject. of our forth- 
coming race meeting throngh the medium of 
ypur columus, that I imagined the topic was 
now exhausted. I must. however, ask to be 
allowed to add one more t: the already large 
number of letters, on hearing that progratumes 
for our n xt meeting were being drsfted by 
individuals whose interests in the matter may 
not be in harmo y with the vest of the racing 
community, especially iu such respects as the 
allowing and distribution of races and 4 rizes 
for the old walers aud China.ponies, in propor- 
tion to those for the griffin walers and China 
ponies. I do not speak of the old ponies in a 
sense prejudicial to their claim for having more 
races, etc., but [ would like to point out one 
item, and that is how mauy there are in the 
Colony who subscribe for an apimal now, and 
yet have not the slightest idea whe'her they 
will be here for the next meeting, or not. I 
therefore maintain that we raca for the present, 
and there being, as (he s:yipg goes, uo time 
like the present, I think the encouragement in 
the matter of races and prizes should be in a 
far greater proportion to the griffins than to 
the old ponies. Trusting I have not trespussed 
to» much on your valuable space —Y ours, atc, 


VIGILANS. 


TO {HE ELIIOR OF 1HE ‘‘DSILY PEESS.” 

Hor gkong, 19th August. 
Sin,—T was very glad to learn from the 
letter signed * Vigilans” in your issue of this 
mor ing that somebcdy was interesting him- 
self in the matter of the programme for the 
next race meeting. I was also glad to hear 
that the persons referred to were drafting their 


programme with du; repard to the claims ofthe - 


owners of old walers and China ponies in the 


| heard of and it calls for general condemnation. ; Metter of races and prizes. Your: orrespondent 


“Vigilans’ is not quite clear to me. for he says: 
1 do not speak of the o d ponies ina cense pre- 
judicial to their claim for having more races,” 
efc., and then in the next few lines he goes on 
to give a re.son why old ponies are hot entitled 
to fuir play. And what a reason it is! Itis pat 
in the form of a query as follows: ‘‘ How many 
there are in ‘the Colony who subscribe for an 
animul now and yet have the slightest idea 
whether they will be here for next meeting or 
notY’ What des that matter? The horses make 
the race meeting, not the owner who stands on 
the .rai's and watches them. T erefore it is 
quite immaterial who owns the old pony as 
long as some member of the Jockey Club does 
so and finds suflicient encouragement given 
him to race him. It doesn't matter if he 
changes hands a dozen times between one 
meeting and another, the pony is still in exis- 
tence and has bzen kept and paid for by 
someone in the interval and is just as good 
for racing purposes, subject of course to the 
treatment he has received in the changing 
hands process. 
who does not own an old pony and has not 
the slightest intention of ever being the owner 
of one, or he might look at the matier in a 
different light.—-Yours, etw.. 
OWNER OF AN OLD PONY. 


THE HIGH LEVEL TRAMWAY, 


Craigmin East, Magazine Gap, 
Hongkong, 21st August. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 
S1z,—If the Tramway Company would 
arrange to hoist a red flag, on a staff at the 
lower station, and snother on the, top of the 
P-ak Hotel, whenever the service is disarranged, 
the Peak residen{s would be made aware of the 
fuct that they have to walk down, for those who 


Possibly “ Vigilans ” isa person - 
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chances of going “top:ide” 
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“could not actually see the flags would soon hear of - 


them. Much vexatious, becauge avoidable, delay 
would be saved, and at small cost At present 
those of us who use Plantation Road station 
may go there and wait an indefinite time before 
we find out that the cars are not running; 
while if’a flag were hoisted we could see it from 
Magazine Gap and go straight down, probably 
saving forty minu‘es, and some damage to our 


when our time 
comes.— Yours, etc., 


ARTHUR H. OUGH. 


THE CRiCKET GROUND 
THREATENED. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PREBS.” 
Hongkong, 22ud August. 
S1e,—I wish through your medium to direct 
the attention, firstly of the military uuthorities, 
and, secondly, of the Cricket Club Committee. to 
the tuct that the Parade Ground is becoming 
dotted over with patches of tbe sensitive plant, 
These plants are already in bloom, and if not 
piomy ly exterminated the seed will be carried 
across the road to the Cricket Ground, and that 
lovely piece cf sward w.ll soon be infested with 
this stubborn weed. I do not know when or by 
whom, iu an evil moment, this niost pernicious 
pant was introduced into the Colony. but it has 
been known here only in very recant years. 
Anyhow, it is rapidly acquiring a hold, and unless 
great and speedy eftorts are made to eradicate it, 
the plant will provea perfect pest, as bad as the 
Lantana has proved in Ceylon. It is pretty, 
but its beauty conceals ¢ thorn, and its seeming 
innocence a power of biightiug all other vege- 
tation The only method of dealing with it is 
to extract it from the ground, drawing it slowly 
and carefully so as not to break the reot, which 
is lengthy and somewhat tenacicus. ‘lo merely 
cut down the plant, as I have seen ignorant 
coolies lately doing at the Prak with sickles, is 
waste of energy, as iv will scon spiing up again, 
with a firmer hold on the soil than ever. 


forward, nearly another million ania half. 
‘Lhis is a stiong position to be in. gentlemen, 
and has been attained simply by our adherence 
to the policy of paying moderate dividends and 
building up our reserves with the balance of 
our profits, a policy I am sure you now fully 
| 2Pprove, for without ampls funds at its disposal 
no bank can work successfully, “Bank 
pretwises is a non-interest bearing account, 
and in pursuance of our sett'ed policy 
to keep sach accounts at a nominal figure 
we pr-pose to write 2 lacs off this account. 
which will then stand at $680,358.58 as 
‘against &730.205.35 in last report. While on 
i this subject I may tell you that we recently 
| acquired a property adjoining our offices at 
Yokohama, and we have also arranged for the 
| purchase from ‘the Straits Government of * 
desirable site in Penang where suitable pre. 
mises of cur own have been much needed. 
! Besides this we have found it necessary lately 
, to make alterations and extensions at several 
| cther branches to meet increasing business, a 
very healthy sign, I think. Comparing the 
accounts with last half year. the figures -in this 
report show anu increase und-r almost every 
heading, wh'ch is satisfactory evidence of the 
steady growth in the volume of our business. 
Our note circulation continues to expand; 
it has increased by $1,616,904 and is now 
S$4£.623.665 in excess of the 810,(00,000 
authori:ed against securities deposited in 
London with the Crown Agents for the 
Colonies. This excess of 24623665, I may 
ooue you. is secured dollar for dollar by 
| the deposit of silver coin with the Hongkong 
| Government under special ordinance. Taking 
! current accounts and fixed deposits together, 
| gold depcsits show little change. but silver 
depesits have increased 85,717,000, aud bills 
payable are $10,000.00 higher. Ou the other 
side there is au increase in * hills discounted 
| loans and credits” of *14,0U0.C0)), and in “ bills 
receivable” of 33 million dollars, while we 


LT have | hace $3,000,000 mure in cash (including coin 


taken up hundreds of little plants on my croquet ; deposited with the Government for extra note 
awn af tha Peak, and think it is uow practically | circulation) and lullion. The sterling reserve 


clear. The seusitive plant is literally :unuing 
riot alongside the Tramway near Macdonnell aud 
Bowen Koads, aud is growing in masses on the 
high turf bauk betow the Artillery Mess. It 
kills she turf ard gradually overcomes other 
hardy weeds less difficult of eradication. If the 
Cricket Club wish to kecp this troublesome in- 
vader at a distance no time should be soot. — 
Yours, ete., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX. 


HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 
BANKING CORPORATION. 
——————__>_— 

The ordinury half-yearly meeting of the 
sharekolders in the atove Corporation was held 
on the lth inst. in the City Hall, for the purp ‘se 
of receiving the 74th report of the Court of 
Directors. The Hou. R. Shewan, chairman, pre- 
sided and there were also present Hon. C. W. 
Dickson, Messrs, A. Haupt, E. Goetz, D. M. 
Bloses, A. J. Raymond, N. A. Siebs, H. 
Schubart, H. W. Slade. H E. Tomkins 
(directors), J. R. M. Smith (chief manager), H. 
N. Mody, G. Stewart, K. A. Chinoy, C. J. 
Gonsalves, Lau Wai Chnen, Hon. C. 8S. Sharp, 
E. Georg, D. D. Guzdar, Capt. Clarke, J. BR. 
Michael, “A. Furbes, W. Lysaught, C. A. 
Tomes, J. M. Alves, W. Kidd, V. H. ‘Deacon, 
F. Maitland. W. H. Ray, W. A. C. Cruick- 
shank, P. Witkowski, R. K. Leigh, A. Ross, 

W.#H. Wickham, and 8. Hancock. 

The CHIEF MaNnacER having read the 
notice calling the meeting, 

The CHAIRMAN re:d the report already 
publ.shed, after which he said,— Gentlemen, 
It is again our good fortune to come before you 
with the excellent report which I bave just read, 
and I hope you will approve of the way in 
which we p:opose to divide the profits, viz. :— 
A dividend of £110s. per share, place 5 lacs to 
silver reserve fund and write 2 lacs off premises 
account, leaving $1,437,740,£8. to be carried 
forward. I may point out that at the present 
low rate of 1/83 it takes about $110,0.0 more 
to pay the dividend of £1 10s. to-day than it did 
six months ago. The sbove appropriation to 
the silver reserve fund will being it up to 
$4,750,000, which with the capital and +terling 
reseive fund give you a total of ahout 25 millions 
of dollais exclisive of the amount carried 


investments are almost the same as en 3lst 
December last, and our holdings af Indian Go- 
vernment rupee-paper are a little larger. © Con- 
sals, colenial und other securities” show an 


increase of §),736,803, and this is chiefly due to | 


a temporary increase of our holdizys of Conscls 
pending the exchange of ald stock for new 
jissue. All these secnrities stand in our books 
at considerably under present prices. The half 


year under review has not been one of the; 


easiest, A further sericus fall occurred in 
silver, and this with the stili slightly unsettled 


cepdition of affairsin the North of China had a: 


depressing effect on imports: it says much 
for the general soundness of the trade that 
it has come so well through the diffi- 
culties it had to contend with. There has 
also been some over speculation in the local 


as our share advances are restricted to very safe 
| limits; in fact, we have been wonderfully free 

from losses. Any probable lotses or doubtful 
| accounts have urvertheless all been provided 
for, your Chief Manager having only completed 
a tour of inspection jus: before being appointed 
{to his pew’ post. A new Anglo-Chinese 
Commercial 'reaty drafted by Sir James 


Mackay, the Special Commissioner sent out j 


from home, has been under negotiation for some 
time past, and is reported to be now on the eve 


of completion; and although few old China. 


hands can altogether believe in the sudden 
disappearance af that “old man of the 
mountain,” lekéu, siill the main principle of the 
new treaty, so far as we know it, is good; it 
is a bold attempt to do away with an imposition 
of which merchants in China have always 
complained. I fully recognise the immense 
difficulties to be overcome, but I think there is 
a good chance of success if only Ministers 
and especially Consuls will be but firm in 
protecting the merchant in the exercise «f his 
rights under the new Treaty and in insisting 
upon the Chinese strictly fulfilling their treaty 
engagements. In any case, I think the mis- 
sion of Sir James Mackay will be productive 
of much good, and I hope that it may mean 
{hat a uew era is now dawning for us, and that 
j with its hands frey in South Africa our Go- 
vernment ut home intends to :tudy things 
Chin. se a little more closely and take a keener 


share markets, but this caused us to uneasine<s,” 


interest in our trade out here. This Colony of 
Hongkong, so minute on the map that I can 
understand why peopla at home think so little 


one of the largest and most important of King 
Edward's possessions. It has developed hugel 
in the last few years, so that this building whic 
not long ago was right on the wuter’s edge is 
now well inland, with Government offices and 
stately buildings erected and being erected be- 
tween it and the sea. 
electric tramway through the city, and I look 
forward to the day when not ovly will it be 
running round the whole island but when there 
will be another through Kowloon and the New 
Territory, with a railway from there to Canton 
to connect with the grand trunk line abont 
to be laid from Canton to Hankow and 
thence to Peking. It is possible that I be- 
lieve in the future of this Colony more than 
many people do, but the most pessimistic must 
admit that for places 30 situated as Hongkong 
{ and: Shanghai there must come great expansion 
of business when the encrmons national re- 
sources of China begin to be properly developed 
by foreign capital. Vhe Philippines, too, will 
soon settle down to business under a stable 
governme.t, and although I thiak they may be 
making a mistake over there in excluding a 
race of traders and workers such as the Chinese 
from their territory, still they are doing no 
more than onr own people have done in 
Australia, and I hope that in spite of this policy 
trade between China and the Philippines will 
soon show signs of development. Taking then, 
gentlemen. all these factors info consideration, 
we cannot I think but look forward tothe future 
cheerfully and hopefully. As I anticipated when 
I met you this time last year, the payment of 
the indemnity to the Powers has pressed hardly 
on China's finances, but she has immense powers 
of recuperation aud I do not believe will 
be crushed or 


r even permanently iajured 
| by the payment of so large a sum. 
At our last meeting I informed you 
that at the proper time your directors 


would see that the serv'ces of our late Chief 
Manager, Sir Thomas Jackson, on whom I am 
pleased to say His Majesty has since conferred 
the honour of a baronetcy, were duly and 
i fitungly eckuowledged. This we have done by 
the grant to bim of an honorarium of $140,000 
(say about £8.5U0) and the appointment to the 
chairmanship of the Londun Committee, where 
I am sure they will be glad to have the benefit 
of his great experience and knowledge cf the 
affairs of the Bank. In addition to this we 
propose to erect, as some acknowledgement of 
1 the great services he has rendered to the Bank, 
a status of Sir Thomas on a suitable site in the 
i vicinity of the bank premises, and I feel certain 
that every shareholder present will approve of 
such a permanent memorial iu our midst of our 
‘old friend T.J. (Applause.) Mr. J. R. M. 
; Smith took charge as Clirf Manager, and your 
i directors have every confidence that the 
‘ interests of the Bank are perfectly safe in his 
hands. Fioally I am glad to say that we have 
already begun the second half of the year well. 
(Applause. ) 
;  Qnestions were jnviled but none was asked. 
Ti.e CHAIRMAN then formally moved fhe 
adoption of the report and accounts. 
| Mr. Victor Deacon seconded. In doing 
I 
| 


so he said— Mr. ‘Chairman and gentleman, the 
pleasant task has fallen to me to second the 
adoption of the 1eport and accounts, which the 
chairman has so eloquently put before you. It 
is a very pleasant task indeed, I need scarcely 
‘say, and I think that, without auy great 
| exaggeration, I, speaking for the shareholders 
| here, may assure the directors that, so long as 
‘they put such pleasant accounts before us, so 
| long will we very gratefully second and adopt 

them. Gentlemen, for so loug past now have 

wa been accustomed to receive these very 

satisfactory reports and to take into our pockets 

these very satisfactory dividends, so much so 
| that, as it appears to me, if, in the future, we 
have worse reports put before us, it would be 
really an infringement of our rights and » 
breach of duty on the part of the directors 
(langhter). But. bathat as it may, I only hope 
that my successor, whoever he may Le in yeers to 
come, will alwa;s have such a pleasant duty as L 
have to perfurm this morning (applause). But, 
gentlemen, let us not fo get (hut thesa reports 
are the result of a great desl of forethought, of 


of it, is nevertheless, measured commercially, ’ 


Soon we shall have an - 


Oa 


a 


_ of Directors, a very gcod Chief Manager, and 
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care and of very gocd maneg« ment in {be past. least as much for his great big charitable heart. 


‘We must not forget that we have been eo very 
fortunate as to Fave in the pest a good Court 


That wasa thing, gentlemen, which endeared 
him to everybody. If anytody was in distress 
or want, whose hand was ever ready to help? 
Sir Thomas Jackron’s—and we allof us wish I 
am sure, that gcod health ard a long life will be 
granted h m to enjoy the rest in the old country 
which he has so nobly enrned. (Applause.) 
Gentlemen, although the old pilct bas left us 
and this argosy will have to sail her way under 


last, but by no meang least, a very good staff, 
and that all these things combined have con- 
duced to the report laced before youn and 
which it is orr pleasant duty to receive to-day. 
‘Tbe reports speak for themseltes, the accounts 
speak for themselves, but there are {wo poivts 
which I think I might venture to touch upon, 
for they seem to me, Mr. Chaiiman, 
so essentially satisfactory. As we all kuow, for 
years past the policy of the Board has been not 
to pay ws extravagaut dividends, but, as the 
Chairman very truly said, good and satisfactory 
dividends, whilst placing apart to the reserve 
fund such sums as have fram time to time been 
theught necessary. Gentlh men, that policy is 
one which I think we must all most cordially 
endorse. Tt seems to me that it has result: d— 
indeed it has resulted in the magnificent sum 
which stands to-day to our credit in reserve. 


good old quutaticn, and some of the old quota- 
tions are good—1 am-sure that some of us will 
ssy the old exchange quotations were much 
better quotations than they are.to-day (laughter) 
—there is aa geod old quotation which I will 
remind you of and that is that “there are as 
geod fish in the sea ag ever c:me out of it.” 
Gentlemen, a new pilot has taken charge. and 
under him let us re-ccho the Beard’s wish, seuti- 
ment and belief that he will conduct theship in 
which wes all ere shareholders to success aid 
plenty as it“has been conducted in the past 


It is true, as the chairman has pointed out, tlat (Applause) 
without money the Bank would be practically the report and accounts were adopted 
nothing, and we can al! congratulate the Board | U280imously. 


Mr. W. H. Riay moved the confirmation of 
the appointments of the Hon. C. W. Dickson 
aud Mr. G. H. Medhurst to the Court of 


on the position in which we find ourselves to-day 
in this respect. The other point which seems to 
me essentie lly satisfactory is that there are no : 
losses to speak of in the report-before us. Ifin Direotors. : . 
past years these have hampered us, or if in past Mr. G. STEWART seconded, and the motion 
years they have iriitated and annoyed us, to-day | was agreed to. , . 
nothing of the sort is here. Thre are no losses The CHairMAn—That is all the tusiness, 
whatever to report, which seems to me a gentlemen ; I thank yeu for. your attendance. 
most satisfactory state of affairs. Qur Chairman Dividend warrents are now ready. 

has alluded to “ that old man of the mountain, Mr. R. K. LeicH—Before we part, gentle- 
lekin,” Well, gentlemen. I am sure we cordi- | ™&2, I beg to "move a vole of thanks to the 
ally endorse what he has said and we hope that directors tor their able and satisfactory report, 
it may be possible to find some medus virendt | and for their gocd work during the past half 
whereby this most iniquitous tax will be rem ved ; Se4r- (Applause) 

from our merchandise and wherely, at the same The meeting then dispersed, 

time, the Chiuese Goverument may get what bbe iat am Bn a ee 

they ought to got in reason andin fairness. It HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA 
is, as we all of us can see, a difficult thing to , DOCK CO., 1D. 

manage, b: canse {he Chinese have a way at times ie eg 

of ssying “ Yes, we will alolish this” and ‘ Yes. HALF-YEAbLY MEETING. 

we will abolish that “’; but. unfortunately for | The ordisary Lalf-yearly meeting of share- 
those who are dealing with them. the same! 

thing crops up frequently under another name 
and onder another aspect. I only hope that | D. E. Brewn (chaii:man) presided cver a large 
that will not ke the case here. If any of you | attendance, ameng whem were Messrs. N. A. 
are hypercritical people, you may ask what have ; Siebs, J. 8. Van Burev, Hou. C. W. Dickson, 
T,asalawyer, got todowith(ckin¥ Gentlemen, | Messrs. G. If. Midhurst. E. Goetz, A. Haupt, 
there is more in it than, perbaps, you think. Int. , J. B. Lewis, Hon. R. Shewan -directors), W. 
when I explain to you that whatever appreciably | B. Dixon (chief mani ger), and G. A. Cald- 
affects my clients {ends to appreciably uffect me, | well (ecting secretary), J. Anderson, A. 
perbaps yen may be able to guess (laughter). ; S. Anton, A. F. Arculli, V. Aruold, 
Onur Chairman, gentlemen. bas teuched upon! K. Hecker, HH. F. Caimicheel, G. de 
the Electric Tramway. That is a thiug which. ' Chempeaux, K. A. Chinoy, Clon Hing Ki, W. 
for over twenty ycars ncw, very nearly twenty | E. Clarke, W. A. C. Cruickshank, H. M.S. H. 
yeais, has keen before the Colony in scme j Esincil, A. lk. Ezekicl, E. Georg. A. R. Gubbay, 
shape or cther. We all know it is a mere; U.S. Gublay, David Haskell, Jolm Hastings, 
truism fo say that imyreved communications | &. H. Hinds, Ho Fick, Ho Kom Tong, W. H. 
are beneficial, and, certainly, if the forecast cf | Humphreys. Hart Buck, H. Jessen, E.S. Joseph, 
the Chairman is at. all ayproximate, then we | M. A- Joseph, S. A. Joseph, Lem Kin Fan, 
sbonld get, in due course when the tramway is} d.d. Leiria, Liao ‘ze San, Lo Cheung Shiu, 
laid, great bencfits in every way every day. I | Lo Ping thek, I. 1’. Medar, Hi. A. Meyer, J, 
for one am a-belicver in it. end I think that most. HK. s-ichacl M. Michael, M. H. Michaél, 8. H. 
of us are, and if in ile fuiure it is still ex | W. Michael, h. Mitchell. G. W. C. Pemberton, 
tended, as the Claiimman Lints, to Kewlcon and; B.C Petts, Lb. H. Reid. J.C. des Kemedics. © 
Canton with {he adjacent railways, great | Richards, Atcaander Kors, Charles H. Ross, 
benefits must ecme to HengReng. Gentlemen. ? Cupt. PT. Rewan, Hon. ©. 8. Sharp A. Suarp, 
one point in the Chairman's sjcech I have uot ; A. H. Skeltcn, H. A.W. Slede, Gtto Struck. 
touched upon yet—our cld friend Sir Thomas | ne yer, R. Unsworth, W. H. Wickham, WG. 
Jackson (applause). We have known him, , Wintertun, 1. Witkowski, Wong Chuck Yau 
many cfus, for many years; we have known his} aud Weng hi Sew. 

sterling werth, aud we have known how Fe has Yhe notice calling the meeting having been 
given the best helf of Lis life, cne might say. | read, 

to this instituticc—the Hceugkerg Bank. We The CuHarRMAN said—Genthmen, Before 
all know hew he lies werkcd fer it. lew he has | cemmencing the regular business cf the meeting, 
brought it from what it was to the maguificent | you will ail, I feel sure, wish to join with the 
edifice and instituticn which it is to-day, and ‘t | Beard and employees in recording uu ¢xpressicn 
is plessing to think uct culy that we ark him | of dep repret which we ull feel at the 
to accept from the Beard, as no deubt you all | unexpected death during the pericd under review 
would ask him, the honorarium whichis men- | of cur late chief manaper, Mr. David Gillies, 
tioned in the report, but it is pleasing also to | so long and so clusely identified with us. ‘Lhe 


haideis in tke above Company was bed on the 
Isth net at the cfc s, Queens Bu ldings, Mr. 


rememter that we shall have scmething tangible | 1eport aud acccumts hevirg been printed and in 
of him to Jook at, in (he shape ofastatue, which | ycur hands fcr some time, I will with your 
it ie proposed to put up (applanse), not that we | permission take them as read. Your directors 
want that to remind us of Sir Thomas Jeckson— | much iegret that the figures they have to lay 
I venture to think that, when this Colcny is | before you show such a falling cif in the 
yeais and years and years and years older, yet, | net_pr¢tit for the first six months of. the year, 
the neme and memory of Sir J hcmas .ackeon | being’ only $373,460.26 as against £645,949.87 
will ke green to usa.l, and it is my psivile ge at | for ibe previcus half-yearand $9(6,55e.66 for the 
leest to tbink thatthe great man as he was in | currerpeuding period of last year. Adding tha 
finance will continue to held a lead on the | large semcunt vf $420,)19.59 brought forward 
business that has developed under him. I can- | frcm Just acceunt, the amount available for 
pot but think that he will be remembered at sppropriation afler deducting directors’ and 


a new hand arid under new directicns there is a 
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auditors’ fees is $78! 620.45, and the Board: 


[Angnet 25, 1902. ; 


recommends this amount to be distributed; 
as follows:—That a dividend of 19 per cent.: 
and a bonus of 2 per cent: for the half-° 
year, absorbing &3( 0,000, be paid to share-. 
holders, that $'68,0°485 be- written off the. 
value of Kowloon Docks, $40,679 92 from the- 
Co mopolitan Dock, and $19.755.99 from 
floating plent, absorbing $519,137.76, leaving to ° 
be cariied forward $263,34269, or about 
$160,010, lees than we brought forward 
from last year, and we trust this division of 
profits will be ecceptable to shareholders, 
inasmuch as, while it may possibly be a surprise 
to wavy, it is nevertheless trne; that, in com- 
parison to the net profits for any six months’ 
working, the present appropriation to share- 
holders is the largest ever paid in the history 
of the Company. The amount written off will 
leave the Ki wleon Docks standing in our books 
at $1 750.00 ', or $50,000 more than on the !st 
July last ; the Cosmopolitan Dock at $3!:0,000, 
the same ason that date; and onr floating plant, 
adding the dredger Canton River, one new steam 
lighter and one Jannch, at £205,000, as against 
£68,306 at the end of last year. The dulness of 
business im all departments was unnsually 
marked during the six months under review, 
but it was not altogether unexpected, as my 
predecessor at our mecting ou February 24th 
last pcinted out to yon that the enormous ia- 
crease of work brought tous by the Spanish- 
American War and the disturbances in the 
North of China had passed away, and that we 
should have to look to an improvement in the- 
trade of the Far Fast generally, to make up for 
the loss. his development of Lusiness out 
here has not, as you all know, so far shown 
itself, in fact, trade is utusually depressed just 
vow, acd we suffer like other people from the 
relapse, and the general absence of life and lack 
of demand in business. The heavy fall that 
took place in the value of the dollar early ‘in the 
year hed alsoan adverse effect on our earnings, as 
it is impossible for us to imme iately adjust all 
our charges to tbe increased dollar cost of all 
material ordered from heme, It is true that 
a low exchange increeses the dollar value of 
yeur fixed machinery and fools, but this only 
means that you cennot replace such machinery 
for the ssme number cf dollars and aces not 
affect your ecccunts in auy way. But in spite 
of the falling off during the past six months, I 
am gladto say that prospects do look a little 
etter for the second half of tbe ycar which will 
bring the additicn cf a new Trans-Pacific, fleet. 
of large sfeameis, two of which are over 9,000 
tons, and whcse Eastern term nus will be Horg- 
kong : also the substitution by one of the present 
Trans-Pacitic fleet of two 31,CC0 ton steamers 
for two smaller ones now running. We sp nt, 
including $90,000. for cur dredg: x, over 8281.4 00 
cn improvements and additions during the first 
six months of this year, and the benefit of these 
improvements is -eren vow being filt in the 
reduced cost of output and in economy 
generally. It is difficult fo say what the 
future has in store for us, but without wishing 
to be unduly optimistic, I think I may say that 
there are some sigss that China is endeavouring 
to wike up and throw cff her lethargy and 
indifference to Western methods and ideas, and 
if the day ever comes when she will succeed in 
doing this, such an industry as ours will ba the 
first to reap the Leuefit of the demand for 
stesmers snd machinery of all kin’s, which we 
cre year by year beceming beiter equipped for 
supplying. Your chief manager has, lam glad 
to report, given practical effect to a very desir- 
able change in the mcde of our working by ~ 
giving special aitention to the shipbuilding as 
distinct trom the repair department, and this 
year marks a new departure in tho annals 
cf the Dock Company by our baving secured 
the contract to build and engine entirely 
out here; a first-class, full-powered passenger 
boat for the Canten River against tenders 
from the best builders at heme. Our 
new l1(U-ton steam hammer, after having 
been ccmpleted and successfully put to work, 
has unfortunately been damaged by a heavy 
landslip from the hill bebind the forge. Steps, 
however, are being taken to hasten the necessary 
repairs and to prevent a:recurrence, which will 
take several weeks to complete. As regards the 
proposed new deck, which has been; so often 
referred to by my various predecessors - at 
successive meetings ever since Japan's docking - 
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capsbitifies were bronght home to us by our 
inability fo secure the docking of H.M.S. 
Victcricus in the year 1898, ycu will have 
learned frcm the repcrt that the nc gotiaticns 
with the Gover: ment for a sife fer the ecck, 


which heve been going cn for mere then: 


three ye:is, have vow rerched a pcint where 
we con rubmit fo you difinite  {eams 
for (he acquisition of {he land, and this will 


ke dene at a enbsequent :pecial meeting to Ve | 


held in the latter pmt of Cctcker next 
and prior to which a general cutline cf 
the scheme and cur picpcrals will be ciren- 
laled among shareholders in ample time for 
{heir ccusideration. It was, as yen knew. 
infend«d to discuss tlhe qnesticn after tle elcse 
ofthe present mecting, the reescn beirg that 


‘cf cur late chief manager. 
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aod consideration it deserves, I do not propose, 
therefore, to enter into any discussion of this 
leycnd venturing {o remark (het times and cir- 
crmstances hive changed a gecd deal, ard with 
{Lis perhaps the cpinicos of many st aieholders 
have doxe likewise, and, judging from what cne 
Les heard. the project is cf a highly debatable 


ratnre now, I feel ture that shorebolders 
will give the clesest. ccnrideraticn to 
whatever st:tementa the Foard may yplece 


hefcre us ecncernivg this matter. T[ cen- 
not clore my remarks withent {cuchi: g cn 
the reference you lave made {fo tle very 
sed ciieumstancer surrounding the death 
Mr. Gillies: I 


‘foel sure that all shareholders. as well’rs his 


proximo to decide cn the nerepuess cr other wise : 


of their cffer, Infas scme s 
for lcnger notice, we alfered cur intention in 


. | fleference fo their views, and sirce that. time 


the Government hate in 1esponse {on request 
from us len good enongh to extend the time 
for a further pericd of three months. Leoking 
at the accounts I cee sething bnt the usual 
items, which speak. for (hemrelves, though 
I may iemark thot yenr indeltedness to 
sundiy creditors, which was *638.s882 last 
Decembir. Les increased to S)C33249 on Seth 
June, with another £800 (0 to Le added when 
the pressnt dividend is aid, and will continue 
to increase as kong as we do nct put by cut of 
earnings every six mcuths af leést es much as 
we bave spent cu cspifal in the interval. Cur 
eredit is gecd, no deubt, Lut we most not let 
that fact tempt. us fo stretch if too far till we 


- “get quite cut cf cur depth, ard be ferced ta 


suddenly call on you for moe capital. My 
speech is pcfsibly longer than usual, but my 
desire is {o place c1.r pesiticn clearly and fully 
before you. Before mcving the adc ption of the 
report and uccounts I will Le glad fo answer, so 
far as Tam able. any questions cencerning 
Fame. 

There were po questicns. ed the CHAIRMAN 
moved the adepticn «f the report and accounts. 

Hon. C. S. SHarp saic—I lg to seccnd 
the resolution ycu have just propored for the 
I feel 
sure {hat all present have corsidtred woth 
attention the exhaustive 1emiiks : rd explara- 
fions youshave given rcgarding them. Ww 
seem to have fallen npon lean times, and no 
donLt as we have in a measure Leen spoilt cf 


recent yesis by asuccersion cf ever-improving ° 


half-yeais’ workings the present cc mes as iather 
an uLpleasant rc minder {hat thereare “dc wos ~ 
ag Will as ‘ups in Lusirers. I Co not ree. 
however, why the present litfle set-Lack should 
cause any alarm, as busirers has admittedly 
been in a very slack state all rennd for scme 
time past, ann this Ccmpany canrct expect to 
be excmpt ficm tLe icenlis of this; Lut we 
should net therefore imegire that the 
gocd times have gone, to return no moe, I 
em glad io see that tha Board propcses a 
cenrervative policy inregaid to the distiibution 
of prcfifs, I have lead scme reperts cf 
clemours for a larger dividend, Lut I cenrot 
think that such can have ccme frem apy shi re- 
Ecleers Lavirg {he permanent interce's of {le 
Ccmpsry at Leait, end I for cne fiust the 
Eeaid will ccntirue {o set ifs face rigidly 
tpainst avy attempts cr tendency to viduly 
“milk” the Company in {Lat wry, especial y 80 
lorg es the Ccmyeny's indeltedsers rmcunts 
forny ccusiderable stm. J] see cur old friend 
the Admiralty Leen chews up this {ime in an 
uppkatant light, the dcllar amount teing 
alcut ithe teme es it was quite a time rgo. 
althcugh tke sterling cmcunt bas leen corsi- 
derably 3¢dueed. I reecllect quife a rumter cf 
years ego edvccating at cre of there meetings 
tLe desirabilify cf rem:ttirg {be whole amcunt of 
the Lcan to Erglard sirce the Admiralty would 
not apparently accept repayment of the whole 
smctnt at cne time, ard ths ccurse, with the 
exchange prevailing, would, I think, have sevd 
the Ccmpany a gocd deal had it leen edopted, 
even teking into acccunt the low rate cf 
interest {he money would Lave keen earning cn 
fixed deycsit. But other com sels prevaikd. 
Ycu bave referred {o the matter of the prcposd 
new Deck, andI think the Beard bas taken a 


_ wise course in pee(pcnirg {o a fuime nceting 
- the consideration of this important 


p oject, to 
as to allow ihe matter {o have the full attention 


areholders wished : 


‘many friends cut Lere, must deeply regret his 
{he Goverment gave us enly vp to the 13th | 


end, ald {he suddenress cf it. (Appianre.) 

Mr. J. R. MicuarL—TI rise fo propose an 
amendment fotke melion far the rdcption of 
the report and iccounts as printed just put to 
the meeting Ly the Chaiiman. My amendment 
is tu the «flect that the amcunt projared to be 
written off the value of {he Deck establis}ment. 
&e.. riz, S219. 87.76, Le reduced to S169 487.06 
aud that the difference of £56.000 ke appre ri- 
ated fcr an addition to the bonus at the rate of $1) 
yer share. In fesmally moving the amend- 
nent I beg leuvetomekea few remarks. Halt- 
year after Lalf-year we have met to listen tothe 
accounts of geod stewardship cf cur vest and 
impotent establishments with fheir great 
rercurces. On those eccasiaas we have }cen 
neither stinfed with cur praise of {le directorate 
ard manegement Lor parsimonious with cur 
Lounses. Just as reward is liberally given for the 
suceesefnl conduct of cur business, so also must 
eviticisn — feir end impertial criticism. ke 
expected when gccd cause is found fcr grievance 
cn the part of the shareLolders, As cne enicr gest 
a large rumber cf shareholders T desire to 
ventilate cur grievance, and T take this public 
cecasion fo make it heard. The past half-year 
has been anything but a prosperour one fcr the 
Comyany. with the inevitable result that there 
has been an abncimel shrinkige in {he uet. 
profits of our business, When gecd judg ment 
ord feresight cannot Le taken to task for small 
prcfits we must accept in-an cquable spirit the 
uys and downs from which heman eff: irs 
ae never fice. But when picfits, cuce 
carned. can be distributed witheut impaiing 
the «ficiency of the Company's work end its 
fuime prcspects. we naturally feel it a hardship 
{o ree the profits picpered to le divided in a 
manner Ly which only posterity will gain atihe 
cost of onr wn immediate lcse, Tn the recounts 
hefore us the directors propose the encrmcus 
sim of $219,437.56. cr 5&3 per cent. in propor- 
{icn to the net jxcfit, which is cut of al) 
preporticn to the fetal prc fit. to be wril{en cff 
the value cf cur preperty, plant. &e.. cut of a 
{otal ret profit. of §873.460,.68, It is not 
apparent {o us shareholders what rule epplies 
with the directors in the matter of this spror- 
ficnment of prefits, On the face cf it end in 
the absence of satisfactory explaraticn, the 
standard must be stught for in scmething ¢lse 
than scund lLusinesrs judgment. New it is 
generally admifted that the ficcd tide of 
the Dock Ccmyany's piceperity, eo fir, 
was altaizxed in the year 190], when the 
hondscme prc fit cf $906,558.66 was vetted for 
the first Lalf-year. Then tbe-amcunt sgreed to 
for wrilirg down was cnly $185,370.71, or 20.45 
fer cent. in preporticn to the net profit. For 
the first half of (he current year the ebb tide 
hes set-in ard cur pi¢fits have becn reduced {o 
$373,460.68 ; yet the smount we are gericusly 
ar:ked to ccnsent to fer writing down is 
$219,437.76, or 8°75 per cent. Wh:t Luriness 
or Icgical aigtment cen be adduced in explana- 
ticn of to great an arithmetical dispari‘y it is 
nct within cur cc mpi ehensicn todieccver. 1 would 
like to re freth ycur memories abcuttke prccedore 
of former years, ety from 3)st Dect mber, 1895, 
{o S3lst Decemter, ]€97, during which ) ericd 
the nniform dividend end bonus of S ard 4 per 
cent. respectively were distributed to the share- 
holders. notwithrti nding the fact that at one 
{ime a vatialicn Cf EOper cent. tcok place in 
our net earnings, tiz., letween 30th June, 126, 
and 3)st December. 1897; the figures are :— 


$569,073 net profit of six months ending 
$2¢8426 ret prefit 


30th dune, 18f6 and 
of six months erding 3]et December, 1697. 
Times cut cf rumlter bave we teen told 


that the value of onr premiees, cur stock 


x 


of any eccucern. 
fidence in 
is shaken. 
admit. 
fi ct. 

rise up to the situation and make an honest 
cenfecsion that an error of judgment has 
evoked unlocked-for criticism not altogether 
unmerited. , t, 
make no ayology for reiterating opinion to 


151 
the rest of it 


of materials on band, ard 

have been written down te a figure which at 
their beck-value should afford ns a sense of 
bot ct security. Yet the proposition before us | 


ocs not seem to confirm ns in that security ; 


we might have been for all we know living 
upeonscionsly in a state of false security after 
ell. eThis inconsistency of action in 
to wiite «ff variable 1 mounts whic 
effect of infusirg a want of confidence is not 
Lusiness like 1nd appeals to men of ccmmon- 
sense ag worthy 
Shareholders suffer in emaller dividends by this 
questionable meth«d in the adjusiment of our 
accounts. Thronghcut the Fart the Hongkong 
Locks have been regarded ‘as by far the 
sonndest end the most stable concern wherein 


propesing 
has the 


of axtiong condemnation. 


capital might te rafely invested. One of the 
reasons advanced for the sub-division of our 


rlares, I well rememler, wes to enable small 


pecple to invest. their savings in our gilt- 
cdged securities. Dividends and bonuses were 
Ceclaned which investors, trustees, and all 
alike had relied upon ts likely to have been 
maineined. Yet we are ccnfrented with 
a itate of effains reflecting Lot very creditably 
upon these who have proclaimed to the world 
that Deck :Jarex could ccmmind an interest 
that cxtvanecus influences would net gevercly 
uffect. At «ne fell stroke we see cur dividends 
and bhcnus cut down by as much as 38 per cent. 
—a seicus blow {6 these wha might have 
depended upon the stability and the power of 
our Company to keep np a return when 
once declared and paid. It is not the clamour 
of speculators 1 give ulterance to: I have 
na sympathy with such. But if buyers und 


sellers of shares are taxed with — this 
misncemer in order fo ward off avy just 
represemtaticn oon the pat «cf — share- 


holders, [ must rdmit, that membas of the 
directarate of local companies themselves 
{all within the pale of their condemnation, and 
stand lefore the public as self-condemned in 
sclips leaviig their own uemes passing from . 
hed tc hard in the Colony. ‘lhe circumscribed 


[limits cf onr business circk diselcse mapy un- 


pleasr nt facts, which escape observation in large 
cilics. Gentlemen, I appeal to cur Foard to 
leck up to the magnificent positicn which our 
unrivalled Bank—our very own, {le Hongko 

std Shanghai Bavk—has created for itself ip 
the nnshaken solidity it is in to-day by a course 
cfacticn :dmitting of no wavering principles. 
Tine. iis carliest history furnishes example 
not to ke copied; -but ils :atter-day manage- 
ment Les been such as to make it capable of 
weathering all financial cri:es, and ro matter 
what their ¢ffects on the balance-sheet its ability 
to } ay uniform steady dividend and tonuses has 
never hcen imperilled. As owners of a business, 
who pay for ifs prcper corduct, sharebolders 
expect to he consid red and to te taken in the 
confidence of the directorate. In Hongkong. 
they are often too lightly considered, and a 
desire {o elicit iz formation or to throw out a 
enggestion is not infrequently misconstrued into 


an wnfagcnisin against the directorate. This is 


destiuctive of the true interest and prosperity 
Now, gentlemen, the con- 
cur Dock as a stable concern. 
It is en unpleasant tinth fo 
There is no getting cut of that 
We csinnot be blind to it. Let us 


Tefcre I resume my seat, I will 


which I would appeal to the directorate to give 
{heir carnest consideration. Having regard to 
the fact that our establishments, our workshops, 
ard cur plant are represented in our books at 
figures for which they could never be replaced, 
and are variously valued at six or seven times 
the book value; the time has now arrived 
when, in my opinion, a systematic method 
of writing down should tbe adopted once 
for all. When cnce adopted, Jet that 
system be put in practice ss & hard and 
fast rule, admitting cf no departure. It ig not 
{er me to say what the exact percentage of 
ovr profits should be taken 3s the “ golden 
mean” for sdoption; but that one such can 
Le fcund, I Jon't for a moment doubt. 
I ask for no vote in favour of my amendment ; 
it sbould appeal to you on its own meri‘s. 

therefore move that the amount proposed to be 


va 
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-written off the value of the Dock establish- 
ments, &c., viz., $219,437.76, be reduced’ to 
$169,437.76 and that the difference of 850,000 ba 
appropriated for an addition to the bonus at the 
rate of $1 per share. — 

Mr. A. Ross—I rise to second the amend- 
ment. I should have preferrai the silting-down 
attitude with the uplifting of hands in favpur 
of the report and accounts rather than the stand- 
ing-up attitude opposing their passage. But 
I think af the present funciure the directors 
have hardly treated the shareholders fairly 
(applanse) in cutting down the dividend which 
they propose to give us, I hava never beena 
clamourer for large dividends, but I balieva in 
the fair and impartial administration of the 
affairs of the Company, and I do not thiuk the 
present accounts show that. Therefore I second 
the amendment and hops that the directors will 
unanimously shell out the extra magic Mexican 
to a degree that will ensure the confidence of the 
shareholders. 

The CHAIRMAN—Before putting to the 
meeting the amendment, which naturally must 
come first, I should like to make a few remarks 
which may possibly have the effect of causing 
it to be withdrawn —at least I hope so. 
Reference has been made by Mr. Michael toa 
serious mistake made by the Board in the 
appropriation of profits, and while he laid stress 
on the fact that something like 59 or G0 per 
cent. of the profits had been written off. he has 
not said anything us to the fact that over 80) 
per cent. of the net earnings for six mouths is 
being paid in dividends. Ife has also made a 
few remarks dealing with that excellent in- 
stitution the Hongkong and Shanghai Bauk, 
whose policy he approves, but when your Board 
is endeavouring to follow a similar course he 
condemns it, I have made a few notes anda 
few figures in anticipation of something of this 
kind happening, and will now read them fo you. 
There area number of reasons why a larger 
appropriation to shareholders than $3 'C,QG0 
out of a net earnings of $375,460 86 should not 
be made. (1.) It isa most liberal appropriation. 
and, as ‘previously pointed out in my sp-ech, the 
largest under the circumstances ever paid in the 
history of the Company. (2.) It is not ccsh in 
hand we are dealing with, which it wreuld be 
quite competent for us to vote away as we 
liked, but: the question we are voting on is how 
much money we cau afford to appropriate to our- 
selves after having {o borrow it, and tbat 
question has been fully and carefully considered 
by your directors, who did not and do not feel 
justified as businers men in asking the Bank 
for a larger loan for dividend purposes than 
$300,000, against a net earnings pf 8373,460,86. 
It is only natural to credit well managed banks 
and monetary concerns with having a tail, resem- 
bling very much that appendage of the British 
Lion, which it is not wise to twist too far,and that 
is the proposition we are up against to-day. (3.) 
Your directors fully realise their responsibility 


‘in the management of this magnificent property 


of ours, and in laying our report and recommend- 
ations before you you can rest assured of having 
received the combined deliberations of a body 
of practical business men You cannot eat 
your cake and have it. Neither is it wise to 
milk your cow too dry, and, in the hope of, 
convincing you of the unreasonableness of this ! 
demand for more dividend, I would point out 


"here to-day, the Chairman might feel disposed, 
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they stand to-day, without shareholders having | 
been called upon to directly contribute a dol- : 
lar, 1 think yon can give your directors and | 
management in the past the credit. of enabling ; 
you to knock that old argument on the head - 
that “it is mcre blessed fo give then to receive": 
and dem: nstrate their earrestne:. of purpose 
by confirming and acquiesciug in thir recom- | 
mendations. If, after the foregaing informal ion, - 
you insist.on my putting your amendment | 
to the meeting and it is carried b¥ a show ; 
of hands, it. can ouly be regarded as an 
unjustifiable vote,of want of confidence in your 
directors. most, if not all, of whom are the 
largest and most consistent supporters of the 
Dock Company, and it would, so far as this 
meeting is concerne'. he so regarded by them. 
What would then follaw 2? A demand would no 
doubt be made for a poll, which under the 
articles of association I would be compelled {o 
eall for. if requested by five shareholders pre- 
sent. Ifa poll were decided on the Chairman 
is empowered to fix and announce the date and 
hour for the same to |« taken, and as your 
directors decline to sulimit fo a vote of that 
sort from the shareholders only represented 


as that is the object of a poll, to give all share. 
holders of the Company at. home and through- 
out the East an opportunity of expressing their 
cpinions on the subject after a perusal of the 
minutes of to-duy’s proceedings, which would 
be mailed them, and which, as it wonld tuke 
three months to hear from them all, would 
simply delay the passing of the report and 
accouu(s that much longer. 

Mr. E. 8. Jogepu-- Mr. ( hainman, In your 
reply just now you said we were not dealing 
with cash in our hands, but would have to 
borrow this money. Have we ever paid a 
dividend with cash in band ¢ 

‘The CHatrman—Well. I would lika to look 
that up. 

Mr. JosEPH—I know it is not so. 
never had cash dividends. 

The CHAIRMAN—But, however, that dees not 
aller the facis cf the case. 

Nr. JosepA—This is not the first occasion 
we have not had money in hand. 

The CpartnmMaN— But I might say that never 
before was {here such a balance in hand. The 
balance instead of being $1,500,000 is {o-day 
nearer a million aud a half; at least, it will be 
when we borrow this 300,000. 

Mr. J. R. Micnart—Having made the 
amendment and having been asked to withdraw 
it Iweuld do s0, but I cannot see that the 
reasops given by the Chairman are strong 
enovgl. to induce me to withdraw my -amend- 
ment. He said {he directors have considered 
very carefully the payment of t e dividend of 
$300,000 out of the $373,000, but he forgets 
that $420,CUO have been carried over for the 
adjustment of dividends—— 

The CHAIRMAN—No, 

Mr. MicuHaEt—And that that represents a 
total of $782,0U0 } rofits. ‘Ihe secoud thing is 
that he has vot satisfied us with any {angible 
reasons showing why the Company, which has 
made $900, O(in profit in a good half-year, should 
have written off only 20 per cent. as compared 
with 58 per cent, written off in the leanest half- 
year they have had. The Chairman seems to 
put a threat before the shareholders that’ the 


e 


We have 
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amendment fas carried easily. The résult was 
received with applause. ae : 

Mr. Suarp—lI desire a poll, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHairnmax—If there, are five share- 
holders who desire a poll so asto give absent 
shareholders an opportunity to express them: 
selves I shall te happy to calla poll. : 

Five shareholders having signified by holding 
up their hands that they demanded a poll, 

The CHAIRMAN said—I have been asked to 
calla poll,and that poll will be taken three months. 
from today :0 as fo give absent shareholders - 
an opportunity of expressing themselves. 

Mr. 8. A. JosiPH—Why should it not be 
three days ? 

The (RAIRMAN—The only object of calling 
a poll is to give absent members un opportunity, 
of voting. If we wanted to settle it by a show -* 
of hands at the meeting a show of hands would, -i 
do, but the object of a poll is to give absent 
shareho'ders an opportunity of voting. 

Mr. JosepH— Was that done before 2 

The CHAIRMAN—I am quile right in th’s. 
The meeting stands edjournd until three - 
months from to-day, at the same hour as this 
meeting was called foy. Due notice will be given. 

Mr. ra De Mighi I ask another question ? 
How soon will the efrcnlars be s:nt out ? 

The CHAIRMAN—At once. The minutes of 
this meeting will be printed and circnlated and 
a copy sent to each shareholder. 

Mr. T. AknoLp—Can't yon give us S6 on 
acconnt? (Laughter.) ; 

The meeting then disy ersed. 


vo 
wee 


OLIVERS FREEHOLD MINES, LD. 

An extraordinary general meeting of the 
above Company was held at tho offices of tho 
Company, 38 Queen's Read Central,on the 22nd 
inst.. when the resolution, which was pasked at an 
extraordinary general meeting of the Company 
held on Tuesday, ‘th August, was submitted 
for confirmation asa special resolution, namely: 
—"That the Company be wound up voluuta- 
rily, and that Arthur Rylands Lowe, of 
Victoria, in the Colony of Hongkong, chartered © 
accountant, be and he is hereby uppointed 
liquidator for the purpose of snch winding up.” - 
Those present were Messrs. Hart Buck 
(Chairman), A. H. Mancell, Lan Ci:u Pak, J. 
A. Jupp, W. D. Sutton, A. P. Nobbs, Wong 
Man Lam, and J. L. Cotter. 

The CHAIRMAN said—Gentlemen, At our last 
meeting I think I explained to you fully the 
reaxons wa have for making the proposal to go 
into liquidation and I do not think it necessary 
to waste your time by going over thein again. 
If, however, any shareholder wishes for any 
further information, before I put the resolation 
to the meeting, I shall be pleased to give it. 

No questions being asked, the resolution was - 
put {o the meeting, 

Mr. A. H. Manca. seconded and the motion 
was carried unanimonsly,. 


QUEEN MINES, LD. 

An extraordinary general meeting of the 
shareholders of the Queen Mines Company was 
held on the 22nd inst. for the purpose of con- 
firming as aspecial resoluticn the following 
resolution, which was passed at on extraordinary 


that in the last seren years out of a net profit | director will consider my amendment a slur if | general meeting of the Company held on the 


in working of about $7,010,000 you have 
received about $4.00U.000 in dividends and 
nine-tenths of a million dol'ars in scrip bonus | 
when our capital was increased early last year 
to that extent. Because last year was a 
memorable harvest {o shareholders—receiving, 
as they did, $72 in dividends and $75 in scrip 
bonus, totalling $147 for every $125 share they 
held, and bringing about as it did unwarranted 
over-epeculation, with disastrous results perhaps 
to many, it shouid not be expected that it will, 
and I can assure you it does not, influence your 
directors in their deliberations as to what is 
best for the interests of all concerned. (4) 
Then again, with the above facts before yon, it 
must not be forgotten that, in the same period, 


carried, but I do not think so. 
simply in very | Jain words. 

The CuHalt mMAN—The question for c nsidera- 
tion is the amount of money we are justified in 
borrowing for dividend purpores 

Mr. H. W. SuapE—Mr. Chairman, I had 
not looked at the figures before I ceme here, 
but I bave heard Mr. Michael's speech and 1 
have heard your speech, and it certainly appears 
to me that in this matter the Board are ontire- 
ly right. We have not the money, and we 
have to borrow the money to pay this dividend, 
and as the Chairman has said. there is a certain 
limit—well, I will not say to the Company's 
borrowing capacity. but to the advisability of 
borrowing—and the amount to be appropriated 


J put my point 


while about $2.4°0,000 have been spent ont of | for dividends, $38C0,4 0, scems to me‘amp'e. I 


earnings in additions, extensions, and the 


don't think that under the circumstances the 


necessary substitution of new and modern for shareholders are.quite justified in asking for an 


old ‘and obsolete machinery, only 
$1,325,000 have been written off the value of 


your property, and when you consider the {I shall now put the amendment to the meeting. 


enormously enhanced value of gur works as 


about | extra dollar dividend,at any rate for this half-year. 


TheCHAaIRMAN—If there are no other remarks 


On a show of hands - 


being taken, the 


€ 
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5th inst., viz— That the Company be wound 
up voluntarily and that Arthur Rylands Lowe, 
of Victoria. in the Colony of Hongkong, 
chartered accountant, be, and he is pee 
appointed liquidator for the purpose of suo 
winding up.” 

The CHarRMAN ssid—I do not think there 
is anything I can add to what I have already 
told von at the last meeling, and unless any 
shareholder has any remarks or suggestious to 
make I will simply put the resolution to you. 

Mr. Lav Cuu Pax seconded, and the motion 
was carried unanimously. : Te 


Shanghei being apparently unwilling {o find 
the money for the proposed boxing contest for 
the Light-weight Championship of China 
between Jack McAuliffe and Billy Bellew 
(forn erly of Manila), it is postible that the 
fight will come off at Tientsiu in about eight 
weeks’ time, if McAuliffe's engagements at the 
Hanoi Exposition permit him to remain in the 
North for so loug a time. 


3 


rf 


mormon rere ene weet pte - some 


‘e 


de pga ig A | Ean 9 mene aetna we 


August 25, 1903.] 
THE HONGKONG HOTEL CO., LD. 


—_ ~~ 


The report of the board of directors to be | To bad debt« and refunds .. 1.2.0.0 2. 


prion at\the ordinary meeting. of share- 


olders, 10 be held at the Company's Hofel. | 


on tha 27th inst., at noon, is as follows: 


Gentlemen,—The directors now beg {o 


_ submit their report for the half-year ended 


the 30th June, 1902. 
ACCOUNTS. 

The -profit on working account amounted to 
$116,370.94, as compared with .8125,101.U2 for 
corresponding period of 1901, being a decrease 
of $8,780.08. 


The profit and Joss account, including the 


* sum of $377.49 brought forward from 3lst 


December, 1901, shows a credit balance of 
$112.466.05, which your directors propose to 
apportion as follows :— 
‘To pay a dividend of 12 per 
cent. for the half. year .. $72,000.00 
f 


To write off from value o 

farniture and fixtures 10,000,090 
To transfer to repairs and renewals - 

account, Si lt. nek 10,000.00 
To add to reserve fund... ‘a 9,000.00 
To write off from value af 


steam-launch SiR cede He 1,000.00 
To carry forward to new account 14,466.05 


$112,466.05 


DIRECTORE,. 


; 
1 
i 
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Mr. W. Panfitt has been granted twelve. 


months’ leave of absence, and his place has been 
taken by Mr. W. Huttdn Potts, whcse appoint- 
ment requires cenfirmation by shareholders. 

Mr, E, Osborne retires by rotation, but. offers 
himself for re-election. 

: AUDIT, 

The accounts hare been audited by Messrs. 
H. U. Jeffries and A. R. Lowe, who offer them- 
selves for re-election. 

: EDWARD CB8BORNE, 


Chairman. 
Hongkong, Isth August, 1902. 


The accounts are as follows :— 


BALANCE-SHEET. 
30th June, 1902. 
LIABILITIES. Foe 
Capital— 
12,000 shares at $50 each (fully paid up) 
1,000 mortgage debentures $ oc. 


authorised, issued at $500 
each oo... ccececceeee vee esceee--. 500,000.00 
Less 550 ditto, not issued ... 275,000.00 
——_ —— 225,000.00 
Reserve fund.........0.cceeccceeeeseereeeeees 99,000.00 
dun CLeditOrs ....ecceceeeeeccee cece eee = BN493.12 
Unclaimed dividends ........... 66 cece ecee ee 289,00 
Repairs and renewals account ........ . ... 2,879.24 
Profit loss account wo... eee ee 112,466.05 
$1,057 ,767.41 
. ASSETS. yoo 
Land and buildings as per last report :-- 
Marine Lot No. Sand remain- $ oc. 
ing portion of Marine I.ot 
NO e'B seo cilscudd rotedemseteenaes 372,045.60 
Remaining portion of Marine 
Lot No. Ve... secsecccceeesee = 368,168.20 
Praya reclamation............... 21,291.77 


Furniture and fixtures as per 
last report oo... cee eee 808,427.61 

Less written off, as recom- 
mended in last report ..... 


5,000.00 
eee $93,427.61 


878.45 
———  94,306.¢6 
Stock of linen, crockery and glassware,&c. 39,970.07 
Stock of wines, provisions, househeld sun- : 
dries, and stationery feeders 80,551.98 
Shares in public companies, as per last 
Fe :) 0) 4 7,033.81 
Licenses attaching to half-year ending . 
31st December, 1902........... 0... 429.47 
Fire insurance attaching to half-year end- 
‘ing 3let December, 1902 .............. -.. 1,752.75 
Steam-] unch ........................ $18,100.00 
Lets written off, as recom- 
~ mended in last report ...... 2,100.00 ' 
—_——- 11,000.00 
Sundry debtors ..... 67,905.99 


Hongkong and &'hai Banking Corporation 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corpor- 

ation, No. 2 account 22... 0.0... ee 
Cach in hand...........0.. 


42,106.05 


ie 989.00 


$1,057,767.41 


———_— 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 


Bas the six mouths ending 30th June. 19(12. 
dr. $- 


Cy 

a8.15 

To rates | .. ae ee wee eee. 2,832.38 
‘Yo interest on debentures ($225,000 at 3 

percent.) oo. ; 6 750.00 

To fire insurance ... 1,752.75 

‘Te Crown rent 22. a hts 478.90 

To directors’ and auditors’ fees. 3.206.00 


To balance, to be appropriated na follows : 

To pay a dividend of 12 per 
cent. or ew 

To write’ off furniture and 
fixtures oe 

To transfcr to repairs and re- 


$72,000.00 


10,000.00 


newals account................ 10,000.00 
To tr nefer to reserve fund .. 5,600.00 
To write off steam-launch...... 1,000.00 
To carry forward to new ac- 
count 20. . 14,466.15 
———- 112, 466.05 
$127 533.23 
Cr. 


By halance from 8ist Dee., 1901... . 


Lerg dividend at 12 
per cent........... $72,000.00 
Less transferred to 


$4,477.49 


reserve fund ..... 4.°00.00 
Leas transferred to 
repairs and re- 
newals account .. 10,000.00 
Lees written off fur- 
niture & fixtures  5.060.00 
Less written off 
steam-laurch 2.100.00 
— 44,100.06 
— ATT 4M 
By rents of shaps and offices, 
new building..... 0.0... 00... $2,490.00 
By rents of shops and offices, old , 
building ..0 oe. oe ee 6.120.°0 
; -—- 8.610.00 
By dividends on shares .. 2... ... 11.00 
Ry scrip and transfer.fees 0 00. 2 79.00 
By bad debts recovered ........... .. iste 17.84 
By transfer from suspense accecunt.. . ARS.33 
By interest agaaceygures, wasttdis whe hatin 1,088.63 
hotel working account ..... ... 116.370.94 


By profit on 


$127.533.23 


REPAIRS AND RENEWALS ACCOUNT 
For the six months ending 30th June. 1902. 


Dr. S ¢@ 
To payments on account of repairs and re- 

WEWHIG 2 ccd eciss Landencsaanntag > ¥ TGR DS 
To: lane cs. oeer wens asses! Fee eee serene 2 879.24 


$10,514.79 


Cr. Suc. 
By balance frum Sist Devember. 1801... ... 514.79 
By transfer frem profit and Joss account 

as recommended in last report 10,000.00 


$10,514.79 


—_—_— 


SPREME COURT. 
—_—_—_@—_—— 
Monday, 18th August. 


Ix CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 


Brrorge His Honour W. Mian 
GocpMAN (CHIEF JUSTICE). 
THE CALENDAR, 

The cxlendar was au exceedingly light one, 
there being only three cases, implicating five 
persone, down for hearing. one being a charge of 
asseult ard robbery, and the others attempted 
larceny and larceny respectively. The yrcsecu- 
{ion in each ca:e was condteted by Hon. Sir 
H. S. Berkeley, Att-rney-General, instructed 
by Mr. H. L. Denpys. Crown Solicitor. 

LARCENY WITH MENACE. 

Li Tsvvg (23) was charged with- having on 
25h June in company with certain other 
persons not in custedy, first, committed 
robbery with violence in a dwellin g-house, 
second, larceny with mensce, and, third, with 
having received stokn goods, the tmount of 
money alleg:d to have been stolen keing $2,912 
besides certain articles of jewellery. 

He pleaded not guilly on the first and second 
counts but guilty on the third. 

The Attornéy-General slated that he would 
not prees the first count. 

The following jary was empanelled :—Mesers. 
J. Von Houten, A. A. Gutierrez, H. Arthur, 
N. F. Mithaiwal!a, B. Clarke, A. Ahmed, and 
A. Moir. 

The Attorney-General, in opening the case, 
stated that the charges against the prisoner 
would be spoken to by witnesses who would tell 


‘the hearing of 
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the jury that on 25th June an old man namel 
Chun On was left in charge of a stop whil 
the owner was away. Shortly sfter the old 
man lad been left there, the pri oner ontered 
tle shop and gagged him with his bueue. 
Others in asscciation with the prison r also 
entered and committed the robberyer The 
charge against the prisoner on the fist two 
counts would be speken to by witnesses who 
would, he submitted, give the jury special 
evidence cf identification, fo ratisfy them that 
the prisoner was one of thosy engaged in the 
offences charged. With respect to the third 
count, he had pleaded guilty. 

After evidence had been taken, the prisoner 
was found not guilty on the first and second 
counis, but was sentenced to fiye years’ impri- 
sonment. with hard labour on the third. 

S8AULT. 

Li Cheung. Leung Fat, and Sit Fuk Lai 
were empanelled on a charge of assault with 
intent to rob, ind a:sault causing bodily harm. 
They were convicted. The first-named was 
sentenced {o {wo years’ hard Jabour und the 
other two to eighteen months’ bard labour each. 

THEFT OF A LETIER. 

An Chak pleaded guilty to stealing a letter 
while employed in the Fost Office and was 
sentenced to undergo impriscument fer two 
years, with hard labour. 

The Court adjourned. 


Thursday, 2Ist August. 


In APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 


Berore THEIR Honours W. MEIGH 
{OODMAN (CHIEF JUSTICE) AND A. 
G. Wise (Puisne JUDGE). 

CHAN CHI AND OTHERS t. WILLIAM 

| MURISON. . 

In these twortases Chan Chi, Li Sung Chung, 
and Lai Yiu appealed against the judgment of 
(le Police Mag'strate, delivered on 4th July, 
by which tbey were convicted of ‘keeping a 
gaming-house and sentenced to heavy penalties, 
the ground of appeal being that the conviction 
was erroneous aid the evidence did not warrant 
aconviction. Mr. E. U. Sharp, K.C,, barrister- 
at-law (instructed by Mr. G. K. H. Brutton, 
solicitor), appeared for the two first appellants ; 
Mr. M. W. Slade, barrister-at-law (instructed 
hy Mr. F. X, d'Almada e Castro, solicitor), for 
the third defendant; and Hon. Sir Henry S. - 
Berkeley, Attorney-General (instructed by Mr. 
H. L. Dennys, Crown Solicitor), appeared for 
the respondent. 

The Attorney-General said he appeared for 
the Magistrate who gave the conviction in each 
af these cases, He appeared to support that 
conviction and oppose the motions that had 
been filed. Before his l-arned friends began, 
he desired {o {ake yreliminary objections fo 
those motions at all. There 
was no more clearly established rule than that 
whero a Statute gave the right of appeal the 
requirements of that’ Statute must be scrupul- 
ously cbserved. It was also a clearly 
established rule that wherea Statute conferred 
upon a Court jurisdiction to hear an appeal 
the reqnirements of that Statuge must be 
strictly vbserved by tLe Court. Bearing there 
observations in mind he desir d to lay ‘before 
the Court three preliminary objections to these 
motions being Leard at all. Two of these 
objecticns applied to what was called “ leave to 
appeal by way of ve-hearing ” for which Mr. 
Sharp appeared; and which assumed {o be, 
which pretended to be—he used the word 
advisedly—an appeal on the question of law 
and fact. ‘The third cbjection he had to 
make epplied equally to Mr. tharp’s motion and 
to Mr. Siade’s. In the case of Chan Chi and 
Li Sung. tke cppellants arked for leave to 
appeal to the Full Court by way of re-hearing on 
the ground that the conviction was erroneous 
in point cf law and fact and that the evidénce 
did not warrant a conviction. In Mr. Slade’s 
case, the appellant asked for a re-hearing u 
the question of law. His first objection to Mr. 
Sharp's motion was {hat the Full Court bad no 
powcr to entertain a motion for leave to appeal 
from the Magistrate, either on the question of 
law or cn the question of fact. ‘he Court 
could entertain a motion for re-hearipg oD & 
questicn of fact, they knew, but leave to-appeal 
to the Full Court was to be granted by the 
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Magistrate who tried the case; not by 
the’ Full Court. The motion before their 
Lordships was one for leave to appeal, and 
there was an essential difference between 
that and a motion for re-hearing, leave hav-ng 
already been granted by the Magistrate. Ordi- 
nance 10 of 1890 which conferred upon the 
Full Court juri:diction to hear an appeal did 
not confer any jurisdiction upon it to grant 
any one leave to appeal. Section 1(4 stated 
that any person who desired to qnestion a 
conviction on the ground that it was erroneous 
in point of fact might apply to the Magistrate 
who heard the cage fcr leave {o appeal to the 
Fall Court by way of re-hearing. Jf such leave 
were gr-nted the next piocedure was prescribed 
by Section 1(5, which raid that the appellant 
was to file a certificate together with the motion 
for re-hearing before the Full Court, selling 
forth shortly the grounds. The motion before 
their Lordships was a distinct motion for leave 
to appeal. lf that Conrt had the power, it 
might grant leave {o uppeal or not, but it bad 
no such power, The motion did not comply 
with the requirenents of the Statute. The 
appellant had already obtained from the 
Magistrate leave {o appeal. His proper 
procedure after that. would 
file that leave: so as {o 
that he had obtained it. That Court could not 
give him leave. It had power to hear the 
appellant if he came before it properly, but. 
this motion must be dismissed. ‘I'he appellant 
could come before the Court, if so advised, in 
the proper way later on. His second objextion 


inform ihe Court 


' was that even if the motion for leave to appeal 


as 


could be regarded as a motion for re-hearing on 
the question of fact, {his motion was ineffective 
becauge it did not comply with the requirements 
of section 105, ina: much as it did not “ set forth 
shortly the grounds.” The section imperatively 
declared that the appellants shall file the motion 
for re-hearing and set forth the grounds therefor. 
The motion ssid generally that tte Magistrate 
c:me toa determination which was erroneous 
in point of law end fact but did not set forth 
the grounds as required. Therefore ihe motion 
could not be heard. That disposed of the 
motion made by Mr. Sharp. Objection No. 
3 to the motions was that an appeal on a 
question of law could not be brought before the 
Court by way of a motion forre-hearing. That 
procedure applied only to appeals on a question 
of fact and was regulated by Sections 104, 105 
and 106. Anappealon a question of law was 
not a motion for re-hearing. The prc cedure was 
that after the Magistrate had been asked to 
state a case and had doue so, the case was to be 
set down for argument before the Full Court, 


‘ and notice thereof given to the other side, 


That had not been done. He submitted 
that there was therefore no appeal before: the 
Court, and that both of the motions 
before the Court must dé-dirmissed as not being 
formulated in the manner prescribed hy law to 
enable the appellant to be heard or the Court 
to give adecision. - ; 

Mr. Sharp said that the form employed in 
this case was the form which had been generally 
in use. Of course, if it was bad, that would not 

them far, but he submitted it was not. 
It was perfectly clear that the Magistrate had 
to grant leavesof appeal. but that did not bind 
the Full Court. The Full Court had got to 
give its conzent alzo. It was tha proper form 
to take to ask the Court toexercise the di:cre- 
tion conferred upon it by Section 105. 

The Puisne Judge remarked that the Full 
Court had never refusid a re-hearing. 

‘ Mr. Sharp believed that on one occasion a 
ease had been cent back—srome yearsago. ~ 

The Puisne Judge replied that it was rent 
back becanse after reading it through the 
Court could not understand it from beginning 

end. 

Mr. Sharp added that what was desired was 
hat ihe Court should exercise its discretion 

to grant or not grant a re-hearing. 

' The“Puisne Judge pointed out that the 
ppellant did not ask for a rekearing but for 

ave to appeal. . 

Mr. Sharp ¢cniended ikat the two things 
were practically identical. As to the second 
objection; that the grounds were bot cet forth, 
‘there ‘was only‘one finding of fact and that was 


that these men kept a gaming-house ; they only 


assailed a. section of the evidence and said a 


* glip had been made by the Magistrate in apply- 


ing certain ¢vidence to the wrong men=a 


have been to: 


$$$ 7 
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slip that, he believed, the Magistrate admitted ; to ascertain what Had been done. So far.as 
and was willing to correct. the motion papers went the Court had come 


The Chief Justice raid that in his opinion 
the giounds had not been properly stated and | ‘Ihe only question was what they were 
that {le uotice of motion was sll wrong; it | todo with those two appeals on the question of 
should have rend that on such and such a day | law. The cases had been stated by the Magis- 
the Court wonld be mcred to re-hexr, and shonid | trate and had been treated as set down for 
not have Ixen for leave {o appeal ly way of | argument, and it was pretty clear that (he other 
re- hearing. | side knew that they had Leen set. cown. 

Mr. Sharp went on to say with regard to the | But he was not sure whether they wee regularly 
third objection that the case was set down by | set down at the request of either party as it wus 
the Court before they ever got the Magistrate's | contemplated they should be by Section 1-2 of 
stat d case, the Mugistrates’ Ordinance. The qnestion 

The Chief Justice said that ou the question | was whether the mere fact cf not giving formal 
of fact the motion appeared to him {o be defec- | notice was fatal to the h aring. He did not 
live. It was nat in compliance with section think the other side should take that view. 
105 of the Magistrates’ Ordinance. In his | He theught both notices were bad. Mr. 
opinion the yroper form was to apply to the | Slade’s motion would have been god if he had 
Court that the Court will he moved to re-hear | been appealing on facis and had ushed ‘for 
and that, as regards grounds. it was not sufficient ; & re-hearing on that ground, ‘There was to 
to set forth simply that the whola of the evidence | question as to the notice uf motion for re-hc aring 
did not support the conviction. He had seen that | 2 8 point of law. All that was required wes tu 
sometimes done in Ercland aa a terminal | ‘#!! on the case on the day fixed for the 
gr. und in case everythir + had not been covered, | “rRument upon it. The best course, he thonght, 
but it wes always in addition to some specific | WOuld be to dismiss both these motions with 
grounds stated. To simply say that the | Costs, and then the Court had still before them 
Magistrate bad convicted upon ‘the facts and | t¥o cases for argument. 
shonld not have done so was not giving grounds | The Puisne Judge concurred . 
at all Therefore in his opinian the motion| The Attor:ey-General _pointed out that it 
wis bad and must be dismissed so far as the | 788 required that the parties setting down the 
qnestion of fact. was concerned. - case must give the other side four days’ clear 

The Puisne Judge said ha was of the same | 2Otice that it had been done, ‘The only notics 
opinion clearly, : ; he had got was the notiies of motion which 

Mr. Sharp wag proceeding to ‘heir Lot dships had just dismissed. 
qnestion of law, when The Chief Justice remarked that in addition 

The, Attorney-Gereral said 
not got tle ktated case. e had Mr. 
Slade’s case. however. It Gah atk sufficient 
to say that the care had been sent. They had 


speak on the 


{ , 
Has he> bad Thureday of next week for hearing the cases 


subject to any objection that might then be taken. 
The Court adjourned, 


EE TE 
THE WRECK OF THE 
“A DELHEID,” 


a --—~}- - -~- 

With regard to the wreck of theg.s Ade herd, 
the captain, being interviewed on bhalf of 
the Singagore Free Press, reports as follows :— 
The 8.8. Adelheid is a new ste:mer, 900 tons 
nett register. She arrived in Labuan frm 
Manila on the 22nd ult., took bunkers and sailed 
the following afternoon in ballast for Bangkok. 
for the sake of argument that the notica had | On leaving Labuan the weather was fine, but 
been given as required, he took objection on | We met very strong currents. On Thursday, 
the question of form.. Only a motion to re- | 24th ult., at 1.40 p m. struck 8. E. point of the 
hear was before {he Court, and so his learned . westernmost reef of the 8. Luconia shoal. As 
friend had no right to be there at all, for there | sie was going full speed she ran right up on 
could not be a “te-hearing “on a question of ; {he reef. There was deep water all round. 
law. He asked their Lordship: to dismiss the | This reef is some 160 miles W. of Labuan 
motions on the ground that they were not | and some 80 miles from Baram Point. “We 
properly before the Court. | tried steaming .full speed astern, hauling 

The Chief Justice said it appeared to him ; on our anchors, but to no avail. The 
that there had been some singuldr misconcep- | pumps were started at once but the water 
tion on the partiof the aprellayts as to the | rose in spite of all efforts and the weather got 
mode in which these appeals shonld|be conducted. | worse, a heavy rquall beginning to blow. -I 
The matter was] clearly laid down in the | made up my mind to send off the chief officer 
Magistrates’ Ordinanc>. With yegard to the und eight men in ore of the life-boats. They 
appeal on fact the motion paper should have been | left me on Friday, the 25th, at 7 a.m., and 
worded that the ‘Court would ba moved to re- | arrived in Labuan on Sunday, the 27th, at 
hear and it should have gone on toset forth }6 am. I tried again to get the steamer 
the grounds why the rehearing was asked. | off the reef, but was unable to do so. The 
With regard to an appeal on the ground that | water was rising in the after hold and 
the Magistrate's: decision was lrioheais in | epgine-room also but by hard ‘pumping we 
point cf law, such an appeal ¢ould only be | managed to keep afloat. The sea began to rise 
raised by a casé stated and signed by the | and there were ugly breakers. Bit by bit the 
Magistrate. Asto the stated case {he Magistrate | vessel swung round and then by going full 
found a certain set of facts and silted what were | speed ahead I managed to get her cff. I at 
the grounds of ‘his decision, and the party 
obtained that case By going to the Magistrate 
and asking him to state a case. e did so and 
then you had got your material for appeal 
in point of law and what you had got to do 
waz this: in 14 days frcm the delivery of that case 
you had to transmit the case to|the Registrar 
and before doing'that you must give notice in 
writing of the appeal to the other|side and send 
with it a copy of the case so stated. When 
you :ent the ‘ase stated by the Magistrate 
it give the other |side notice of what you were 
do.ng, but you might, after raising the case, 
abandon it and therefore you must give notice 
to the other side, which showed that you were 
going to presecute the appeal, vis. notice of the 
day appointed for the argument of the case. 
When transmitted to the Registrar, it was 
to te set down for argument and was to 
te heard by the Full Court provided that the 
parties setting it.down gave four days’ clear 
notice of the day fixed by the Court for hear- 
ing. He had not any affidavits to enable him 


not got it. 

Mr. Sharp explained that the, case bad been 
sent to the other side; if it had not been received 
be would have tojask for an adjournment. 

The Attorney-General added that what Mr. 
Sharp had to do was to show that the case had 
been filed and that it had been set down at his 
request and notice given to them. They had 
not got that notice. 

Mr. Slade having addressed the Conrt, 

The Attorney-General stated that, assuming 


i ge, 


once investigated affairs, there was water in 
both holds—the :fler one was half full, tbe 
epgine-room had wa‘er jn it but not enough 
to prevent the engines lbeliie worked. The 
best thing to do, as it appeared to me, was fo 
try and-make Baram Point.’ We had steamed 
some 40 miles, whcn I diecovercd that the after- 
ho'd was full of water. |The engines flondéd 
and ceased to work, ‘The st-amer had a bad 


list to port. We got out the starboard life- 


took on board all remaining bands. It was 
about 9 p.m. on Friday, the 25th, when we left 
the <Adelheid We stood by for about two 
hours and a half. The steamer then was on 


boat was myself and tennjen. We experienced 
a heavy sea and rqualle} but at last arrived 


i 
a 


harm to the rice-fields. 


« 


between Kiangyin and Chinkiang, doing great 


to the conclusion that the motions were bad. : 


{o dismissing the moticns the Court would fix, 


boat, made what arrangements we could, and . 


end and the afterdeck was awash. In the life- 


safely in Labuan on Sunday, 27th ult., at noon. 


Immense swarms of Idcusts. have appeared ~ a 
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August 25; 1902.] 
WATER RETURN. 


LEVEL AND STORAGE oF WATER IN RESER- 
VOIRS ON THE Ist Atauat. 
LEVEL. 


1901. 1902. 


Below overflow. A boveuverflow. 


Tytam ...........°6 ft. 44 in. 0 ft. 24 in. 

Pokfulam ....... 15 ft: 0 in. Oft. 1 in. 

Wongnaicheong 45 ft. 0 in. 2 ft. © in. 
STORAGE GALLONS. 


1901. 1902.: 
Tytam ............ 145,260,000 384,800,000 . 
Pokfulam..... ... 000,006 66,000,000 
Wongnaicheong coo 23,260,000 
Total ..... 179,261,000 484,060,000 


CONSUMPTION OF WATER IN THE UITY OF 
VicTtoRIA aND Hiui District nurina 
THE MONTH oF JULY. 

1901. 1902. 


Consumption =: 128,131 0H) 122,179,000 gallons 
” Estimated ropu- 
lation ......... 213,0 214.700 
Consumption per 2 . 
head per day 19.4 18.3 gallons 


CONSUMPTION OF WATER IN KuWLOON PEN- 
INSULA DUBING THE MonNTH OF JULY. 


; 1901. 1902. 
Consumption ... 13,295.00 16.708,G00 gallons 
Estimated popu- 

lation ......... 37.000 97,600 
Consumption per 
head per day $1.6 “4 gallons 


The Government Analyst reports that the 
water is of excellent quality. : 
W. CHatTHaM, 
Water Authority. 


- HONGKONG. — 


Several hundred natives have been rendered 
destitute a:.d homeless by the burning of their 
huts on Cheung Chau Island on the 17th inst. 

It is notified in the Gazette that Mr. R. T. 
Wright has been appointed a member of the 
Church Body vice Mr. Slude resigned, and 
that Mr. Wright las also been appointed Hon. 
‘Treasurer of the Church Body. 

The Gazette notities that information having 
been received that Macao is now free from 
plague, H. E. the Officer Administering the 
Governmeut in Conncil lias been pleased to 
resc:nd the proclamation, dated 2lst April last, 
declaring Macao to be a placo at which an 
inft clious cr conlagious disease prevails. 

The return of stamp revenue for tha months 
of July, 19U1 and 1902, sbows a decrease on the 
latter month's figures of $679.04. The prin- 
cipal gains were:—Bankuote duty, $1,580.13: 
bill of exchange and promissory note, $840.80; 
and adhesive stamps, $837.45. Conveyance or 
assignment showed the large decline of $2,562, 


while transfer of shares decreased by $-93,90, - 


We regret to record tle death on the 16th 
inst.cf Mr. Ronald Maitland Hutton Potts, the 
youngest member of the family so well known 
out here. He died in the Peak Hospital. Mr. 
Ronald Potts, when he left England, joined the 
Constabulary in South Africa and, we believe, 
won a. medal iu one of the native wars there. 
Leaving Africa before the Boer War just 
terminated was even anticipated, Mr. Potts has 
beeu a familiar and popular figure in the Colony 
for some time past. Numerous friends accom- 
panied bis fun ral down to the Happy Valley 
on the 16th inst. 

Ar, Charles Cameron (2x), third engineer af 
the sleamer Sungkiung (Messrs. Butterfield & 
twire), died in- the Government Civil Hospital 
‘from cholera at one o'clock on ‘Tuesday morning, 
and was buried in Happy Valley yeslerday 
morning. The deceased was unwell when the 
Sungkiaug arrived from Cebu, and on Sundyy 
was removed to the Gorernment Civil Hospital, 
where cholera developed. He lost conscious. 
ness on that day, and remained insensible till 
he died. The unfortunate young man had 
numerous friends in the Colony. and the news 
of his sudden end untimely death will prove a 
sad shock {o them. Mr. W. Ramauy, ruperin- 
tendent engineer to Messrs. Butterfield & 
Swire, reprisented the cumy any at the funeral, 
and Mr. S. Farrell. chief engineer of the 
Sungkiang, the ship. Mr. Cameron was a 
native of Blairgowrie, in Scotland. The 
Sungkiang went into quarantine. 


jp 
a 


| 


‘ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. - 


The Hongkong A.D.C. proposes to give this 
| autumn representations of Liberty Hall and 
His Excellency the Governor. | 

It is notified in the Gazette that Mr. C. McI. 
' Messer, cadot, passed his final examination in 
| Chirese on the Ist August. | 
The water polo match «n Thursday afternoon 


; at the V. R. ©. between “A! and “B" teams 


resulted in a win for the former by 6 goals 
to 0. 


| 
| 
| 
| A corporal in the Royal Enginsers who had 


° 


died of malarial fever after jtwo days’ illness, 
was buried on the 2lst inst.jat Happy Valley 
with military: honours. a 

The visitors to the City Hall Library and 
Museum last week were 161, non-Chinese and 
40 Chinese to the former. and 51 non-Chinese 
and 1,452 Chinese to the latter institution. 
| The Zafira, lo king freshiand trim after her 
| recent accident, was towed out of dock on 
Thursday afternoon, and is now ready 40 take 
her place in Che run between; here and Manila. 

H. E. the Governor Sir Ilenry A Blake, 
G.C.M.G., and party did not. as had been 
expected, return to the Colony by the C. P. RB.” 
steamship Empress of India on the ]9th inst 
His Excellency is now expected {o arrive about 


the ‘th prox.. which it seems was the originally + 


intended date. ; 

Mr. Arthur Manners had a narrow escape 
on the 18th inst. at nbout 2.30. He was going 
across to Kowloon by the! launch when he 
accidentally fell overboard,; and in doing so 
struck lis head against the side of the boat 
The blow stunned Mr. pe noere, and Mr. *. BR, 
John, recing his conditicn,! jumped overboard 
and saved the drowning man. 

On tho 16th inst.,on the application of Mr. E- 
H. Sharp, K.C., the Chief Justice (His Honour 
W. Meigh Goodman) approved and admitted 
Mr. Francis Paget Hett! an attorney and 
proctor of the Supreme Court of Hongkong 
Mr. Hett. who is a Solicitor of the S: preme 
Court of Judicature in England, was formerly 
with Messrs. Collyer, Bristow and Co., of 
Bedford Row, London, as conveyancing clerk, 
and latterly with Messrs. Grover, Humphreys 
and Son, cf No. 4, King's Bénch Walk, Temple, 
London, as manager, Mr. Hett has recently 
come to this Colony to the firm of Messrs. 
Mouusey and Brutton, solicitors. 

We understand -tbhat on the recommendation 
of H.E. the Officer Administering the Govern- 
ment, Police Constable 23, Counsell, is to be 
awarded tha BeHlius Medal for saving life in 
the barbour during the typhoon on the 1th 
ult. Tbe circumstances were reported by us at 
the time, and ate as follows:—Atl am.on 
the day mentioned a junk in Yaumati bay was 
seen to be in distress. No menus were at hand 
to rescuu the unfortunate ‘eccupants, five in 


them was gone when (foustable Counsell, 
carrying a lifeline, entered the water, and, 
swimming as near as possible to the junk, 
threw the line aboard.: By this means 
the lives of the five people were saved. 
It was extremely dark ati the time. and the 
heavy sea and wreckage tdssing about on the 
waves made Constable Counsell’x task an 
exceedingly dangerous one. The immersion 
brought on an attack of eremp, and Counsell 
bad to go to hospital. He is the man who 
recently dived into tha water after three thieves 
who were escaping in their sampan and who 
finally took to the water; one of them, it may, 
be remembered, he captured after a struggle. 


is not fo pass unrewarded. ; 


“MISCELLANEOUS. 


L' Echo de Chine says that three huodred and 
thirty thousand obligations bave been subscribed 
to the French Indo-China loan. 

It is stated that Mr. Rivett-Carnac, Financial 
Advis‘r and Comptroller General to the 
Siamese Government, will shortly proceed 
home owing to bad health, — 

The following appointment has been made al 
the Admirally :—Con:mander—F. L. Field, to 
the Albion, to date August 5; the appointment 
of O. De B. Brock is cancelled. 

At Chitanfu, the capifal of Shantung, 
cholera ef a very virulent type is at present 
prevalent, and the number’ of those who have 
already succitm bed to the epidemic is alarmingly 
large. 


number, and it seemed ‘that all bopo for | 


We are glad that Constable Counsell's bravery | Coronation, and 


i 
{ 
i 
i 


i speedily sverted. 
th 
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The laws of British} North Borneo have bee 
so amended that in cases where rebels agains 
the Government of the Territory have been 
convicted of murder, the sentence shall direct 
that the convicted person shall be shot {till 
he is dead. 

The Osaka Asch: pub ishes a Peking telegram 
to the effect that the Russian authorities have 
been in communication with Prin-e Tuan and 
sent arms tohim. The Viceroy of Shensi and 
Kiangsn is stated to have asked for instructions 
of the Peking Government as to the measures 
to be taken. 

The Nagasaki Press learns that when the 
expansion of the Japanese army is completed 
its peace strength will be 156,000 men, which 
can be increased in time of war to 509,000. 
Several critics have already pointed out how 
much weaker numetically is this army than 
those of Furopean powers. 


A report was current in Seoul, apparently 
well-founded, that the Seoul Electric Railway, 
previously in American hands, was to pass 
definitely into Japanese control on the 15th 
inst. The stock is largely held hy Japanese, but 
the Company has hitherto been ostensibly an - 
American concern. 


The commanders of four ships of the German 
East Asiatic cruiser squadron wiil be relieved 
next antumn, namely Commanders J'nschen 
from the Hansa, vor Semmern from the Thetis, 
Jacobson from the Schwalbe, and Sthamer from 
the I/tix, Capt. von Sermmeru has been appcint- 
ed commander of tha Hansa, whilst Captains 
Dick, Wilbranidt, and Count von Platen zn Hal- 
lermund have been appointed commanders of 
the Thetis, Schwalbe, and LIltis respectively. . 
Capt. Jacobson will assume command of the 
coast artillery forces in Kiaochau, whilst C apts. 
Paschen and Sthamer are at the disposition of 
the admiral in command of the Baltic naval . 
station. 

A Chéngtu dispatch to the Shanghai man- 
darins states that it is freely reported in that 
vity that Li Lai-chang, the Priecipal Chief of 
the Boxers of Shensi anl Second Chief under 
ex-Prince Tuan (who was the“ Great Principal 
Chief of the Boxers. of the whole Empire’) has 


-arrived at the Szechuen-Shensi borders having, 


it is stated, lain in hiding in Han-chungfu, 
Shensi, since April, 1901, after accompanying 
Prince Tuan to Ninghsia, Kansu. It is also 
reported that Li Lai-chung was sent back from 
Ninghsia by Prince Tuan * to wait for some- 
thing. to turn up} and try to rekindle the 
Boxer enthusiasm, whenever possible. The 
recent disturbances! in Szechuen it would seem 
have again brought out the notorious and blood- 
thirsty Boxer Li Lai-chung, who is credited 
with baring slain 80! men, women, and children 
with his own hands in Peking and Shantien 
refecture alone in! 1900, and have encouraged _ 
hin to creep out from his hiding place once 
more, It is farther telegraphed from Chengtu 
that * the mere news of this inan’s reappearance 
has wrought the excitement of the professors of 
Boxerism in Szechuen to the highest pitch.”— 
N.-C. Daily News. . 

The attitwde of. the Press of Japan over 
King Edward's Coronation is thus described by 
the Tokyo correspondent of the N.-C Daily 
News, writing on the 9th inst.:—All the Japan- 
ese journals fill their pages with pictures of 
Kiog Edward and Queen Alexandra, and with 
congratulatory odes, whilo the leading articles 
are full of the warmest tone of rejoicing at the 
ay that Heaven irae 

" ugland, since a threate:.ed calamity is 
emer The native papers declare 
at tue development of Great Brituin’s great- 
ness commenced in| the reign of Hlizabeth, and 
reached its first climateric in the reign of Queen 
Victoria, and will assuredly reach still higher 
under King Edward's sway, as already his short 
re'gn is marked by three great historical events ; 
firstly, the unification of the British Empire, 
covering a quarter of the habitable globe: 
secondly, the restoration of peace in South 
Africa;and thirdly, the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, 
which they ull; ray may expand and endure. Tho ° 
Native Press considers the postponement of the 
Coronation fortunate in one seuse, tince delay 
dispelled apprehensions concerning the efficacy 
of the South African arrangement, and they 
-believe King Edward's reign will be memorable 
in history for peaceful triumphs, whereof an 
earnest has already} been afforded. 
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The French Acting Minister at Peking, 
ascording toa telegram toa Japanese paper. 
has declared that Fracce will oppose the Peking. 
Shanhaikwan railway if the Peking-Paoting 
railway is not made over to the Lu-Han 
syndicate. 

The Japanese Government is in receipt of an 
official despatch from its Minister at Washing- 
ton to the effect that the Crown Prince of 
Siam, now inthe United States, will leave San 
Francisco for Yokohama early in November 
next. He is to spend som3 time in Japan, on 
his way home. 

The Chengtu correspondent of the N.-C. 
Daily News wrote on the 23rd ult. :—There are 
two small gunboats at Kialu. about 120 miles 
south of us, but the officals of this city tried to 
dissuade a missionary of thi. city from attempt- 
ing to go down to Kiatiug as the river was not 
safe, However the missionary secured a guard 
and started out, and will probably get there all 
right. , ‘ 

‘he City of Manila has brought a suit 
against Mr. Walter Morley, Acting Manager 
of Messre A. S. Watson and Co, Ld, 
alleging that he has. illegally occupied land 
belonging to the city, thereby causing a loss to 
the commonw.alth of {wo thousand dollars, 
American cfrrency. The city sues for this 
amount in damages and also requests that his 
tenants be ejected from the property'in question, 

The appointment of a Japanese trade com- 
missioner at Dalny is a project which the 
Nagasaki Chamber of Commerce first brougtt 
to the notica of the Tokyo Government. 
Similar memorials were sent in by the Chambers 
at Kobe and Hakodate. The matter will 
probably ba submitted by the Government to 
the next session of the Diet, and it is anticipat- 
ed that the proposal will be approved without 
any difficulty. The sum required annually for 
the purpose is estimated at 20,000 Yen. 

The Strats. Times understands that-- state- 
menu's to ihe contrary notwithstanding—the 
Sultan of Brunei bas refused to sell his country 

to Sarawak, and is determined not {o sacrifice 
* it unless compelled {o do ao by force. He 
complains bitterly of the attitude assumed 
towards him by the British Consul, who is also 
acting-as agent for the Sarawak Government 
in the proposed absorption of bis dominions. 
Furthermore, our contemporary learns that the 
Sultan intends to appeal direct to King !dward 
for tl® protection of his State, the integrity of 
which, he contend:, was agsured to him by 
Britain under the (erms of the treaty now 
existing between Brunei as a feudatory State 
and the suzerain Empire. 

According to a Peking telegram pub'ished 
by the Osaka Mainichi, a traveller who returned 
to Peking on the l' th inst. from the Amur 
district states that officers belonging to the 
Russian forces were endeavouring to obtain 
permission to construct railways in Mongolia. 
The Russians had established four schools at 
Harbin and were constructing a new road to 
Changchakao, near Peking. ‘I'he same corres- 
pondent says that Russia has agreed: to with- 
draw her troops from Newchwang with the 
first period stipulated for the evacuation of 
Manchuria, and the troops, 20,000 in all, 
stationed iu the district south-west of the River 
Liao before the end of next month. The truops 
under General Mah Yu K'un wore expected to 
proceed to these districts on the 23rd inst. to 
take the place of the Russian troops. 

On' Sunday night, J0th inst, Kube was 
visited by a storm which had all the character- 
istics of atyphoon. During the day the wind 
blew in heavy gusts from the north-east, aud 
at night the force increased; then came a lull 
and a shifling of the wind to the south, after 
which it moved round to the west. ‘The centre 
of the storm passed across the north of Kyushu, 
and at 10 p.m. on Sunday: entered the Inland 
Sea, at which time the wind was most violent. 
The area of low pressure crossed the Chuguku 
from south to north, and passed into the Japan 
Sea ata high speed, causing a heavy gale and 
a tremendous rainfall in the district over which 
it passed. It was the heaviest s(orm recorded 
this year, and iu the harbour the typhoon, as far 
as it effected Kobe, resulfed in at least one 
serious mishap. At about 8 o'clock on Sunduy 
evening the North German Lloyd Juunch Lloyd 
was blown on fo the sea-wall beyond the Kawa- 
saki dockyard. Among the shipping generally 
not much damage was done. 
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COMMERCIAL. 


. TEA. 
EXPORT! OF TEA FROM CHINA TO 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA. 


1901-62 1900-01 
Shanghai ............ ee. _ + 
Amoy and Formosa..f... 6,863,721 3,925,873 
Foochow .............c..c0eee _ _ 


6,863,721 3,925,873 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
KINGDOM AND CONTINENT. 


1901-2 1900-1 
Ths. lbs, 
Shanghai .................06. _ _ 
Amoy and Formosa...... 328,103 211,491 
Foochow ..............0.2.... — — 
Canton... acxieciaicc ee nneece — — 
325,193 211,491 
CAMPHOR. 


Honakone, 22nd August.— No srrivals. 


— sugak 


Honakona, 22nd August.—The pusition of the 
market is the same as when last reported :— . 


Shekloong, No. 1, White...... $&.15 to $8.2) pel. 
do. » - 2, White...... 6.70 to 6.75 ,, 
Shekloony, No. 1, Brown ... 6.10 to 6.15 ,, 
do. » ° 2, Brown 5.9 to 4.95, 
Swatow, No. 1, White 8.05 to 4.10 ,, 
Swatow, No. 1, White...... 6.65 to 6.70 ,, 
do. » 1, Brown 5.80 to 585 ,, 
do. » 2, Brown ... 5:65 to 5.70 ,, 
Foochow Sugar Candy ......... 12.10 to 12.15 ,, 
Sheklaone - vecseeeee 970 ta TA, 
RICE.” 
Honexone, 22nd August.—Larse demands 


having come forward, the prices are consequently 
advancing :— 


Saigon, Ordinary .....ccecsecccscseeenseenes $3.15 to 3.29 
» Round, Good quality ......... 4.15 to 4.2y 
re LONG v.cccessecssceseceesseuerreess 4.25 to 4.30 
Siain, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 2°O toa 3.35 
» Garden, is No. Lf . roe to 3.80 
ts White... .ccccseee s sesscsscesserecsee “hHU ia 4.85 
“s Fine Cargo ..... . 4,50 to 4.75 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS. 

Honaxkona, 23rd August.—Amongst the sales 
reported during the week are the following:— 

YaRN AND Prece Goops.— Bombay Yarn: 150 
bales No. 6 at £83.50 to $94.50, 150 bales No. 8 at 
$91.56 to $97.50, 1,550 bales No. 10 at $93 to $101, 
1,000 bales No. 12 at $98 to $100.50, 4CO bales No. 
16 at $112 to $119.50, 1,200 bales No. 20 at $117 to 
$128. Gray Shirtings: 500 piculs 10 lha. Blue & 
men at $4.75, 1.00u picul: 10 lbs. Blue Moon Cock 
at 24.25, 500 pieces 10 lbs. Red 5 Men at $4.15, 
1,200 pieces 8 lbs. Snake Elephant at $3.70, 300 
pieces 10 lbs. Snake Elephant at $3.70. White Shirt- 
ings: 500 pieces double piece Blue Moon Cock at 
$8.40, 500 pieces 48 at $28.2} to arrive. Drills: 150 
pieces 156 lbs. Eagle at $6 60. 

Metat.— Wire Nails: 1,000 casks at $6.00 to 
arrive. 


per bale 
Bomnbay— Nos. 10 to 2Us.........886.00 to $129.00 
English—Nos. 16 to 24,..../....114.00 to 120.00 
» 622 to 24. 120.00 to 128.00 
-|, 28 to 82,....2....136.00 to 142.00 
» 88 to 42,.........155.00 to 170.00 
Corron Piece Goops— 
: . per piece. 
Grey Shirtings—6 Ibs. ......... 2.20 to 2.25 
7 Vbs. ......... 2.30 to 2.50 
8.4 lbs. ....... 3.10 to 3.735 
9tolOlhs. 3.80 to 5.00 
White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd. 2.55 to 2.90 
58 to60 ,, 3.20 to 3.40 
64 t0 66 ,, 4.50 to 5.30 
Fine......... 5.35 to 7.80 
Book-folds 4.50 to 7.00 
Victoria Lawns—12 yards..:... 0.75 tu 1.40 
T-Cloths—6lbs. (32 in.), Ord'y.1.85 to 2.10 
Tlbs.(32,,). 4, 215 to 245 
6lbs. (32 ,, ), Mexs.2.20 to 2.35 . 
7lbs.(32,, ),  ., 295 to 3.50 
8 to 8.4 0z., (36 in.) 3.15 to 3.75 
Drills, English—40yds., 13} to d 409 ta 6.90 
‘ 14 Ibs. 22.22... y 
Fancy Corrons— — 
Turkey Red aaa a Ne 1.63 to 5.50 
yo". 
Brocades—Dyed ......... Senet eka’ — to — 


DaMasKs— per yard 
Chint#es—Assorted | ............ 018 to. 0.20. 
Velvets —Black, 22 in. ..... we. 0.28 to 0.78 
Velveteens—18 in: .}............. 0.23 to 0.30 

per dozen 
Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk 0.30 to 38.00 

W OOLLEN8— per yard 

Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops.0.65 to 2.00 

German ...... 1.25.. to 3.00 

Habit, Med.,and Broad Cloths 1.25 to 3.00 
| per piece 

Long Ells—Scarlet,!7-10 Ibs. 6.50 to 8.60 

Assorted.}.........0... 6.69 to 8.65 

Camlets—Assorted.}............. 12.00 to 32,00 

Lastings—30 yds., 31 inches 

Be 30 yds. af inches (12.00 to 16.00 

Orleans—Plain ....)...cceceeeee 8.00 to 9.80 
per pair 

Blankets—8 to 12 Ibs. ......... 4.00 to 9.00 

METALS— per picul 

Iron—Nail Rod ....d.. eee 4.55 to — 
Square, FlatRoundBar(Eng. 4.50 to — 
Swedish Bar .....)............ 460 to — 
Small Round Rod|]............ 5.00 to — 
Hoop & to 11/2 ing 6.00 to — 
Wire, 16/25, .....00b cccseeeess, 9.25 to 
Old Wire Rope scl asadaeasessehOOs—to: ex 

Lead, I. B.& Co.and HoleChop 8.10 to — 
Australian ........ [ocisteesress 8.10 to — 

YellowM'tal—Muntz 14/20 02.41.00 to © — 

Vivian’s |14/200z.41.00 to = 
Elliot’s '14/200z.41.00 to — 
Composition Nails...,............ 61.00 to -— 
Japan Copper, Slabs. ...........89.00 to. — 
PEG eh cea Lame capiesesetvats Le cctnstene PB OO: “te: as 

\ box. per 

Tin-Plates ....cccceccceceeseeeees 860 to — 
per cwt. case . 

Steel } to & o.ceccccdicccsseeecnes 6.50 to — 

SunpRIES— oe per picul 
Quicksilver oo... seeceeseeee eee e es 180.00 to — 

per box. 

Window Glass .........0cceeee 5.75 to — 

per 10-gal. case 

Kerosene Oli......... 6 ceseeee ee 2.05 to — 


Sranaual, 15th August.—From Messrs. Alex. 
Bielfeld and Co.’s report.—Metals are, in conse- , 
quence of the agreemént mentioned in our last, in 
no demand, the transactions mentioned below be- 
ing to supply local immediate wants only. These 
are :— 200 casks Tron Wire 148, 8d. c.if.c.; 100 tons 
Steel Plate Cuttings 90s. c.i.f.c.; 100 cases Corru- 
gated Iron, Plain, 29] £15 4s. c.i.f.c. ; 65 tons Cob- 
ble Wire Tis. 2.15 per picul, spot. In Sundries 
also nothing but small transactions, to cover cur- 
rent business, are reported, as under.— 500 Boxes 
12 oz. Candles (ship| shop) Tis. 3.00 per box; 1(0 
cases Ultramarin Tls./8.00 per case ; 25 cases ea. £0 
mil. 1/10 Needles Tig. 89,50 per-case ; 15 cases ea. 
100 boxes Thick Cigarette Papers Ts. 54.0 per case; 
15 cases 200 doz. Towels 16/32 Tls. 0.54 per doz. ; 
5 cases 200 doz. Towels 15/29 Tls. 0.49 Tis. per doz. 
5 cases 100 doz. Toilet Soap Tis. 0.00. per doz. 

| 


CLOSING! QUOTATIONS. 
SaTuRDAY, 23rd August. 


EXCHANGE. 
On Lonvon.— 
Telegraphic Transfer sarapaudesmesds 1,875 
Bank Bills,on demand ............ 1/8¢ 


Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/8ts 


Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1 9} . 

Credits, at 4 months’ sight......... 1/9} 

Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight1/9} 
On PaRis.— 

Bank Bills, on demand ..:......... 2.183 

Credits, 4 months’ sight............ 2.224 
On Grrmany.—On demand.........../1.78 
On New Yorx.— 

Bank Bills, on'demand ............ 425 

Credits, 60 days’ bight .........06. 43 
ON BoMBAY.— — | 

Telegraphic Transfer ............ 1304 

Bank, on demand... eee 1304 
On CALCUTTA.— ; 

Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1304 

Bank, on demand ..................655 13804 
Un SHANGHAI— Bank, at sight...... 74 


Private, 30 days’ sight............... 745 


On YokoHAMA.—On demand .. ... 18¢p.c.pm 
On MANILA.—On demand... .. ......1¢p.c. pm 
On Sincarore.—On demand ....... } p.c. pm 
On Baravia.—On demand ...... .....1(4} 

On HarpHona.—Or demand _..... Ji p.c pr 
On Saicon.—On demand ..... ...... 1 p.c. pm 
On BANGKOK.—njdemand ............ 603 
SoveReiens, Bank's Buying Rate ...$11.44 
Gop Lear, 100 fine, per tael ...... $60.10 
BAR SILVER PeF 02... ccc. us bistoae 2455 


« 


. with sules, 


August 25, 1902.] 


VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 


For ANTWERP.— Benvorlich (str.), - 


For Lonpon.—Chusan (str.), Benvorlich 


Banca (str.), Jason (str.), Antenor (atr.), Dardanus 


(atr.). Diomed (str.). 


For Liverroon.—Pyrrhus (str.). 
For Marsgiutes.—Banca (str.), Polynesien 


(str.). 


Fur Genoa.—Benvorlich(str.). 
For Bremen.—Konig Albert (str.), O. Ferd 


Lueisz (str.). 


For Havre anp Hawpura.— Banberg (str.), 
C. Ferd Laeisz (str.), Freiburg (str.), Konigeberg 


(str.), Silvia (sfr.). 


For Victoria, B.C.—Iyo Marw (str.), Riojun 


Maru (str.). 


For VANcOUVER.—Enpress of India (str.), 


Tartar (atr.). 
For 


New Yorxk.—Glenroy (str.), Afton 


(str.), Indrani (str.), Seneca (str.), Lennoz (str.). 
For Portianp (Or.).—Jndrasamha (str.). 
For AUSTRALIAN Ports.--Kasuga Maru (str.), 


Guthrie (str.). 


For Sinaaporx, SOURABAYA AND SAMARANG.--- 


Theodor Wille (str.). 


SHARE REPORTS. 
Honekone, 28rd August.—The improved 


~ enquiry noticed in cur Jast has not been main- 


tained during the past-week, and quotations in 
some instances close lower with a further 


weakening tendency. 


Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghais 


have 


sold in fair quantities at $5924 and 8590, and 
closs in strong request at $585 ex the sellers 
dividend of 30/- per share for the !alf-year 
ending June 30tb, 1902, at ex 1/84-=S817.56. 
London has declined to £62 10"-, cum dividend. 

MARINE INSURANCES.—Unions have been 
done in small lots ai $3924 and more shares are 


buyers. 
sellers. 


- wanted. China Traders have improved to $58 
Y¥:ngtszes have declined to S1274 
Cantons are wanted at $160. 


Fire INsuBANCE3.—Hongkongs continue in 
request at $230 and Chinas at $81. 
Saipping.—Hopogkong, Canton and Macaos 
have again come into request and can be placed 


at the improved rate of $37, 


at $86 sellers, 


Indos are weaker 
Chiua Manilas and Douglases 
continue out of favcur at quotations. 
Transports are scmewhat better at £115 
Star Ferries unchanged. 


shell 


REFINERIES.— China Sugars after touching 
$107 have suddenly weakened, and are now 


obtainable at $102. 


Luzons neglected at 315. | 
MInIne.—Punjoms are reported sold during ! 


the we:k at 85 but sellers now rule the market at 


this figure. 


rate of 837. 


at S170, 


at SL 4. 


more shares are «wanted. 
Memos.— Hongkong 


30th instant, 


Hotel Co., 


Ld., 


dinary half-yearly meetitg on the 27th instant. 
Honekeng and Kowloon Wharf and Godown 
Cu, Ld., advertise an interim dividend of $2 
per share on account of 1902 payable on the 


Jelebus have chanyed hands, and 
tre io further request at Sl. 

D cks, WHARVES AND GoDUWNs.—Hong- 
kong & Whampoa Docks coutinued in geod 
Yeyuest durin the earlier part of the week, and 
tg'es up to $215 are reported. A suddeu weak- 
ening tendency | as since set in and shares are 
now offering af $210. Hongkong & Kowloon 
Wharves are weaker at $88 sellers. New Amoy 
Docks have sold and are wanted at the improved 


Lanps, Horets anp BuiLtyines.—Hong- 
‘keng Lands have sold and are still obtainable 
Kowloon Lands sre wanted at $30. 
West Points hava weakened to 850 sellers, 
Humphreys Estates have sold and are wanted 
Hongkong Hotels have improved 
th-ir position and are in demand at 8137. 
Cotron MiLtits—Ewos have declined 
Tis. 40. Laou Kung Mows hava advanced to 
Tis. 45. Hongkong Cuttens sold and are 
- further on offer at £174. 
MISCELLANEOUS. — Green Island Cements 
; have again been done at S20}. China Borneos 
* are offering at $20. A.S. Watsens have sold 
at $144. Fenwicks have d-clined to ¢47 sellers. 
Tramways have improved to S345 buyers. 
‘China Providents have been done at S10. 
Williams Powells.have been placed at S&} and 


to 


or- 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Com PANY, 


Banks— '* : 
Hongkong & S’hai... 


Natl. Bank of China 

A. Shares 

B. Shares ...... 

‘oun. Shares... 

Beil's Asbestos E. A.... 

Campbell, Moore & Co. 

China-Borneo Co., Ld. 

China Light & Power } | 
Co:;, Ld. 5) 

China Prov. L. & oe 


China Sugar ........... 
Cigar Companies— 
Alhambra Limited... 
Philippine Tobacco ) } 
Invest. Co., Ld. sj 
Cotton Mills— 
Ewo 


Laou Kung Mow ... 
Soychee 
Hongkong 
Dairy Farm oe, 
Fenwick & Co., Geo.... 
Green Island Cement.) 
H. & C. Bakery ......... 
Hongkong & C. Gas ...} 


Hongkony Electric 


H. H. L. Tramways 
Hk. Steam Water 
buat Co., Ld. ...... 
Hongkong Hotel ...... 
Hongkong Teepe teal 
H. & K. Wharf & G....! 
Hongkong Rope......... 
H. & W. Dock 
Insurance— 
Canton 
China Fire 
China Traders’ 
Hongkong Fire 
North China ......... 
Straits .......cccceeee | 
LOS. t (0), ree 
Yangtsze 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv.; 
Humphreys Estate...| 
Kowloon Land & B,! 
West Point Building| 
Luzon Sugar ............ 
Manila Invest. Co., Be 
Mining— 
Charbonnages 
JeleDu vce eee! 
Punjom ....... aewedaekt 
Do. Preference... 
Rivubs~..ccc. dete cncteees i 
New Amoy Dock ...... 
Oriente Hotel, Manila; 
Powell, Ld... 
Robinson Piano Co.,Ld. 
Steainship Coys.— 


China and Manila... 


Douglas Steamship 
H., Canton and M... 
Indo-China 8. N. ... 
Shell Transportand } 
Trading Co....... 


Star Ferry 


Tebrau Planting Ca....i 
United Abestos......... ; 


Watkins Ld. 20.0... 
Watsen & Cu., A. So. 


PAIn up. 


pikcents vindet oda ness 'T'1s. “LUO T's. 4y, buyers 


International ......... Ts. 
‘Ts. 
viplasaesdeea’e Ts. 500 |Tls. 150. 


Closing quotations are as follows :— . 


2, 


QUOTATIONS. 


= | € $585, buyers 
$125 1) Trdon, £62. 10. 
{eum div., 
$27, sellers 
‘$27, sellers 
$10, sellers 
$1, buyers 
$22, buyers 
$20, sellers 


$15, sellers 


31023, sellers 


3500, nominal. 
345, sellers 


$50 


100 |Tls, 35, sellers 
100 |Tls, 45. 


$100 |817], sellers 
$6 (812, buyers 
$25 |$47, sellers 
$10 |$20}, sales 
350 1840. 
£10 |$140, buyers 
$10 (813, sellers 
$5 1863, sellers 
$100 |$3-45, sellers 
$5 |Slu. 


$50 !$137, buyers 
$25 |$240, buyers 
$50 |$88, sellers 
$50 [$1 45. 

$50 13210, sellers 


320 i881, buyers 
S25 )$68, buyers 
$50 |sa30, buyers 
£25 (Tis. 187}, buyers 
$20 Inominal. 

$50 1$89C, buyers 
$60 |$127}, sellers 

i 


$170, sales&sellers 
$10 {$11} sales&buyers 
$30 |$B0, buyers 
$50 |$50, sellers 
$100 |$15. 
$50 [k20, sellers 

; 


$100 


Seats |Fes. 2d $550, 


$5 isi, buyers 
$10 |35, sellers 
$1 ,$1], sellers 
1X 97, sellers 
364!337, buyers 


$v )§45, sellers 
$10 $83, sellers 
$50 1355. 

$50 | $325, sellers 

$5 | jf nominal 

$50 1$48, sellers 
$15 heey buyers. 
£10 |$86 


| 


#1. lis. sales 
‘( $204, seller 


i( $11, sellers 
hominal 
884, sellers 


$10 ($155, buyers 
$5 kot, sellers 


$10 87, buyers 
$10 


VERNON & SMYTH | Brokers. 


Shanghai, 20th August, (from Messrs. J. P. 


Bis-et & Co.'s Report). 


$10 ie. sales & sellers | 


ber at 65 and for December at 67/66. Sugars.— 
China Sugar Refining shares are wanted at $106. 
Mining.—Chinese Engineering and Mining shares 
changed hands at Tls. 19.20 for bearer scrip and 


[91:0 for 
- |! for September. 


London scrip, cash, and 9.80/9.10 
Raubs have declined to $7. 


Docks, Wharves and Godéwns.—A large business 
has been done in 8. C. Farnham, Boyd & Co.’s 
shares at irregular, but droppiag rates. Cash 


| sales were made at Tis. 192} to 185, closing at 
: 187}, for August at 190/1874, for September at 
190, for October at 195, and for December at 


11974, 195 and 197}. 


Shanghai and Hongkew 


{ Wharf shares were placed at Ts. 202}/295. 
, Lands.—Shanghai Land Investment shares have 


changed hands at Tis. 116. 
Chee Cotton Mill shares were sold at Tls. 150. 
, The Shanghai Pulp and Paper Co. paid an in- 
| tetim dividend of Tls. 5 on the 15th. Shares 


Industrial.—Soy 


ae offering. Tugs and Cargo Boats.—There is 
no change to report. Mircellaneous.—Business 
was done in: —Shanghai Sumatra Tobacco shares 

at Tls. 45; Shanghai Langkat Tobacco shares at 


- | Tls. 260/265 and 260 cash, 267}/270 for September 


and 275 for December; ‘Hall and Hotz shares 
at 840; Central Stores shares at $22; Shanghai 
Mercury shares at Tls. 60; Shanghai Mutual 
Telephone shares at Tls. 60; Hotel des Colonies 
1 shares at Tis. 19/19}; and China Import and 
| Export Lumber shares, with Tle. 40 paid up, 


at Tis. 424. 
tures were sold, 6 per cent. at T's. 104, 5} per — 


Loans.—Shanghai Municipal Deben- 


| eent. at Tls. 97, and 5 per cent. at Ts. 95. 


i 


SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
MAIL. 
August — ARRIVALS, 


Sit} sales&sellers 


A fair arnount of business 


has been done in Indo-China and Dock shires, 
but little attention was giveni to other shares. 
Banks.— Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration shares have changed! hands locally at 
$610 cum dividend. Marine Insurance.—China 


Tra?ers’ shares: were placed at $57 locally. 


Fire 


Insurance.— There is no changeito report locally. 
Shipping.—Indo-China S. N. ghares have been 
the medium of business at slowly improving rates. 
Cash sales werd-made at Tls. 624 to 65, closing at 
GAk, for August delivery at Ts. 644 65, for Octo- 


F 


16, Bjor:, Norwegian str., from Iloilo. 

16, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong, 
16, Changsha, British str.. from Australia. 
16, Chiyuen, Chiuese'str., from Shanghai. 

16, Doric, British stri, from Sao Francisco. 
16, Fausang, British str., from Swatow.. 

16, Maidzuru Maru, Jap. str., from Anping. 
16, Miike Marn, Jap. str., from Yokohama. 
16, Quang-nam, French str., from Saigon. - 
16, Rivjun Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
16, Rosetta Maru, Japanese str., from Manila. 
16, Skuld, Norw str., from Bangkek. 

16, Theodor Wille, Ger. str., from Samarang. 
16, Uganda, British tirspt., from Rangoon, 
17, Haitan, British str., from Coast Ports. 
17, Kweilin, British str., from Chefoo. 

17, Kowloou, German str., from Shanghai. 
17, P. C.C. Klao, German str., from Bakngok. 
17, Progress, Garman str., from Touron. 

17, Pronto, German str., from Newchwang. 
17, Suugkiang, British str., from Cebu. 

17, Thales, Brilish str , from Taiwanfoo. 

18, Asama, British str., from Amoy. 

18, Bayern, Germap str., from Yokohama, 
18, Crown of Arragon, Bdit. str., from F' chow. 
18, Hue, French str., from Haiphong. 

18, Quarta, Gorman atr,, from Rangkok. 

18, Tordenskjold, Norw. str., from Bangkok. 
18, Yuunan, British str., from Newchwang. . 
18, Brunhilde, German str., from Samarang. 
19, Empress cf India Brit.str., from V conver. 
19, Kwanglee, Chingse str., from Shanghai. 
19; Loongmoon, German str , from Shanghai. 
J9, Prinzess Irene, German str., from Bremen. 
19, Pyrrhus, British str, from Liverpool. 

19, Rubi, British stz., from Manila. 

19, Taicheong, German str., from Amoy. 

19, Tritos, German str., from Samarang. 

19, Tsurugisan Marn, Jap. str., from Moji. 
19, |} lsa, German atr., from Hongay. 

19, Tsinan, British str., from Japan. 

20, Bengloe, British str., from Shanghai. 
20, Benvenue, British str , from London. 

2), Blenh<cim, British cr.. from Weihaiwei. 
20, Candia, British str., from London. 

29, Chihli, British str., from Chefoo. 

20, Chowtai, German etr., from Kohsichang. 
2), Fausang. British str., from Canton. 

20, Hermann Menzell, Ger. str., from Swatow. 
20, Kintuck, British str., from Singapore. 
20, Lisa, Swedish str., from Moji. 

20, Lowther Castle, [British str., from Manila. 
20, Luzon, Americai barque, from Castle, 
20, Nippon, Austrian str., from Trieste. 

90, Taisang, British str,, from Canton. 

20, Telemachus, British str., from Shanghai. 
20, Benlarig. British str., from Moji. . 

21, Canton, British str., from Shanghoi. , 

2), Daigi Maru, Japanese str., from Tafasui. 
21, Nanchang, British str., from Tientsin. 
21, Nippon Marn, J: AD. str., from 8. Francisco. 


\ 


[ 


158 


21, Seneca, British str., from Yokohama. H 
21, Sherard Osborn, British str., from Amoy. | 
21, Thales, British str., from Swatow. 
21, Kowloon, German str., from Canton. 
21, Tamba Marn, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
92,.Apeurade, German str., from Haiphong. 
22, Freiburg, German str., from Hamburg. 
29, Mercedes, British str., from Wellington. 
99, Michael Jebsen, Gir. str., from Pakhoi. 
22, Onsang, British str., from Java. 
29, Sentis, Norw. str., from Bangkok. 
29, Wingsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
23, Anping Maru, Jap. str., from Coast Ports. 
93, Arethusa, British cruiser, from Shanghai. 
93, Buffalo, Amexican trspt., from Shanghai. 
98, Devawongse, German str., from Bangkok. 
93, Kwangping, British str , from Haiphong. 
23, Kwanglee, Chinese str., from Canton. 
23, Kweilin, British str., from Canton. 
93, Keelung Marn, Jap. str.. from Shanghai. 
93, Polynesien. French str., from Shanghai. 
94, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports. 
24, Hyades, American str.. from ‘Tacoma. 
August— DEPARTURES. 
16, Ballaarat, British str., for Europe. 
16, Chinkiang, British str.. for Amoy. 
16, Gleaturret, British str., for London. 
16, Heathcraig, British str., for Swatow. 
16, Hopsang, British str., for Karatzu. 
16, Kagoshima Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 
16, Loyal, German str., for Bangkok. 
16, Lyeemoon, Germun str., for Shang hai 
16, Parramatta, British str., for Shanghai. 
16, Phranang, German str., for Bangkok. 
16, Prometheus, British str., for Shanghai. 
16, Thea, German str., for Canton. 
17, Antigo, German a(r, for Swatow. 
17, Australian, British str, for Australia. 
17, Bamberg, German str., for Kobe. 
17, Daiji. Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
17, Hailoong, British str., for Swatow. 
17, Heihao, French str., for Hoihow. 
17, Suisang, British str., for Hongay. 
17, Taishan, British str., for Singapore. 
17, Wham por, British str., for Shanghai. 
17, Uganda, British transport, for Taku. 
18, Anping, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
18, Kowloon, German str., for Canton 
18, Kweilin, British str., for Canton. 
18, Miike Maru, Japanese str., for Bombay. 
18, Pronto, German str., for Canton. 
18, Rinaldo, British sloop, for a cruise. 
18, Thales, British str., for Swatow., 
18, Yunnan, British str, for Canton. 
19, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Hoibow. 
19, Changchow, British str.. for Amoy. | 
19, China, Austrian str., for Trieste. 
19, Comet, British bark, for New York. 
19, Deuteros, German str , for Swatow, 
19, Emma Luyken, German str., for Siwatow. 
19, Eros, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. 
19, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Canton. 
19; Rosetta Maru, Japanese str., for Manila. 
19 Tsintau, German str., for Bangkok. 
19, Yuensang, British sir., for Manila. 
19, Zvir, Austrian str., for Moji. 
- 90, Asama, Britirh str., for New York. 
2’, Bayern, German str., for Europe. 
90, Binh Thuan, French str., for Saigou. 
29, Gloucester City, British str., for Tigal. 
* 90, Haitan, British sir., for Coast Ports. 
20, Indrapura, British str., for Portland. 
20, Loengmoon, German str., for Canton. 
20, Maidzura Maru, Jap. :tr., for Swatow. 
20, Nanshan, British str., for Hoihow. 
20, Prinzess Irene, Ger. str., for Shanghai. 
20, Pyrrhus, British str., for Shanghai. 
93, Quangnan.. French str., for Saigon. 
20, Tingsang, British str.. for Shanghai. 
21, Bengloe, British str., for London. 
91, Chihli, British str., for Canton. 
21, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Swatow. 
21, Diamante, British str., for Manila. 
21, Elsa, German str., for Canton. 
21, Hue, French str., for Kwangchauwan. 
21, Laisang, Briti-h str., for Calcutta. 
21, Progress, German str., for Touron. 
21, Taichecng, German str., for Swatow. 
91, Taisaug, Britixh str., for Shanghai. 
21, Woosung,- British str, for Shanghai. 
92, Benvenue British str., for Nagasaki. 
22, Candia, British str., for Yokobama. 
92, Canton, British str., for London. 
22, Doric, British str., for San Francisco. 
92, I. de Ja Rama, Amr. str.. for Loilo. 
92, Kachidate Maru, Jap. str., for Karatzu. 
92, Kintuck, British str., for Tacoma. 
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92, Telomachus, British str , for London. 4 
22, Taurugisan Maru, Jap. atr., for Y"hama. 
22, Yunnan, British str.. for Kobe, 

23, Chowfa, German str., for Bangkok. 
23, Fansang, British str., for Swatow. 

23, Hermann Menzell, German str., for Lloilo. 
23, Kowloon, German str., for Shanghai. 
23. Peluse, British str , for Pakhoi. 

23, P. C. C. Klao, German str., for Hoihow. 
23, Sherard Osborn Brit. str., for Singapore. 
23, Tacoma, British str., for Tacoma. 

23, Tordenskjold, Norw. str., for Bangkok. 
23, Tsinan, British str., for Australia. 

23, Yiksang, British str., for Hongay. : 
24, Daigi Maru, Jap, str., for Swatow. 

24, Loongmoon, German str., for Shanghai. 


PASSENGERS LIST. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Parramatta, for Hongkong, from London, 
Messrs. Sorensen aud Christiensien; from Mar- 
seilles, Mr. Murphy; from Singapore. Capt. 
Blair and Mr. Dolloff: for Shanghai. from 
London, Mrs. and Miss Bourne. Miss Butler 
and Mr. €mith; from Colombo, Messrs. Barkley 


Per Ballanrat, from £ hang hai, for Hongkong, 
Messrs. Wellmann and Hewetts; for London, 
Mrs. J. H. Brown aud Mr. Rathwell. 

Per Diamante, from Manila, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brayce, H. Jones, Capt. Johnson, Messrs. R. 
Salt, G. Parker, B. C. Borne, C. McGee, T. B. 
Gregg, H. Phillippi, Toemayne, J. Gustafaran, 
F. ‘leson, R. Martman, J. Walton, P. C. Miller, 
W. Lioyd, A. Valennis, D. A. McDonnell, P. 
Crowne, Denby, Sterling, P. G Welling C.S8. 
Lefton, C. Jackson, W. Ludd, Coupe, P. Jacobs, 
G. Johns and T. Teaker. : 

Per Rigjun Maru, from Shanghai, Messrs. 7. 
F, Jesuse, C. M. Oleary, and Morse. 

Per Chiyuen, form Shanghai, Mr. Richardson, 
Mrs. and the Misses’ King. 

Per Changsha, frem Australia, Lieut. Hop 
Rensoi & Mr. Sullwan. ; 

Per Haitan, from Coast Ports, Mrs. T. 
Nickolls, Miss and Master Sullivan, Masters W. 
T. and A. N. Jenkins. 

Per Doric, from Yokohama, Surgeon W. R. 
Martio, R.N; from Manila, Capt. ad Mrs. 
Pope and infant Misses Abercrou. bi. a! Alli- 
sov, Messrs. E. Jahns, Hopkins and Dalzu.1. 

Per Baycrn, from Yokohama, &c., Mrs. 

Forrest, Mr. and Mrs. Schellhaas Dr.and Mrs. 
W. J. Webh Anderson, Miss Wilsun. Rev. 
Edgar Dewstve and Mr. A. W. Hill. 
_ Per Rosetta Maru, from Manila, Mr. sud Mes. 
Morcino and two sons, Mr., Mrs. and Master 
Weir, Messrs. W. A. Debrunuer, A. J. Chystad, 
L. L. Day, W. E. Day, McKenna, KR. HU. Vor. 
feld. Colwell, W. T’. Barretto, Frank R. Lee, 
Pedro de la Croz, R. S. Dunn, Fukushima, 
Yanegaya and Masters R. aud E. Lopez. : 

Per Kwanglee, from Shanghai, Mr. Destalan. 

Per Rubi, from Manila, Messrs. T. Evans, R. 
Nichols, Arthur Wilson. C. King, J. Gibson, 
Ley Wing, L. Hesker, W. Faustman and E. 
Kortvich. 

Per Empress of Iidtu, from Vancouver, Mrs. 
and Miss irwine, Miss Morrison and Mr. R. J. 
Fernandez; from Yokohama, Mrs.. Miss and 
Master Lacalle, Mrs. Weill and infant, Rev. 
and Mrs. Hardy, Mrs. and (2) Misses de Lis, 
Mrs. C. Genato and child, Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, | 
Lieut. C. L. Bland, R.E., Messrs. H. C. King, 
R. Genato, F. Glazebrook and J. Williamson; 
from Kobe, Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Coffin, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Chasser, Dr. F. G. Gibson and Mr. C. 
W. Jackson; from Nagasaki, Mr. snd Mrs. 
Rattenbury and two children, Mrs. H. G. 
Humphreys, Messrs. A. Humphreys and A. 
MacWillie; from Shanghai, Capt. F. A. A. 
Kofod, Major C. P. Newberry, Messrs. A. B. 
MacKintosh Gow, W. J. Southam and C. E. 
Roach. 

Per Loongmoon, from Shanghai, Capt. Grotse. 

Per Prinzesz: Irene, for Hongkong, from 
Bremen, Messrs. Ernst, W eylandt and Sphankat; 
‘ frum Southampton, Mrs. V. A. Brown and Mr. 
Mori; from Genoa, Bishop Brent and Mr. W. 
Radbruch; from Aden, Messrs. Aguilino and 
Alberto Gritti; from Singapore, Mrs. A. G. de 
Caldas and daughters, Messrs. Otto Hummer, 
Edgar Kessel, W. D. Graham and C. Chrisfensen: 
In transit for Shanghai, Mr. and Mrs. P 
Eckardt, Mr. and Mrs D. Bodden, Mr. and 
| Mrs, Gordon and children, Mrs. Thomas Viaser, 
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Mrs. J. Knox, Miss Lavers, Messrs. John Vs 
Dakin, V. J. Drewitt, A. Probst, H. Hartmahn;: 
Kurt Schermer, Theod Strewe, P. Sorhagen,: 
Adalbert Korpf, H. Roberts, H. G. Kemp; 
Richard Pfeifer, A. Dupke, J. Taylor, Edward: 
Hodge, Roffi Achilli, Frank Redlich and. Sergt: 
T. W.S. Spottiswoode; for Kobe, Mr. M.Ishmail:. 
for Yokohama, Mr. and Mrs, Kleensang, Dr. 
and Mrs. Reidhaar, Mr. and Mrs. Clark, Messrs. 
Uscar Buchholz and Catto. 
Por Canton, from Shanghai, Dr. Roundifis. 
Per Nanchang, from Tientsin, Mr. Garriock. : 
Per Thales, from Swatow, Mr. Volekerr and ; 
Master Frewin. : : 
Per Nippon Maru,.from San Francisco, &e., ; 
Mrs. V. Gray, Mrs. D. Ellis, Mrs. E. Hamilton, ° 
Mrs. B. Thomas, Mrs. I. Klinck, Miss Klinck, : 
Capt. I. Goto, Col. A. J. Bowie, Messrs. E. L. 
Hallawell, A. W. Baum, T. Ozono and Emar — 
Goldberg. 
Per Tamba Maru, from Shanghai, for Hong- 
kong, Capt. and Mrs. L. H, Moses and child, 
rs. T. C. Chalmers and child, Rev. James 
Kennedy, Messrs. Enigk, E. Reid, W. 0. A. 
Shepherd and M. Tamaguchi; for Singapore, 
Mr. B. von Remethe; for Colombo, Mr. 8. 
Simon; for Marseilles, Dr. T. Inouye, Mezsra, 
&. taito and T. Taniguchi; for Condon, Mrs. 
T. R. Vaughan, Miss G. Smith, Messrs. T. D. ° 
Coulter, G. Woolev, J. Asoi, R. Ozaki and T. 
Foshimoto. 
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DEPARTED. 

: Per Loongsang, for Manila, Mrs. N. Clarke, . 
Mrs. Alfred, Misses B. Sleifenberg and T. H. 
Milton, Messrs. O. L. Kiernander, John Baxter, 
R. F. Morrison, G. Niemann and H. Franke. . 

Per Ballaarat, from Hongkong, for Colombo, 
Mr. Townley; for Bombay, Mr. Jagamathe; for 
Brindisi, Mr. W. Schellhass; for London, Mrs. 
H. M. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Cashman, Mid. 
Hon. E. R. Drummond, L'euts. FE. A. Constable, 
R.N., and Mansell, R.N., Messrs. G. Mitchell. - 
J. Davies, J. Well, G. Tricker and Subedar 
Mahomed Ali. : 

Per Australian, for Timor, &c., Mrs. Hudson, 
Mrs Lyon, Mrs. Durker, Mrs. Duy and child, 
Mrs. Kk. Anf{unes, Mrs. A. Borges, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. M. Allardyce, Messis..E. A. Whitney, F. J. 
Frank, Sillifaat, Webb, Wood and Murray and 
Dr. Willey. 

Per Yuensang, for Manila, Messrs. B. BE, L. 
Tremayne, P. C. Miller, Pedro Rodriguez, Pedro 
Alvas, Sebastian Cagaling and J. U. Caan. 

Per Priazess Irenc, from Hongkong, for 
Shanghai, Mr. and Mrs, W. Staerker, Rev. and 
Mrs. G. A Bunbury, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. 
Robertson, Miss Jones, Lieut. W. B. Garn. tt, 
Messrs. W. Sturzel, T. Artindale, KE. Trayer, 
R. L. Martinez, F. Teran aod Z. Lerigi; for 
Nagasaki, Messrs. Harry J nes and James | 
Watson; for Yokohama, Dr. and Mrs. Krieg, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Longuet, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
A. P. Xavier, Messrs. H Varrelmann and J. de 
Los Rayes. 

Per Bayern, from Hongkong, for Singapore,-* 
Mr. J. Smith; for Genoa, Mr. and Mrs. A: 
Kuhn, Messrs. R. Meir and M. Canti; for 
Gibraltar, Rev. Jose de Souza; for Southampton, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Bettie and two children and 
Mr. A. Wilson; for Lendon, Mr.R A. Nelgner; 
for Hamburg, Mr. A. Steingraber. 

Per Rosetta Maru, for Manila, Mr., Mrs. and 
Muster Weir, Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler, Miss 
Henderson, Messrs. McWiller, J. Williamson, 
F. BE. Glazebrook, W. A. Hill, H. L. Blake, - 
C.8. Stocking, A. Renand, 8. Daimon, R. 
Hasegawa, H. Sugiyama, T. Masuda, 8. Matsu- 
naga, T. Matsuno, M. Sato,*A. Mayeda and 
Shibata, Mrs. K. Yeban, Mrs. T. Meoda, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kanada, Mr. aod Mrs. Mnmei. Misses 
Y. Taniguchi, R. Shimizu, K. Shimizu and 
M. Kuiibiro. ‘ . 

Per Doric, for Shanghai, Mrs. A. Clark, 
Messrs. A. Debrunner, Y. Lloyd, W. J. Gick, 
C. B. Roach, V. Tounnig, A. Isler and B.C. 
Born; for Kobe, Misses Abercrombie and 
Allison; for Nagasaki, Mr. A. J. Hopkius; for 
Yokohama, Mrs. C. L. Gorham, Measrs. L, L. 
and W.-K. Day, M. BR. Alexander, and F. Lee; 
for San Francisco, ke., Mr. and Mrs. A. Gas- 
quoine, Messrs. G. W. Dolloff, E. Jobns, Hy Pow, 

McKenna and T. B, Gregg. te 
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